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The beſt Parte: 


For which the_ Spirituall 
Marchant [eyeller ſelleth 


all bis 'T emporalls, | 
Ty Samuel Gardiner, Batchelor. | TIN 
of Dininute, {>> 


It ſhall not be valued withthe wedge of Golde of 5M 
Ophyr , nor withthe precious Onyx, nor the | - 
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1th the poor 
widdoawe Wo- 
man, tocail into your Trea- 
ſurie, enen the ſeruice of the 
body and the minde, andthe 
whole man , atri bute that of 
pro 1 due untoyour Lord- 
p : ſeeing [aminſtly char- . 
Led with this oblation, 1hope 


your Honour will acquite mee 


el itt. of | 
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eli 'TheEpiſtle, . © © © ; 

of preſumption, b 
 kinely feeling, giuing mee pro-"uf 
teelion:v/e wyth every tenant # 


ſenſible feelyng of. your Lord-W 


fragments of a benefit beſtow-1 


- 


tron, both vſe and 


l ol 
: 


topay by Landlord rent, and 
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L 


ſhips bounty, mſtly extortins; 


thi asmiy bounden daty. Our 1 
Lorde forbid,that we receine \y 
abenefit, as a beaſt hn yer, 
ananeuer reſpect and beholdey 
the founder of it. My mafler*'4 
Chriſt:; who commanded the! a 


ed pon an bunpry people,-to\ 
be gathered vpin barkets: in- ? 


Jinuateththereby, that the bak £ 
feſtbenrfit that is "done vponl © 


- 
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. 
the 2554 
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© © Dedicarorie. | 
/ Us , frould not be forge ten; 
-WHauing therefore ſo Need 
Sipned into your Loroſhippes 
( 7. huwfcan [not but drawe 
11 as deep thoughts as ever 
7 oF water was drawne from 
n acobs well, the memoriall Of tos 
2 OUT g00nNes. Since it pleaſed 
,yyour Honor by the ryght wor- 
wfhipfull fir Hierome Bowes 
Weevinte, the onely worldely 
#3 arch , and ſupporter of my e- 
ate, to take fight of my poore 
1 perſon, and hunourablecom - 
| F ieran of my af flited con 

« dition." If [make norelation- 
F þ92o: Honors moft vis So. 
el 4 cle 283 ol 


| Thc Epiſtle | 
clemencie. when F drewe my v1 


breath bat faintly, how I had pu 
recouery , and regained free 
recourſe tomy woonted ſtudy: v1 
If Irip notop the circumſlan Ct 
ces of your zealous fauors, F be 
doe but as Salomon wyth the al 
braſſe in the Temple,whobe- a» 
cauſe it was ſo maſiie , hee v1 
would notſtand toweiph it:or fi 
as Portins Latro who engra- to 
ned in bu minde, that which © 
others ingroſſed1 in a bocke.. \ 
T bupretious pearle of the UC 
worde of God, which ſhineth, © 
which way ſoewer 3 You turne it, | 11 
and dfucrb untoall, 1 haves . 
 Brap- 


Dedicarorie. 
2 Wrapped up in this little ma- 


[0 wel, and fatined it vnto your 
Honors vertuous name, 4s 
onto 4 Tibband and: golden 
Chayne that will keeper it the” 
better . Your Lordſhip baue 
 alwayes worne_-it about you, 
and haue bound it as a Signet 
rynto your hand, and with the 


faithful (on gregation of (0+ 
Yoſie haue efperea it aboun- 


'dantly to dwell in your heart: 
\whenas with moſt worldlings, 

*Gods worde , as the Leuite . 
"that went to Gibeawandreth 
in the. ſtreetes, and haue_ 
\ but fender, entertainement 
among 


' TheEpiſs 
among men. { encourave m 18 
felfe; that GOD willy gene'a 36 

bleſing to theſe labours, that %g; 

— -theargumentit ſelf wil draw? 

FE  bheartesontoit : and youmy! 

b... Honorable Patrone will bea 7. 

ſufficient protettion tomy per *; Þ: 

fon. Godalmighty every way "a 

proſper your Honour, double © F 

your honour and dayes among Jy: 

us , and gine you all honor ©; 
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> T'0 the Gentle Reader. 


TIN T is a matter of no mean marucl, 
 RAthat man fo: quicke-fighted: in 
&) Pe worldly aftairs,ſhould be fo pur- __ 
Guy blind in things concerning God, Nt 
y ZT hat whereas he 15 T ot#s occ#1ns.* manus, 4 
Hill cc and hand, to obſcrue and prathiſe in 
Y Jigely imitation al other things,only this main 
and fundamentall thing, how to order his * 
Zconuerſation right,that he might ſcethe fal- 
» uation of his God, heis wholy ignorant of: - 
"6&1 hough he wanteth the wings of a doue, to 
| #flieto the vemolt parts of the earth, yet he can 
Z fo ſubdueto himfclfe his mules and drome- 
'® daries, as their feete like harts feete ſhall carry 
them whther they hiſt. Andthoyghhehath 


© not the finnes of a fiſh, to ſcuddethrough the 


Ly 
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- 
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" 
+ 
> 


© channells andpathes of deepe waters: yetin+ 


- ſtead thereof, his head hath bin occupied in 
2 excogitating great veſſels, keels and tall ſhips 

+ to tranſport cuery where. Naturally heis vn« 
armed of himſelfe, yet this art and cunning 


.*T 


| hath deviſed for him ſelfe,his ſword; his bow, - 0 

3 and his ſpeare, and all ſufficiency of weapons | 
2 of offence,and armor of proofe to coucr his a 
' headinthe day of battell, cnough for his de- k 
© - fence. Heis vnable ſo to tune hispipes, and 4 


* oh - : 


2 | chauntand {ing vnder cuery green-trec with | 
= the nightngale and melodious bird; yet that |} 


. = ” 
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ry 


To the R eadey, 


his muſickis of more delight, which by Lute Zbe 
and Harp,and lowd Cymbals, and otherex- 3th 
quiſite and deuiſed inſtruments, he hath for- 3th 
med and framed to himſelf. T hundrings and ;$1n 
coruſcations of the ayre, are peculiar vnto- #th 
God, the arrowes of his quiuer, and his Bat- Jar 
liftes arrant, and Purſeuants of his anger: yet | as 
beholdina ſtrange and prodigious wntation hk; 
hereof he bath found out molt fearful roring 21 
Cannons of all ſorts, moſt horrible to conſi= |; Ic 
der of: Finally, heprouideth for this kind of 2 
life, infinite kinds of waies,*which are hkeatt 7 
intricate maze paſt our finding out, by laws, 
by trades, by all manner of learning, But Fins © 
witimus, thelaſt end of all is leaſt conl1dered * 
of, wherein the whole (tate of all bleſlednes © 
ofthe man ſo fully doth confiſt. Man(as ſaith 
the II Me ) 18 deceitfull vppon the 
- Weights, and is altogether l:ohter then vanit 
itfelfe. Man being mn honor, and hauing 3 
Vnderſtading, is compared tothe beaſts that 
perith. We bewaile thoſe our friends that are 
deadin body : Oletvs weepeand bewaile 
their eſtate who are dead in heart, and are 
ewice dead , and to be plucked vp by the 
rootes. TheApoſtleaccounted all things, 
but dung to gain [eſus Chriſt. Thisis better 
thenthe vold of Ophyror India , albeit we 
 Ropourcies with waxe , and binda napkin 
: | before 


Tothe Reader. 


® before our cies of knowledge, and think that 
2 thereis a wiſdom in the world far better then 
*this. Theſewipe ther mouths with the whore 
\$in the Reuelation,& ſay vnto themſtlues, that 
Fthey are rich, and need no more,whenas they 
®arc the pooreſt and moſt miſerable of al men, 
2 as thelaſt end ſhal proue vnto the. They that 
© haue taſted of this heauenly Manna, wil ſcorn 
* the grofle food & dict of Eyypr,and being cal- 

| led to the kingdome of grace, will with the 
* ſhepheards leane their flock,& with Mathew 
© their cuſtome-ſeat, with Petey their nets with 
3 Tan! their proces & writs, that were ſigned 
= to be ſent vnto Damaſcu , when the louc of 
} God is falne vpon vs, the loue of this world, 
2 wil fall fro vs,as Elas mantle when heleft the 
® world,and was caricd vp to heauen. Buythere 
$ forethis Pearl and Treaſure of the foule,and 


% T 


: 


' 


 lodgentin thy hart: it will be inſtead of alt 11- 
= ches vntothee. Covet heauenlythings, and 
* letourconuerſation bein heauen, ſeeing we 
& hauc here noabiding place, but we look for a 
& city whoſe builder & maker is God. Andſo 
® I comityouto the grace of God, who isable 
7 to build further, & to giue thee an heritice 

' among thoſe that are Poificd: & the Lord 

{anQify theſe my labors, & direft them to his 
glory andthe common falyation. Farewel, 
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Crs” I. Of thepurport ana neceſſary u/e * 
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Chap 2. fron the worde of God, us allkmd of + & 
\ Trea/are, 16 i 
Chap. 3: That the word of Goa, 15a Pearle of 7 
great price. 23 2 
Chap.4\ That the word of Gods a Treaſure ; 
os irbidden : and wherefore it us /o cal. | 
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Chap: 5. Of this Merckant man hu tacke ms 
ur ea vppon hims , for the attayning onto this bi. 
Treaſure,and Pearle of great price. 73 \$ 
Chap.s. Of the glaaneſſe of 1/15 Enangelicall © 
'- Merchant, wpon the finding of thus Ti reaſure, ©) 
and Pearle of great price : vnder which, the 
oy which the /aints of God as feel by the pow- 
' er of hu worae typically us Padewed 89 
Ch 7. By the example of this Merchaunt, 
R did. Bide his Treaſare : the neceſſitie,uot 
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The Contents. _ 
| je 8, That this heauetty T. reaſure, u to be- 
* preferred and eſicemed of vs Aboue al earth. 
WW; riches. 125 
Etzp 9. That God and the world,cannot agree 
| together. .14L 
Cha p.lo Of the neceſſits tie of our mortification, 
ZZ andthe abiuration of all our worldly tuſtes, 
, Z waaer the perſon and example of this Jewels - 
j, ler who made a ſimple ſale of all that he had, © .. 
+ > for the purchaſe of this T rea/ure, and Pearld 
® of preat pricezemdently enifled. 157 
hap. [1. That all our endenonrs, are toren 
| 4ound tothe glerv of God , andto tend onely 
. # roaſpirnuall Fed a: ts ligely, badowed in the 
2 Hmgy of this Mreka whoſe bargaine of 
3 fale of all his tremporalls,was only forthe pure | 
E; "x f this heauenty Treaſure. 174. 
p 1 . eAn Exhortationto the lone of the 
L _ pos / > ſpirunall bife , the purport of 


> the premiſes. | 188 
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COLONEL 
PE STOETOLHOT 
BY. Faultes eſcaped in the printing, 3 
I pray oye corre£t 
thus. 


Pag.y line 26. reade Gelbea, x15.1in.2, dele to the 

t5.l. 19, ſcarcine for ſecurity x 23.Mn.23. monte tor moath 
38.1. 4. Siſara tor Sifopa 126.11 8-rcad This goſpel-hke 
356 4i.9:< 44: Goldſmith 

51.1.1 z.careth foreateth,twiſe 1 30.111, reade cornſcant 
$5-li.2, reade omnipotente 133 ls. readeloaththe word 


$6.l.1z, reade, it was not the 135 lin.14, reade Bocbri 
$9.lin.4 for Calo reade Celo 1z6.line 20, reade delights of | 
7%1.li.g tor nu:}1que read nuila 


the worlde are in ſtcede of | 


4.1. 14. wages for wayes, nurſes. | 
8.lin.r 3, wholc for holy, x5;3-lines, forſo reade in, 


$41.23. reade Was not this 2 5.4-linc 4- reade fanour of 
$9,1,19. reade andrudiment x57.line 2. reade abtwaricn 
$7,laſt line reade kabith 160, 1 27, Chriſt for chritans 3h 
go5-lin.rs, readeinthar 276.linc 7 rcade Arbenian. |} 
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# Spiricual Marchanr-adnenturer 


7 Cw 4p, F177? , 
?  Ofthepurport and neceſſary ve my 
h 3 this Parable. 7 
e IT 


| IT —_ ad. AM 


| Shes two Tm TOI his 


S215 2 kine,& {eauen-earcs of corne;are 
(SS) inci but one . Both ofthem 
Þalke out the way that we muſt walke, that 
we ſecke-not happinefle out of the-way,as £- 
hunting veniſon, 4; Was preuented: of lus 
, eſſing. | 

; Itis wonder Fatt how the wo ofvedic 
Sf tho world:, "ſtriuing for it as beggars for a 
Joale; preying-Vpon It as the -— on 
ealtares, andasthe bulic Birdes ypon e7- 
hams his ſacrifice. 

$ Theſcrauc with Rachel,Ginewe children X 
* ele] die: Gine me worldely riches, plea- 
Ures,and deſires, or elſe I dic: doating vpon 
, Þis Dittic with the ruder rowt, Happy are the 


{, 
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bt "ll beſt NN, 6 for which the 


P.1 people 


* ſeller all chat he harh, -M at. 1 .4A—AG, 


” 4 & \ {16 6 


4 4x7 


N, twoo dreames of the ſeauen fatte Genes %4t- 


5 k 3 44s 4 
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Geneſis rn 
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The beftyurchaſei.”. 


F Plalme 144 people who are in [uch a caſe , whoſe ſheepe bring, ; 


5 


Numb,1z 


Matthew 4 


wr * (* faf Foy" _ * 
* *Now,becaufe itis our cuſtome to fet wor: ſt 


 farcofaricomparable value; toa Pearte;andjh 


1-1” the kingdome, andin this place,The Kangdow 
> heaven doorc, and the righepath that 


forth thowſands,c> ten thouſands intheur ſtreet 


&c.whichthe Singer of 1/rae/ mendeth with? 


his harpe, trebblingand quauering melodi.$ 
ouſly1nthis manner; 7ea happy are the people, 
who hane the Lord tchowah for their God, , 


ſerthings firſt, and to eſteeme more of oni-& 
ons,6& thefleſh- ots of «Ep Ws than of hea- & 


uenly manna with the older Iſraclites;to preg 


ferre traſh before treaſure , ſwine before our 
Sauiour With the greedy Gergelines; to tur, 


Fiz om y—_ 


oyle our ſclues With Alartha about manie; 
things; and negleR the chicfeſt thing, whicl| 
was Mavier choice : here the Holy-ghoſt an; 
fwerm {4 like John Baptiff loo,what ſhalwe ave: 
ſettethivs(as it were) irithe kings hie way thayy, 
leadethwnto heaven, that: guides vstoa tr 


F 


whatſoeuer,"- | | 

Hitherto our 'Sauiowr-hath fpenr much / 
ſpeech',c about the preactiing of theGoſpel, 
which elſe-wherc hcetertneth , 7%e Goſpel of 


Purchaſe of the greateſt price and- profits, 


of heawen becauſe 1t1s the key that openctiſgy 


DI c i 

, , , > 1 » % : - on 

vsto heaven: ſamplineatto triviall and erif is 
19 things; that are of cofrimon vſe,in certaingg,, 
formeti7 - 


F 


of the true hidden treaſure. 3 


"Þrmer peciall Parables, as to' Corne, Leawen, 


k Mn fard [ced, and a Field, inthe which, with 


ood wheat.tares and darnell,and other wild 

'Weedes d:d ſpring vp and grow together. 
c | Now, becaule theſe meane compariſons 

10uld not cauſe vs deeme the Goſpel to bee 
F-mmcanc, he matcheth it heere with matters of 
"moſt moment with a Treaſure,with a Pearle 
1 ineſtimable riches; to reforme ouriudge- 
©mentin ſpiritual caſes,that we ſhuld ſet more 

ighly by them then we doe,as there is good 
alon why. | 
*# Daxid was ſo highly conceited of the fcri- 
Rures,as definingthem, hee doubteth tiot to Plalme x19 
#izethem,aboue great ſþoy/esfor value, and 

w1/ands of gold and ſiluer, yea all manner of ris #1" 
alBes, and to preferre them before the hony,+ nm » 

+ J 3 me 119 

"rhe hony combe for (weetenes, and when he en-" 
""geth to define, he beginneth to admire, YVon- 
Ural re thy reftimonies, I haue ſeene an end of 
perfection , but thy commanderent ts excees 
o broade,ynderſtanding infinite. The neceſſy- 
This doQtine is more than neceſſary for *'* 77%» 
e dangerous dayes, wherein the greater I 
tc abborreth this meate , and their /onle(as _ 
anth the Pfalmograph) i at deaths doore. 
i ins of our time , Teſembleth in conditions, 
"Wptilcſouldiersinthe wars, who hauing won 


k., 
" | B 2 a 


Tr TheDiucll, the Bel-wether of the Politi- A fimititaly, - ; 


PlAlme ;1 | 


A Gmilitude, 


A ſimilicude, 


3: 53 


and with-his taile couering the other,is deafe; 
| red dragon 


handes.,- as to wound him with hisarrowesl 
whereby heis ſure of hun the diuel this cur 


* . 


- 'Thebeſtpurchale - Þ 
aCaſtlcor ſtrong Tower, do (top and ſh uti 
vp all paflages by the walles, that none by a-/z 
ny {ſecret entry may come in : the demill-ica« { 
ling the territory of our heart, & ſeating him- F 
ſelfeinit,proutdeth with ſJeight and cunning yy: 
cnough,that the caſcments, portalles and e1cs gy 
of our ſoules , and our cares,ſhould be {top- g, 
ped, andthroughly clofed vp, that the lighty 
ofthe Goſpel of the glory of Chriſt,the cha-7. 
rater, image, and brightneſle of his father Hi 
might not{hine into our harts to our eternal #' 
comfort. I 
T he eluiſh diſpoſition of theſe the dinell:þ 
darlings , the kingly Prophet hath narrowly 
obſcrued, thus portraying, and deſcipheringy 
it ortently in colours, They are like vnto deafeh 
Awaers, ſtopping their eares,refuſmg to heare the 
voyce of the charmer,charme he nener ſo wel)! 
for as the Aſpe ſctting one eare to the groiid 


O | 
and (eniles at the voice of any charme;ſo men 


thus madly minded, their cogitations parte); 
being hxed yppon earth, and the taile of tht 
j ofthe other part hiding them,the 

yoyce ofthe Preacher isnot heardofthem. L 
A huntſman chafing & purſuing adeerci8 
laboureth notſo much , to take him with hit 


( 


E 


ic 


* of thetruchiddentreaſure. 
$d Nimrod and huntſmnan of our ſoules, dri- 


ted with his deadly darts, & our inward man 


T ys there oroucling, he may gripe vsas he hiſt, 
C3 and ſnatch vs away with him . The Lord det: 
D- mer 2: from the ſnare of this hunter ,and from his 
hi Bo7/ome peFflilence. | 

a«3 But his ſchoole is very great, his miſchiefe 


et horrible, and the occaſions hereof are many. _ 
lorious hypocrites of 


all #\ The Phariſes and g 
pur age, a viperous generation, painted and 
Jith 


O * - . . 
Þottcd bravely without, like to vipers $kins, 


iy Sur inward, like vipers full of rancke corrup- 
$3 
afe1 
he 


7, , 


e word, and debaſe the Pearleand T rea» 


reouermuch; whileſt hike the Smiths boy 
rat doth nothing but blow, their workes are 
1dBothing anſwerable to their wordes. The e- 
fecmies of thetrueth doe {candalize and blaf- 
enÞheme the bleſſed worde of God, viewins; 
A and conſidering their corrupt and fintull 
naues, a 
he TI he Sadxces, Epirares, and Politicall Va- 


n. &/s, whoſe godistheir gold, whoſe pleaſure 
ret8their treaſure, who ſauournothing but the 


hithings of this earth : are blmd with Balaam 
eWith their eiesopen,and fo dimmic eyed with 
urS&e1 , as they can not ſee the cleere la 
ics B 3 God 


2pcth at this onely, that our hearts being din- £ 


- Krucke downe vnto the ground heefinding 


Jon,do derrogate much from the dignitic of 


wpeot 


6 : , "2 ab 


5 


Plal:yt, 


ypocnites, 


A ſimilitude. 


Polititians, 
Num.23, 


I 34M: 


| . 
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Rem.r 


Tudc.verſ. xx 


-45.: andſentence gf he Scripture. 


1 » bs + 
. 
AfkmilieJ:, 


ling of an eie,and as it were, with a breath,to 


after another Schoole-maſlter, and a deepct 3 


| outof the bleſſed Bible:nay,how many ſun 
© gry points, both of Dottrine & Maners, ar(Kat 


Thebeſt purchaſe 
God burning inthe Temple : whileſt theyſe 
ſceme wiſe, they become fooles, and falla.Yv 
way with the deceit of Balaams wages , andÞ 
periſh inthe gain-ſayjng of { hore. Theſeh 
are thoſe that make a inocke of Gods wordse, | 
and haue the Preachers of it in exccedin? 
great contempt, accounting themſeluesCe. mn 


aars,and the other the briars,and thiſtles of Le- ta 
banon. v1 

Thewiſedome of theſe men fancieth not fu 
ſo much the wiſedome of the ſpirite, it 11m: 
thought but ſimple in compariſon of theirs. 4 


They ſuppoſethemſclues able,with the row: 


L 
- 


L 
) 
t 


attain to a ſufficiencic of knowledge thereof. ! 
Once reading curſorihe of the Bible is e-$n 
nough with them, and by a part,they conie-l 

&urc of the whole , and therefore they ſceke 


wiſedome, then the wiſedome of Gods ipi- 
rite. 
" Butlittle do theſe know,what a hbrarie ol 
learning, & ſtore of al wiſedome is to be had 


couched and contained vnder one period 1 


As thoſlethatare Warne-drawers, by one I (41 
draught ofwincinto a (iluer boyle,doc pre-B;t 


ſen! "7 


* ofcherruchidden treaſure, 
yFent vato the buyer,an experiment of the 
a-Fvhole : ſo the new wine of the worde, being 
d Þutintonew vellells,hath bin tried what its, 
{eþy aſmacke, and {mall taſte out of oneplace 
e, #f Scripture,that hath bin drawn outynto vs. 
9 3 Thus [dare avouch, that no booke of hu- 
e. mane cloquence, hath cuer beeneſo patheti- 
e- tally and perfitly penned , ſo:garniſhed 
with ornaments and hguresof Rhetorick, of 
ot fuch a ſubtile wiſedome of perlwading (as I 
1s ay fo ſay) of ſuch a graceinſettingforth 
5s. dne thing, ſfuchſundric kinds of waics. There 
V- ; none who hath ſafficiently bin taught out 
0 $f this book,or hath learned Chriſt enough: 
f Thatwhichis there contained; we know but 
e- In part, many things the ſpirite hathreferued 
e-$0 Limlſelfe , and kept ſhutfrom vs, that we 
mnizht be his ſchollers vnto the cad of the 


"wo, 


Frorld. - | | 

Theearth is not clothed with ſuch ſundry 
Fortes of plantes, fruites,and ſweete hearbs,as 
the Ii 5 Eden and garden of Scripture is 
(adorned and (et forth with moſt comfortable 
1Fonltruftions.Inforting and matching mans 
Karaing with this, it isto comparethe barren 


| Mountains of Be/boa,with the fru ſt Pa- $.$em,1. 
tadiſe of the wholeworld: :: 5 5 

$-\ A. Pearleis not knowne) of whatyalew it 

2 arigsand crafteſ-men of that 


but of Lapid 


( 
1% 


B4 trade, 


' A ſimilicude, 


The Ppiſts, 


«3,: without any difference, -admittethall-com: 
D CEN without fruite of womb: Sol: TÞ6/ 


The bellpiichale- ito. | 
trade, whohauc 1udgementin it : Ohthat we gn 
had iudgementto conlider of the worth and gs 
worthinelleof this Pearle! that we knew that; 
1t werefucha treaſure as it 18. = 
I counſaile therefore our vnwiſely wile xe 
men,to blincke with cunning gunners with 4 
the one cie of carnal wiſedome,that the cie ot lea 
the {pirit may better hit the marke, that we wy} 
ſhould allſhoote at,and obtain che price that th, 
is ſet before vs. acl 
Thethirdſort of people , who like vnto off 
ſwine,tteadethis Pearle vnder foote, are our G, 
Popilh Centaures, who would haue Gods th: 
candic:hidden vnder a buthell,and not tobe Re: 
ſet vpon a candleſticke on high,to ſhewlight Pre 
round about, who haue made the whol: ge: 
word of God of noneefte&t with their lewd Gl 
traditions, who are growne palt grace witli tt 
the common harlot , that permitteth cuery his 
knayeto hauc acceſle vnto her,voinga who- ene 
ringafter eucry baldemnuention, whichis, tc Gc 
lay the harlot with thoſe whom Hierome thi 
rophettaxeth vnder euery green tree.The/'} 
are trees without frute; twice dead, ani ptlucke! 


vp by the roots:for as the open ſtrumper;whc 


anions alike that come:yntoher;; is alwiaic: # 


Romiſh ſtrumpct admitting into'the lapp'T 
T3135 p. ' and ' 


* of thetruehidden treaſure. 
end boſome of the Church, a confuſed cha. 


d ds of very raſcall rudiments, no marualle it is 

tthat they are barren of grace,and the immor- 
tall ſeede of Gods moſt holy word cannot 

e kegencrate and better their affeCtions. | 

h + The fourthandlaſt enemie, but not the Tyra. 

 leaſt,is the Cycloprrall T vrant of this worlde, 

© whoſe marching 15likethe marching of /eh# 

at the ſon of Nim{/hi,who marched furwaſly: who 
acluance their cruelty aboue the ſtarres, and 

'o offer villany and defiauncetothe throne of 7+ 3 

ar Gods maieſty; men of whoorilh forcheades 

ds that cannot beathamed, caſting out all wic- 

x Nednes, as a fountavne caſts out water. This 

ht Pretious Peale, fitto be worne in the Dia- 

l: deme of princes,is trampled vnder foote,and 4. 

/d Giſt out by theſe wretches , as theclavin the- _ 

tiftrcetes. Theſe lay /acob waſte, and deſtroy 

ry hls inheritance, andfpil bloud like water on 

0-encry (ide of Hiernuſalem, This the church of 

to God, by too too lainentable and wofull ev- 

heperience, hath felt continually; as /acob by &- 

ar, the [/raelites by the e/£g yptians, Anna by 

ina, Elias by «Achab,s Amor by Amaſiah, 

e latter church of God by Lucian , [ulun, 

rphirs,and fuch/ike. (ainmay not brooke 

bel, becauſe hefacrificed :'northe brethren 

hi ÞÞ/eph.becauſehe diuinelydreamedtnor Saul 

p(D4«:4,becaule hefweetly finged:nor Demes 

4108" Irius 


> Reg, p 


F 


Pſal, 99 


A finilitude, 


ther hypocrifie may blind vs, or ſuperſtition 1 


. Which pleaſe him, he way the better take that fle 


- Thebeſtpurchaſc 
truts Paul, becaulc he ſo plainely preached. 8 
As dogs cannot abide the ſound of bells, 7 
ſothele hellih hounds yalpe and howle ex- 7 
treamely at the preaching of the Goſpel. þ 
Iſaiah muſt be ſlaine with a faw : /eremy with 1 
ſtones: Damel with Lions: Amos with a club: » 
Peter with the croſ[e:and Paul with a ſword: * ; 


and true bearted Chriftians with all ſtrange 


kindes of torments. C 

Wherefore to withſtand ſuch temptations 
as do grow —_ theſe occaſions, that nei- 
deceiue vs,the pleaſures of {1nne allure vs, or 
any worldly feare affright vsthe Holyghoſt 
to great purpoſe compareth his worde to | 
things of cheefeſt choice,the fubicit, matter, 
and end of our defires,fitting himſelte to our | 
diſtempered minds, as the good Philitian to 
diſcaſed bodies. 

The Phiſitian perceiuing his pained pa- 
tient, thorough his cuill diſpoſed ſtomacke, 
to refift ſuch diet as beſt maketh with his to 
health,and to chuſe that onely which feedcth Þo 
his diſeaſe, tempercth and ſeaſoneth thoſe 
things ſo byart which he ſo much loatheth, 1 


with thoſe things that he loueth , as by that 


which will eaſe him. Now becauſe we are gi- he 


ucato loathe the worde which we louc poar * 
4b. ry - allo » 


” ofthetruchiddentreaſure. 
& like too much the world which we ſhould 
5, mot:vnder thoſe things in the world as pearls 
- and treaſure which weloue moſt, to which 
l. þercſzmbleth and compareth his week; he 
nh avinneth vs to that which we loue ſo little 
: namely, to thebetter receiuing of his word. 
: > And herein Iſeemto ſee the tender afte- 
e tion of our louing father in his ſtile and 
courſe of writing, how he imitates the naure 
$5 of belt afteRted mothers towards their tender 
- Children,who to pleaſetheir fancies,do ſtam- 


n -mer and ſute themſelues to their kinde of 


fpeech,mincing and nibling their words like 
their children. 

0 } And becauſe we are as greedy of worldly 
r, treaſure, as Ab/alon of a Kingdome, he ſpea- 
ir keth groſlely after the manner of men , and 
o abaſcth his wiſedom, applying it (as youlee) 

ynto our worldly wiſedome. 

- 5 And] maynot vnfitly liken him to an ex- 
e, Pan experienced angler, who the better to 
1s tollfiſhesto-his hooke , hath his choice,de- 
bohifome baites,that belt do fat that purpoſe, 
draw thoſe that he in the bottome to the 
ppe:Sothe wiſedome of God hereangling 
r ourſoules, angleth(as you ſee)with a \ gol- 
at Hen hooke,and the beſt baite thatis, at which 
1- be knoweth wellwe will be ſure to bite with 
t, Romacke cnough;that wethatareinthe Vort- 
fi þ " tome 


II 


A ſimilitude, 


2.Sam.1F. 


A fimilicude. 


Bpheſ g, 


- - 
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BW 


The beſt Ws L 


tom of miſerie,may be brought vp'tothe top $4 
of all felicutts. 
Sithens therfore the word is of that worth, 
I hopetor the gaining it we will ealtly Cal. | d1 
low vp fach former hookes , as are laide to . 
catch thoſe that hane a loue heereof mentio- 
ned betore;and wilbe fo wiſe to eſteeme it as pu 
wethould, and embrace and honourthe lo- Þn 
uing kindnesof our God, who hath opened £. 
vnto vs the treaſures of Tl houſe , and hath k. 
powred out the riches of his mercies on vs. his 
Secmedit not to be grace enough that we ic 
were lo created ater his owne mage righ- | » 
tcouſneſ[c,and holineſle? that we were made | 
partakers of lo many of his bleſlings, and *Þn: 
thatit was his pleaſure to gue vs a kingdom? the 
valeſlc he allo followed vs with ouerflowing ; 
q 


fauour,by gtuing vs his word , in the which " 
he hath wrapped and lealed vp his wil,wher- (? 
by we may know what legacie he hath giuen 9 
vs, and how we may be ableto attaine vnto 1 
this kingdome?Hereinis morethen fatherly 
affettion towardcs vs, and it 1s as needfu!l, as 
comfortable vnto vs, Forif the Prince.hould} 
ſayto any of vs: If vou ſhall be conformable! 
to my lawes,and obſequious to my wil, I wil 
aduance you,and bring youto NE: but# 
if you ſhallbe obſtinateandrebellious, you. 
hall haueiudgement withoutdelay, and the; 


foray 


It 


7 ofthetruchiddentreaſure. 
$rort [hall confume you : and this prince 
ſhould conceale and keep cloſe his laws from 

Fs, whereby we are not able to comeRure of 

Sis wil, werenotoureltate and condition ye« 

 @y miſerable? 

3 Inthe whole mappe of Scripture fire we 

Our etes on Nabucaa»nezzar,only the anoto= 

 Þiy of mans life, without knowlege of Gods 

| vord. 

* He dreaming a dreame which none of 
is dowty Doors could vnfold, how moo- 

 "Gieand melancholy was the man vpon Into 

 Frhat a furie and extaſie was he driven, Jooke Pima 

ut how me ſtorie doth portray out his paſſi= 

ns. And in this cafe ſhould we be, had not 

e Lord bin gracious to his feruits,in giving 

is lawes vnto /aceb,his ſtatutes and ordinan- 

ies vnto //rae/,in delivering vs ſtate and poſ- 

'&ſſion ofhis Kingdom;bv theſe charters and 


tou rt-rolles,cuidences and deeds ſurrendred 


) Fnto vs. 

/ + Thisis the inſtrument which God hath v« 
; &d fromthe —_ of the world,wherby 

|| hathplcafed him towork our ſaluation, as 

: be parable of the vine ſufficictly infinuateth, 

| thepruting,trimming,& drefling wherct, 

{Mere were — lucceſſiuely, from the 

ſt hower,tothe haſt ſentinto the ſame, | 
Itis oneofthefirſtarguments ofthe Lords OS. 


1 
] 
I: juries 


The beſt adi 


Amess Furie, that when hemeaneth to be a ſharp Ul 
ſchoole-maſter vnto vs, his hand ſhall beſo 4 
heauic vpon vs, as he will (mite vs with a ſp1- 
rituall famine of his word , wherein he ſhall Ie 
handle vs manifold more roughly then if he 


ſhould haue pulled both our artnes from our | 


ſhoulders, 
Elſe-where denouncing vengeaunce a-, | 
cain(t varightcouſnes, he threatneth to trips 
them, and deprive them of the Prophet, thels 
interpreterand vntolder of his heauenly ora-4 
cles. | 
Herevnto anſivercth this denuntiation off 
the Lordes mdgement : : The people of 1/raclÞl 
fhall be without God, witheut Prieſt, withoutltd 
Law: Marke how be confoundeth them,andM 
makes them both one, to be withouta prieſ?,tk 
and to be without a God, as they arc indeed, 
For, Homo /me dottore ef ut cacus fone duitor 3M; 
A man without a teacher, is like the bliade 
without a leader : like ſheep withouta (hep. : 
heard, ſubic&to the wolfe, cafily to be wur- J 
rowed, like a ſhip withouta pilot, ſplitten "a 
roceesyre and ſandes, cal] ily ouerwhelm-# 
| a . 
A fimilitude. Tet a man be neuer ſo-ericuouſly (i che 3 


SO | 
we deſpaire not of recouery , ſo long 2s hi 


hath help and benefite by phiſicke ; ; but i} 
Ifay,s philicke faileth hum, heisa dead man, and.) 
there 7 


' olce.y 


of the rrue hidden treaſure. I5 


p there is no hope of him:our heads fick,and Ir. 

ſo Qur whole body is heauy , there js nothing 

1- Whole within vs, yetthereis good hope,ſo 

11 long as we are comforted, by this heauenly 

1e Þhilick of our health and ſaluation; but want 

this,and want al togither, there is no help and 
ccoucry to be had- 

"2 Bethe handy=crafts man and artificer ye- A fimiliruce, 

pry beggarly, yetſo long ashe isnot driuen to 

1c{@ away his tooles, but keepeth them by him, 

a-he way be able to prouidefor his living: but 
ithc palter away the inſtruments of his trade, 

ofig may take himto his heels, for it isimpoſli- 

-lblc he ſhold hold vp his eſtate: Let the world 

«tFpwne vppon vs as much as it will, we arc 

idiWell enough, ſfolong as the old and new in- 

[kwment of the wordis preferued atnong vs 

d Alt if that be once gone,weſhall all like run- 

-AÞates continue 1n ſecurity, and be driuen to 

de(Fke our tradein deſolate places. But of the 


ty 
P- 


Phalm, 10g 


further dignitie, and neceflitic here+ 
x: ofthe {ſequeale ſhall cn- 
treate. 


OI I IO I I_ 
Att... ot ct 


| — _—_ 


— 


ITob zf 


_ puregold. 


\ it, whatſocueris to be named: and whenwR' 


Thebeſtpurchaſe 

; ; Cuanr. IT. 

T hat the word of God gs all kinae 
of Treaſure. * 


IT S 1ob ſaith of wiſedome,fo it maj? 
|. AVYE> | be faide of the word of God, thi? 
wiledome of the ſpirite. It #5 not 1. 
= be valewed with the wedge of golds 


Ophyr, wor with the precions Onyx, nor the $a 
phzre:The Gold nor the Criitall not equall on ſ 
roxt , ut ſhall not be exchaunged for plate of fin. 


| pela. No mention ſhall be made of the { orrall o : 


of the gabifh, for it is more precious then pearle! 
The Topaz of e/Ethiopia ſhal not be equall un! 
it, netther ſhall it be valewed with the wedge 


4 
” 


4 


; 
fg 
. 


The name of a treaſure containethvnd 


1 


hauc named all,in compariſon of the word, 
1s like a-candle ſet bare the Sunne whic 
vaniſheth before it, and like aſtope of watc? 
to the huge Ocean ſea,whichis nothing vaty! 
it, þ 


I 
f 
r 
f 


The place wherin this Treaſure is,is he! 
uen, ſo that our conuer/ation muſt be heauen|® 
(asthe Apoſtle teacheth vs) if we will attain Z 
vntont : I he Lordhigh Treaſureris theſp 
ntot God, and his Vader-yyealurers,wif : 

a 


” of therruchidden treafure. 

Hue allo keyes thereof,are hisable miniſters 
of the new Teſtament, that carry about this 
IT reaſure mn their earthen veſſells. Men,for 
their outward perſons,that are baſc, the very 
me biets,and excrements of the world,fuch as 
{+ Fhe Prophets & Apoltles were before them, 
+ , Fulgarand meane men;as {hepheards,fiſher- 


ig; fn Publicanes, and ſuch like. But the 1n- 
1 


>; gnitic of our perſons detrogateth nothing 


» from the dignitic of the word: T here is none 


for fo vnwile as to forfake a Treaſure, for the 


;,, FYhoſe hands ſocuer it come, | 
| Ifthe King ſhould ſend a general pardon, 
d all condemned captiues in his kingdome, 


df the Parſcuant dil graceth nothing the gra- 
Tioulnelſe ofthe pardon,itis of as ful power, 
nd no doubt,ſhould be as welcom, as if one 


Sf the Nobles of the Court ſhould haue 
Erought it. The facultic of this gift,and riches 


dy ſome pittious-poore perſon, the pouertie | 


17 


3.Cor.4; 


1,Cor.s | 


l  Þaſcneſſe of the bringer; gold 1s gold, from 


A fimilitude, 


4 gf this Treaſure, is from God alone, neither 
' &ependeth it yppon the perſon of a man? 
Ll her efore, reſpe& ye not what weare , but 
",/Mhat we bring vnto you, and what it will 
air ake you,if youeſteeme it as you ought. 
{ | Io him that faithfully runneth his race, 2.,Tin, 
nw niſheth his courſe, keep #1 the farh,we' doe 
hai dt here propound an Ole braunch , ar 


=  oaken 


Hebr, 13, 


Col.z 
Col,r, 


s,Cor,y, 


John 8, 


John 16. 


I 


Thebeſt purchaſe 


Oaken garland, a Lawrell bough, as monu- x 


- ments of his ſtout ſtratagems and aCtiuitie; 4 


we {ctnot vp for his memorial, marble, f1luer, x 
or golden pillers : But we teach himthat his | 
name is written in heauen, that he ſhall haue | 
aninheritance-awong the faithfull, that he g 
ſhall be free deniſon of his heauenly eru/a- Þ 
lem , that he ſhall haue true and euerlaſting F 
T reaſure,and finaly, be made the deere child 
of Godin his deere ſonne Chriſt. b 
A Treaſure properlie, isa ſtore of al pro- g; 
uiſton, ſcruing, not only as aſupplie for pre- g 
ſent wants, but for al futurc haps,and neceſli- y 
ties whatſocuer. 't 
The words this Treaſure, in reſpet of þ, 

Chriſt,the obie&; ſubic&, and argument a [1 
the word : In whom all treaſures of wiſedome, f 
( 


and knowledge of his father are hidden. In whom 
the fulneſſe of the Godbead bodily Goth dwell, 
who is made tovs of God his Father , wi/c- Þ 

f 


dome, righteonſneſſe, ſanciification,and redemp. 
twon.The bread of life, whom whoſoener eateth, T 
he ſhall hunger no more. The water of life, h 
which doth away the thirſt, of our drie andl 
droughtic ſoules.The light of the world, which 
whoſoener followeth ſhall nener walke in dark. Wi 
neſſe. The donre bv which we hauepaſlage, N 
and pollc{hton of ze kingdome of heauen. ge 
He hath alſo prepared a table for vs,and ſeats: 


of S- 


of che true hiddentreaſure. - 129 


U- bfcltate,therevpon to ſit as Iudges vpon the 
e; twelue tnbes of //rae/; He is'therefore a true 
T, Qrcaſure, ſurmounting all other kinds of trea- 
1s fare whatſocuer : ſo as, hauing tyis, we hauc 
1c Sur generall quzcer4 e5t, and neede notlooke 
he after the gold of Ophyr,or the mines of /naza. 
a- But with gladſome hearts may take vp this 
19 Antheme and dittic of Daxrd,The Lord 1 my Plalme 23, 
Id Shepheard,therefore I can waxt nothing. He (hal 
bring me to the green paſtars,and leade me forth 
O- 86 the waters of comfort, And breake out with 
e- the Apoſtle into this ſentence of thankeſgi- 
[1- uing.Bleſſed be God the Father bf our Lord le Ephel,u 
foes { hrift, who hath bleſſed vs with all ſpiruuall 
ot $/eſſings in Teſn Chriſt. 
A # Let God do ſo & more to me(for | willing- nuts, 
Je, Romkc fo deepely in ſo denont a cauſe) if *-53"+3 


m ftom hece,as from a fountain, from a root, & 
ell, om a treaſure,al needful graces,temporal & 
e- piritual, lawfully to be withed or conceiued = 
p- f vs,do not {tream,ſpring, & come vnto vs. 
th, There are many I doubt not that beleeue not 
his report, and but few to whom the arm of 
ce Lord is reucaled : yet be perſwaded, but tay 3. 
© make experience of it,to come to his word 
ithreuerence and religious deuotion,rather 
ke a Bee to gather {weete hony, then a Spi- 
er to ſucke deadly poiſon out of it, and thou 
Salt find thy ſelfe famed in a new mowld, 
£g C.2 meta- 


Thebeſt purchaſe 


metamorphoſed and moulted into another þ 

As 2. forme : we ſhall beled te confcſle as tis 1n- 

deed;that as the holygholl flled the houſe,ſo a 
this'isa treaſure that filleth the heart,that it 1; 

of that working , that the water of that well g 

was of which Chn{t did ſpeake vnto the wo- : 

lJobn4y; manot Samaria, He that drinkes of this water g, 

forall thirſt no more. p 

The word of God raiſeth vppe the dead, 7; 

regenerateth the liuing,healeth the ficke, and 

preſcructh the whole : delighteth the godly, y, 

reclaimeth the wicked, lightneth the blinde, y 

warmeththe cold, comforteth the ſad, and g, 

confirmeth the deſperate. T he want of this,is & 

the high way that lcadeth tothe chambers G 

of death,and deadly misfortune. For fromg, 


hence onely proceede vaine hope, trembling g, 
( 
| 


feare, conſuming care, furious luſt, boilingy 
couctouſnes,fretting enuv, & fuming anger, 
& the whole black gard,rablement & retinue # 
of malignant miſchiefs,of impotent affeiosgy; 
the carbuncles,boils & botches of our foules yc 
Infinite arethe attributes to expreſle hisf 
properties,which are giuen to theword : ] 
is called Lizhr,Bread,Wme, Medcine,a Sword, 
a Hammer.a fire,Seede. Light , becauſe with 
his orient brightneſfe it illuminateth out» 


O 


mindes, informing them, and induing themgg 


with heauenly wiſedome. Bread, becauſe if { 
(uſtai-* 


of the true hidden treaſure, 2I 


eq f{iſtaineth our hungry ſoules, and filleth our Palm.roy 

N- empty ſoules with goodnefle, ſtrengthning 

lo and ſtaying vs in the way of godlines. Hime, 

1 Secauſe it cheriſheth mannes heart with the 

ell —_ memory of his mercies & promt- 

O- fes,and maketh him mery with the toy of his 

7 countenance. Medicine, that ithealeth our 
putrifying ſore, ſwellings, and corruptiens. 

d, 24 Sword, that it diuideth betwecne the ſoule 

nd ahd the marrow, and heweth aſunder all our Hebr.4 * 

Y, workes , and affetions that are ſinfull. eL - 

Ic, B:ymmer, becauſe it battreth and mollifieth 

nd @ur hard and {tony conſciences. A Fire, bee 

»3 Gauſc it kindleth theſpirite, and the loue of 

Ts God within vs. And Seeae, becauſe,itbeing 

Mmfpwed in the furrowes of our heartes , by the 


Ng = of God our husbandman , it is of verie 


N29 Sreat increaſe and calt, in fome,an hundred, ' 
«rh ſome, threeſcore,in otherſome, thirty fold. 
ue# Since then the vſc heereof is fo orcatand 
Stfhanifold,and extendeth it ſelfe ſofarre,why 
© worketh it not theſewholſome effets in our 
1s full conſciences ? why is it ſhll as adead 
Etter vntovs, as bitter to our taſte, asisthe 
ry gall,or the water of worme-wood, and 
can not digelt it? 


f If Gods wordbea light, why walke wee 


£ 


ul © 
Mot in this light, but groapeat noone day, & 
1M (til in palpable and damnable darkeneſſe 
ary , | C 3 of 


b 


Yr 
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22 Thebeſtpurchaſe 
4 of hornible ignorance? 1 
_ - aitbe Bread, why doe we notasthe An- 
Reael,zo, gelfaydeto lohn, Take this booke and eate u? 
an we do {till remayne hungry like dogges, 
deoeaboutthecity. 
1fitbe Wine, why do we not powre out, 4 
take our fil of it, and make our hearts cheere- 1 
ful and merry with 1t? x 
If it be Medicine, why do we not bind it 1 
toour bliſters and wounds to draweout the 4 
rancor and corruption of them and to make | 
vs whole? t 
Since itisa Sword, why do we notwith it 7 
cutthe cordes of vanitie , and cart-ropes of {Ul 
iniquitie, and hey all the bondes of vngod. 1 
lineſle aſunder? 
Ifitbe a Hammer,why doth not the nc 
of it grate thinecare , and the power of 1! 
- Alimilitude, Hreake thy heartz but thinc cares like Smithi 
dogges vicdtoſuchnoyſe, giue no heed vn-Þ* 
to it: and thy heart more hard and ſtubborn 
than the adamant, veeldnot a whit atall th: | 
blowes therewith? & 
If it be Fire, why doth it not take holdeol pf 
ſin, & conſume our wickednes hke ſtubble 
and melt all the vngodly of the earth lik $ 
droſſe? andinflame and bghten alt our heart 3 
with Gods loue? 


Ifit be Secde oy commeth it. not vpP, ; 


| EW 


"oY 


% of thetruchiddenrreaſure. 23 
and take deeperoote in vs? but weareſlilas _ + | 
waſte ground, which hathnotbeene fowed 
tall? 
$ Theraine isal one which deſcendeth yp- Afiailitude. 
nthe corne,and vpon the thornes, butthe 
ut, Eftett is not one: for it falles ypon the corne 
re- to ripen it for the barnezbut vpon thethorn, 
© fit it for the fire « The gracious deaw of 
{ it the bleſſed worde of God, hath beene great 
he among vs; it behooueth vs to ſceto his ef- 
ke fect, whether this moiſture doth bring vppe 
thornes within vs,or ingendreth good ſecede. 
ii. Goetothen , now tell me, what is itthat 
of thou wanteſt? and,tel me whetherthis be not 
\d. 1 trealure,and a ſtore-houſe,to furnith euery 
Avant. 


jiſc4 Dooſt thou hunt after honour,and praiſe 2.Cor.4, 
,f1 Þf men?by this ſhal euery man haue praiſe of 
thy God. Doth thy heart couet after riches and 
rn Jong life ? beholde, thelength of dayes is at Prover,z 


an | $7 
arr His right hand : Riches and plenteouſneſleis 
the 


Ny, 

his houſe . Dam reſteth wholly conten- 
&d with this, The Lords my portion. Moſes 
efore him preferreth Chriſts rebuke before 
e coffers and riches of «/£gypt, &llthe ri- 
i, Mesthatarein the world, make not an end of 
art Mis joyful harueſt; forit isnot ſhut vp vnder 
| Hepromiſes of this Iife , butit ſtretcheth to |, +4m.4. 
He promiſes ofthe life that is to come . The 


PP! 
ans C 4 Spirit 
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Thebeſt purchaſe || 

| Spirite ſpeaketh cuidently , They which ſeeke, 
the Lord, ſhall want rothing that 1s good. An,Þ 
- __ Fwerablewherunto is this Aphoriſme of ow 
Matthew s Saujour, Fir /ecke the kingdome of God, and 
this ſhali be the Porter that ſhall bring inal 
your huing, all other things ſhall be put into # 
your mouthes. _ 
If ignorance doth trouble thee, here thou yg 
maiſt haue knowledge : if heauipeſle, com. y 
fort: if doubt, counſaile: iffeare, hope : i! @ 
diſpaire, encoragement : if temptation; pro- w 
teftion. - | 
Mazkew 41 Thelatter Daxid with theſe ſmall ſmootl & 
ſtones,ſmote the hairy ſcalpeof our gholtly þ 
Goliah,and put him to confuſion . And the 
former Damd with his ſhield and buckler did 
- beare off brauely the buffets that ſinne gauce: 
him, [aid hide ({aicth he) thy Lawe within m). 
heart, that [might not ſinue again#t thee, 4 

q There isnoage, or ſexe, or condition ol! 
perſons, that hath not a great benefte, anc 
treaſure ofthe word. It isa rule for the yon! Þþ 
man to ſquare his life, and for the old man te 
| order his death. It is vnto the poore inſtead 
3 ofthe meale, thattooke away the bitternes 1 
and deathof that hearb which was in the pot 
| it gigeththem comfortin the midſt of altherJ 
| .. . {forrowes.  Itfheweththerich man; how tc9 
vie hisriches, it tcacheth the Gaining wile 4 
| | OM: : 


of the true hidden treaſure. 25 
ome. So that euen as /o/eph had no vie of 
ſtronomie, becauſe he hat the gift ofpro- 
heſie , ſo heneedeth not any other riches, 
nd that hath this incomparable riches of Gods 
all ſpirit. 
ito # Since therfore we (fo diligently read books 
of bumanclcarning,from whece we obſerue 
fell aoching, but either common-wealth difſct- 
line, or gguernement of health, orprecepts 
: - cctten points of husbandrie,or n- 
'0- yentions of trades, or allurements vnto plea- 
ſures:how much more ought our whole (tu- 
2th ge be ſet vpon Gods law, by which God 
ty Himſelfe ſpeaketh face to face vnto vs, b 
theqwhich the mind is exceedingly pp" 
Jie Wiſquiet thoughts diſpelled, thewholeman 
uEenabled , beyond all imagination to euery 
ood worked 
# Bethouof what mould and conſtitution 
That may be,hereis argument and readingfor 


O 


y turne. Art thou of a grauc andſeuere diſ- 


polition.and doth nothing but a ſad and au 
\Meare ſtile delight theethere is law agrecable 


che 


\N» 
2ur 


ado thy humour. Is thy heart ſo obdurate, as 
cs Mc thing but udgement,and terror can ſoften | 
ot repaire vnto the Frophets, whoſe dreadful 
cr gomminations are hammers and thunder- 


Soltes,and as {cepters of vron to beate them 
Foto powder, Artthoulight hearted and of ' 1 | 
| a ' 


-  Thebeſtpurchale - 
2 iocund, and delightſome nature ? heere iz, 
plalmodieand harmoniefor thy fancie. Arg 
thou phuloſophically and grauely-bent, ang 
dehghtelt thou to heare conciſe, and curiouyy 
ſentences? the Lord here opencth ls mouthy 
in parables,and declares vnto thee hard ſen-gg 
tences of old: Reade 7ob, Eccleſiaſtes the pro-yy 
uerbes of Sa/omon , and there are quicke in. gg 
uentions ſutable to thy vaine. Laſt of all, angf 
thou nice and curious in thy reading , andJy 
doth nothing but Chronicles and antiquiticyy 
affe&t thee 2 there are none ſuch braue anti: gg 
quaries asthepen-men of the Scripture, thegy, 
admirable a&tuaries & hiſtorians of all times. gg 
Thus euery kind of wav whither ſoeucr weglf 
turne ourſelues, and name what we will, weggs 
hauec herea treſure to beare out al our wants. 4 
So as it ſcemeth not vnlike a princes armory,gg 
which affoordeth plenty of all ſorts of armorgh, 
and implements of warrefare,ſutableto cuc-F; 
ry condition of perſon, whether of tall orlow'2 * 
ſtature, whether of ſtrength or weaknelle olyy; 
body. ''J 
Whatis worldly treaſure which weeſteems 
ſo much, but baſe and vile in compariſon-of 
this which weeſtcem (o little? Paw/not beine | 
able to find out with himſelfe a worſer thine 4 
to which he might compare it, likeneth it toy 
dung. A homely compariſon, yet ſang | 
right? 


' ofthe truc hiddentreaſure. 
he the nature of thething. For what 1s it 
c,being confidered as it1s? whatis theſub- 
nce of our chiefeſt treaſure, as of gold, (1- 
r,or the Omx ſtone, butt the very guts and 
&|:1lation of the earth? The gorgeous glut- 
mn who was intherufte, robed in purple: 


rO-yghat was the matter of it , but the wooll of 


IN. "dead beaſts, and what was the dic and colour 
ar of t,butthe excrements of the (hel fiſh? His 
ndfagwnes and daintie diapers, whatwere they 

tichat the barke and the skinne of the Haxe?Hlir 
Ml- delicate diſhes ſent from his dreſſer, what 
eggerc they but the carcaſles of beaſtes, birds, 
&. ard fiſhesthis pompous pallace was nothing 
Weglſe but a contafed luwp of earth congelted 


Veeecther. 


tS. 3 And if I ſhouldleade you witha long Wo 


"Y,courſe,and reciteof particulars, I muſt brand 
Othem on the foreheads with Sa/omons marke, 
C- Vanitie of vanities and all us vane. 

W2Z Thereis nothingearthly , ſtable and per- 
ol-anent : The word of G ad only endureth 
@r cuer. 


4 r youth wax ſoonold, fortune often frow- 
1! feth, and riches ebbe and flow,as thewaters 
"4 he fea, andreſemble harlots, who dono- 
to: Hing butflatter,coozen,and forlake vs. The 
12, op that calleth thee bleſſed, deceiteth thee 
Will - / | fauh 


Our hfe paſleth away ſwiftly like a poſt, 


Luke.16s 


Eccle.n, 


A ſimilitude, . 
Uai, 4+ 
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faith the Prophet 7/2, Truſt not this flatter. 
ing and deceitfull world, which will kill thee 
with culling thee, as /oab did Amaſa, and 744 
hel did Si/opa. It wil promiſe thee one thing 
and gue thee another thing, as Labvan,whoW 
promiſed Rache/ynto /acob , and foilted 1M 
Leah,Itpromiſeth thee proſperitie;and it gi-MW 
ueth thee aduecrfitie , tempering poiſon in ; 
golden challice,like the whoore of Babylon. wn 
What did all the treaſure and pleaſure ohh 
e/Zoyptayaile to help 'Pharas, whenas in thels 
height and top of his gallantneſle, the water{w 
ouerwhelmed him, the depths coucred hm 

and his whole hoaſt did lincke to the bottoni 
like a ſtone? pa! 
Nabwucad-nez,zayr had truſled VPPc muc an) 
treaſure,and had brought inthe wealth of th 
whole world,into his exchequor and treaſu 

rie at Babylon, he (talked in his galleries, an 
crowed pertly like a cocke vppon his dungy 
hill : Is not this great Babel which [ hane built" 
for the honogr of my kingdome? Put his comi® 
was ſoone cut , he ſoared vp ſo high in thi 
lightneſle of his mind,euen as the bird by th 
lIightnefle of her feathers, but he was mad®# 
come downe with miſchiefe enough, and of 
the other ſide brought as low , dren from 

his court and courtly retinue,and dicted,cou-% 

ched,and driuen among bealtes, 6 A 
ala 


' of thetruehidden treaſure. 29 
r.4 Baltaſar braued it paſlingly for atime and 
who but Ba/taſar ? butthis luſtineſſelaſted 

tfor immediately he ſaw vypon the plaſter of Dang, 
10. the wal his definitiue doome,which brought 
helm to his dumpes,: perplexed his thoughts, 
ir @ſfolucd his1oynts, knocked his knees roge= 
71-ther, and what good then did all his treaſure 
1 :dÞ him? | 


il Is 
o\thieir eſtate, who preferre this earthly which 
heisfo fraile and fickle, before the celeſtial trea» 
-r{@re of the worde which abideth for eucr: 
6 apo ſhall I I}ken fach a generation? 
1nMhey are like vnto dogges,who will not de- 
art fromthe dric bone they gnaw vpon, for 


aby pcece of money : or like e/ops cocke, 


c 
Mt bauing found a greatiewell in the dung- 
ulWl,is deſirous to permute it with a batly kar- 


ll. 
2X If thou fecareſt that thy corne will foiſt in avgin pag, t 
;layver ground,to preuent ſuch miſhap, thou 3 
ni&@(t hoiſt it vp toa higher granciie. Thy 

hAafure which thou coftereſt & hoardelt vp 
hMearth,will canker and corrupt in this caſc, 

dWrforc beas prouident for thy ſoule,as thou 
ofcarcfull of thy corne for the ſuſtenance of 

ny body,& lay vp ſuchprowſion as is need- 

u/W forit, 1n the higheſt loft, where it may he 

ly, & be as forward to lift thy ſoul to hea- 


al UCT 


A finilicude, 


"The beſt hpardafe') 


uen,as thou art to lift vp higher vpon any oc 


caſton thy graine heere | In carth : 'if thog 
aske(t how , , and art herein deſirous to b 
taueht?I anſwere with Anuzuſime the pullicy 


gables, ladders, & inſtruments hereunto bek 
are thy wel qualified and godly ai 


fetions, Thy  loue is the captaine that gael 


longing, 
the onlet,the foote of the ſoule, according ti © 
this propolition of S. Auguſtine, Amor me: 

onaus meum; Amore feror quocung, teror. My 
lone is my burden, whither ſocuerT am cay 


nied,it is loue that carieth me. Eaſe account W 
þ v 
ſpeR,partly, becauſe theſubſticeis but ba{{ 
and partly,becauſe | it1sfalſe, and counterfey 
Suchis the treaſure which the world yecl 


made of ſome kind of money, inadoublerq 


deth vs, the word of God onely is of f1mp 
ſubſtance, purer the gold,yeathen fine gol 


purer then the hluer which hath bin ſcauck 


times in thefurnace purified. 


Bagge vp therefore ſuch money as is cul 


rant, and will be ſure to goe for payment! 
the rfarteRion of the uſt Send thy treaſut 
thither , whither thouart ſure to goe; as t 

tiercHbeit- factor lateth out his mony abroad 

to be repaide it at hoine. 


We are here trauellers and pilerims vpol 


earth, and haueno certaine dwelling & placd 


As ibellers cannot carry any great burdc 
WI « 


| 


7 
b{ 
| 
r 
at 


c 
O 1 
: 
e 
ell 


(/ 
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th them, neither is it wiſedome to beſtow 
"ſt there, where ye may not Hhide,ſo to rake 
»@ treaſure here, from whencewe mult al de- 
art, and to burden our ſeluegwith heauy 
<@&des of worldly poſle(lions in our trauell 
@wardes heauen,is both unportable and ab- 
cle. 6 
iy Looke not thou for water to be yeeldedto 
ee out of the flintie ſkone,or wooll to keeps 
Ie e warme from the alles backe. It is mad- 
meſle to hunt the windes witha net, itis loſt 
Wour to build vpon the ſand , andtodraw 
þ water with a ſyue. Hauerecowrſeto 440. 
{@, the Prophets, and Apoſtles, andfrom 
theſe fountaines- which can neuer be dried 
#Þ,draw waters of ſaluation. Lay this good 
ndation, andit ſhall be like Mount Syon, 
ich can nener be remooued. 
8 Let the glutton1n hell,out of the middeſt |, - 
the ame,defire that ſome preacher might 
(ent from the dead, to fore-w arne his bre- 
ten: we mindfull of the cenſure, & reproof 
he Prophet: what? from the lining to the _. _ 
{heare Moſer;& the Prophets:to whom 
Mve ſhall haue diligent acceſſe , we do not 
IW9t our hands in a beggars wallet, but into a 
Sre-houſe, and treaſuric of wealthwhich 
- neuer be ſpent. 
WT beholy Scriptures are like adcepe well, $imiitudes. 
8 © and 
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and fountaine,which is not to be drawne o 
andempticd by a bucket , but the more ye 
laue it forth,che freſher it runneth : or like 1g) 
cold or filuer, which,the more you rubbe ie 
&turn it with your hands, the brighter it ap 
careth:or like vnto fire, which,the more itiShe 
lowne,tþe cicerer it burncth. T heſe {imilif@c 
tudesfal wel into our purpole.{1ncetheſcripFnc 
tures viethem,& the word of God is compa 
red vnto them. For as theſe things are cheet@hc 
eſt in requeſt,and excel} all others :410 God 
worde ealzly doth exccll, and ruleth ouer ale 
Let the Poets therefore ſtand vpon theifen 
numbers, odes, and verſes, and draw thenYFot 
from their tained and farre fet fountaine@g@he 
Hetkcon,{ aſtalio, Parnaſſus, and ſuch like : wo! 
haue the word from heauen,publiſhed to thi dc 
church vpon the mountaines, Sinai, $ion,an 
Fhierwu/alem.Let the Heathens hunt after the! 
| idle imaginations, and run into the holes anl 
caues of the carth,to their worm eaten oakke! 
to their paltrie pillers;for their oracles are d! 
reions in all their proccedings, we inſtecdy 
of theſe brokenreedes, doe wholly reſt ou 
ſelucsvpon theſure foundation of the word 
which ({tandeth faſt for cuer. 1 
Puthagorai may parley as long as he pleal 
with owles,and with Eagles. Apollonius Th 


| 


— 


f 


\ 


Ea 


axes way hitcn till he ſt after the chirpi 


__  —— 
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23"d piping of birdes: we ler: d our cares alone 
So the God of heaucn,the creator of al thines, 
Sy /72/es,the Prophets, his ſonne Chriſt, and 
Fc Apoſtles ſpeaking vnto vs. | 
'F Let worldlings dehight them ſelues till if 
Sicy will, intheir foolith wifedome, or wiſe 
Þoliſhnes,or continue blinded in their rude; 
\Fnd grofle ignorance, or gape ſtill for gold; 
Meyery oarbage of the earth and:with wret- 
@:cd E/ax, hunt for veniſon abroad, we ſhall 
Mit with bleſſed /acob tora bleſſing at home; 
Sc ſhall lay vp treaſure for our ſelues in hea- 
Yen , we thall dimbe the mountaine of this 
Forldly wiſedome,and treade'it vndet feete: 
Whereby we (hall behold asin a clecte res 
'$00:the ſecret my[teric of al heauenly wiſe- 
2 dome,and all thef; 58g treaſure of ſal. 
uationzwhich grace,the Lord 
gme vs. 


© 


Crap, IIL. 


That the word of G 0a, tt a Pearls of 
| great price. 


q T2 Ing. es the: haw-giuer to the Lordes 
Ne people , bcing to ſet foorth Gods 


jR\ {'preceptcs vnto them, that they 


_ D might 
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might bethe more zealousof them, he put 
teth this peremptorie preamble vnto them. 
Theſe woraes which I commannd thee this day, 
ſhall be m thine heart , and thou ſhalt rebear /e7 
chem continually to thy chilaren,and ſhalt talk of: 7 

them when thog tarieſt in thine houſe, as thou 
walkeſt by the way,and when thou heft down,andÞy | 
when thou riſeſt vp. And thou ſhalt bind them! 9 
for a figne vpon thine hand, and they ſhall be aig. 
frontlets between thine eyes, allo thouſhalt writth, 
them wpon the poſtes of thine houſe,and vpon thy 
ates. ; 
; Thus he trimmes his matter with ſundry. 
' ornaments and circumſtances of art,to make 
it to be loued , as a woman deckes her ſelft 
with a great number of 1ewels,that ſhe might 
be more eſteemed. 
Hereis a muſter of circumſtaunces togeyy... 
ther,marching and following in very ſtrang} | 
array : euery ſcucrall worde 1s the edge of 
ftharpſword,and the main blow of a beetle,tg 
druuethis wedge through our knottic block; 
iſh conſciences. | 
A man would hauc thought he had vſes 
force enough,and made his matter ſure wit! 
the firſt onſet,in commanding,that this wor(K;; 
ſhould be withinour heart, which is a caskc\iq 
& coffer ſufficient to keep it ſafeenough. Fol 
that is a ca{Ue and Gran that repelſeth the 


batrerid 


* oftherrnechidden treaſure. '25 
4 Satteric of ſinne. Wherefore Dawzidfaith, 1 Phtme 119 
 Rhane hidden thy commannaements in my heart, 
"hat [ſhould not ſinne againſt thee, 
3 Butnot ſo ſatisfied, herequireth further, 
'Fhat we rehearſe his precepts to our children, 
&nd thatas a Nightingale , who hath got a - 
'Þlcaſant note, 3s alwates harping and chit. 
Ing vpon it, we ſhould alwaies dilate and de» 
"'Jcant vppon them! , when we come into the 
3 oule , 
$ But, albeit domefſticall ſtudy and quiet, 
 Fvuch furthereth meditation , yet a further 
'{Saske and labour isenioyned vs,namely, that 
Fhileſt we are in our iourney , and the out. 
Frard feete of our bodies runne their waies; 
He inward feet of the mind and ſoule ſhould 
 Sunnewith Daxid, the waies of Gods come 
Mandements. 

And yet as though this worke thus en- 
Dyncd vs, were not cnough for vs, he com- 
Wandethmoreouer, that couching andlying 

*Jowne, our minds ſhould watch and waite 

reypon. This ſeemcth to be fuch a hard 
©Weece of ſeruice,as the like wherof,no maſter 
"Ycth to lay vpon his ſcruant, whoamong vs 
"$f abridge their ſeruants of their naturall 
"R{t,a5 to exatt and claimethat time which is 
- Wc to'reſt, to be ſpent im our affaires. | 
1% One would thinke now he could goe no 

7 D 2 further 


rie 
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'further,butthat he muithere ſtop and ſet vp 
hisreſt : but behold, aſloone as we ate out of 

_ ourſleepe, anddocaſt vp ourcies; he ſcttethÞ 
Wworke cnough before vs, For to helpe our?! 
memories that arc weake and ſlippene, he: 

-, willeth vs to weare them as rings vppon our 7 \ 
fingers, and bind them as fignets ypon our! 
hands, and yctas though the hand were too Y1 
farre deftant, and reznooued from the heart, *t 

and for all this helpe and good meane, might? 

be forgetfull,, he prouideth that his precepts Jt 

ſhould be the obic& of our ſenſes, in ſetting 2 v 

them as frontlets betweene our cies, which 3 

may alwaies ruband quicken yp our memo- Ih 

Hes. ,- is ; .. op 

And yetthere wants this clauſe to make fulJp' 

the period. 7 hoy /hatt write thews vpon the poſts} of 

of thine houſe,and vpon thy gates,thatthy ſtuds, = 
gates,and portals,at th 7 ingreſle,and cgrefle, 

way be publike preachers to thee. #21 
Now thou, O man of God, let measke 

thee this one thing 3 why doſt thou amplifie® 

and enlarge this matter , and gueſt ſuchet-} 
ters of conimendation vato it? No doubt th 
anſwere.15,thattreaſurc of much worth, hath 
need to be wel kept,and thatpearles of cheet- 
eſt price, which are calily loſt, ſhould be faſt 
ticd to ribbands,and warily locked vp. -. 
It is to much purpole that the ward on ny 
pled}: 
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p pled MA IN toa pcarl,and a manifold 


of Z and comfortable vie we haue hereof, andit 
th 3 lively ſettcth forth the dignitie,nature,and ex- 
ar 7 cellencie of the word. 
ie This Pearlis the omnipotent and cternal 
ir 3 word of God, properly {o called, for ſundry 
ur 3 good ceſpets,whether we conſider the ſub- 
0 Jie, matter,or form,maner, and operation of 
t, Jthepearle. 

tt} Forthe matter ofit, it confiſteth wholy of 
ts I the dew of heauen,which a certain thel-fith, 


: 3 viually at aſct and certaine ſcaſon of the yeere. 


hIdraweth to it ſelf;as natural pluloſophers and 
2 hiſtorians do report : now how in thispro- 
Jperty it fitteth Chriſts nature,the kingly Pro- 
Jphetſheweth vs direRtly in this wiſe. The fruze 
of the womb 1s of the aew of the morning. Jie ad 
margaritam iam ipſam pernenerat, que miegu- 
1 ments mortalitatts quaſt concharum obſtacults, 
Jmnter profunda huius ſeculi atg, inter anuritias 
Bſaxcas Indeorum aliyyuanao latuerat, Chnit 
eZ now,(as faith Auguſtine)egrew vnto the very 
-J{ubſtance of a pearlc,incloſed and ſhut vpin 
! virgins womb, and mantle of mortalitie, asit 


( 
of 


werc in the ſhell,and couerture ofthe faſh,ly- 


ing hid a while in the depth ofthis world,as it 
werein theſca,and among the cragged rocks 
of the people af the Tewes.. : - 

.i'T he; 
| D3 ftenng 
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: 
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Aug- Tom.q. 
Queſt.in 


forme of the pearleis orient and gli- F 
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 ſtering,and exceeding beautifull, wherein it 
hath a notable agreement with this word, as 
theſame father in the ſameplace thus witneſ- 
ſeth, Verbum Domin; lucidum candore veritatis, 
 & ſoludum firmitate eternitatis , & wndzg, ſui 
femile pulchritudine dininitatis, The word of | 
God ſhineth through the brightneſlc of the Fl) 
yeritic, itis firm and ſound through the ſoli- Yu 
dity of eternity,and itisin al parts alike inthe I d 
\ beauticof dwuimitie. u 
111 - Thevertueandoperation ofthe pearlc is |] r/ 
great, and for diners v(cs is exceeding medi- |} c: 
_cinable,among other,to remedie the panting || :/ 

ofthe heart,toquicken,comfort, wa 3” Hu 

the vitall ſpirits, to depell and driue away the 
iddineſlſe,dizzinefle, and ſwimming of the | {1 
cad. Now how all theſe conſpirein onein tt 
-- Chriſt, andarecompleateinhim, andare }] g 
: broughttopaſle invsby feeling experience, 
by the operation of the word, itis ascleer and 

apparant as the Sunne. | 

- 1-This was thatwhich was Dawsds comfort, 
_ quickened him inthe midſt of his trou- | v 
le. 
; The wantofthis,droue Sax/into all per- 
 plexedandpittiful paſſions,and moſt deſpes. 
ratedeſignements , whileſt herowled in his + * 
melancholy and mad moode and bethought | 
himſelfe, how God was depaned from ham, 


and I :: 


AQ © © bu $þ 
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| Rand auoſweared him no more, either by 


Prophet, or by dreame. Thisis the comfor- 

table clefuaric of our ſoules,made by the art 
» Rofthe beſt Phiſttian,and approoucd by long 
$ experience as molt excellent. 
f = Thisisthat aguawite, which doth,not on- 
> Bly ſlack andalay our thirſt, but worketh with- 
- Fin vsto the quickning of our life, when it is 
> Edeadinſinne. Therefore Peter calleth it the 

word of life, ſaying : Lord, whuher ſhall we goe? 
$ © thou haſt the words of eternall ife. And Chriſt 
calleth it life. Thu :5 life eternall,te know thee 
the true God,and him whom thou haſt {ent, Jeſus 


Chriſt, 


linne, ſo dead and buried in it, whome 
the woorde can not quicken and rayſe vp as 
gaine. 
* Ttcried outtothedrie and dead bones in 
the field,and lJoethey were knit together,the 
fleſh came vpon them,and the skinne abouc 
couercd them, they breathed, hued, ſtoode 
! vpon their fecte , and became a mightic ar- 
mie. 
Lazarus who had lien foure daies in his 
graue,was quickned by thisword. — 
As the bodic-lnteth by his bodily food,fo 
doth the ſoule by his fpiritual foode:the food 
and dict of the ſoule isthe word. But herein 
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A fimilitude, 


Tohn.s 


Iohn.19 


There is no ſinner ſo ſwallowed vp of 


Ezech,z5 


Tohn,rs 
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this food exceedeth muchthe other, that this 
iseffectuall and huclv to the dead, but the o- 


ther is nouriſhable onely to the living, Take 


| thou heede therefore of the wretchles regard 


& fimiticude, 


et PrE> who- with muſicke tamed: ſauagc 


and loathſomaneſle of the word, ſince it 5 thy v 


meate. For as among the diſcaſes of the body, n 
there is none more deſperate then his, whoſe] e 


| ſtomacke cither loatheth or retaineth nothis þ 


meate,the ng of his life, without which x 
the body dieth: ſo he,whole ſoule abhorrethlF «, 
thismeategs in all extremitie, and is brought », 
according to the ſaying of the prophet, euenll /: 
to deaths doore. N | 

Whatmanis ſo deſperately and irrecouec-}j ti 
rably ſicke , who doth not gladly heare thath tl 
Phiſitian , who doth but barely make him] c 
promiſe of his health, albcit he be notabletoff « 

erformeit? wherefore ſince Gods word itil þ 
= of itſelfe,and healcth allinfirmitics,ſuffe» 
reth ys notto be giddie in the pirit,or wauerf | 
in the faith, but giucth vs aflurance of our c- 
gernal ſaluation, © deare and precious!letthis 
pearle be ip our ſight. 

Let the Pacts boaſt of Orphercs as they 


O 


calts : ofthis we are moſt ſure, thatGodsl ri 
words; hath reclaymed-and. altered beaſtly}] 1 
minds. and of Apoſtatacshath made ther 
Apoltles,of purloyners at Gods ſecrets.and} 
Tl y 7 mex* 
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merchand1zers ofthe word, hath made them 
the faithtfull ciſpenſers of his myſteries. 

Paulvery expreflelylaieth out ſo much, 
whenas portraying out our counterfeit, as it 
was, without Chriſt, after whoſe glorious t- 
mage we haue bin perfeRed and transform- 
ed, he indigeſtly ſhadoweth vs out with a 
blacke coale in. this miſhappen manner. 
We our ſelues allo were 11 1186s paſt vnwiſedife Titus z, 
obedient Aeceined, ſermng the luſtex, ard ainers / 
plea/ures fltwing in malicionſneſſe and 48 
full,and hating one another. Likewile, ceading 
vs along with arehearfall of ſundrie enormt- | 
ties which we rifely- committed, he inferreth 
therevpon,that this was our eſtate, but the 
calc is altred with vs, we are waſhed, ſanflified, n,Cor,s, 
aud inſtified, in the name of the Lord leſs, and 
by the ſpirit of G od. 

Be weneuer ſo profound and deeply wife 
in humane wiſedome, it way beſeemevs well 
--| to ſeeke after this wiſedome , as a Peatle of 
is} greater price and vertue thanthe other. 

S olomon,the wile{t that euer was,law veric 
yi manifeſtly, that whereſoeuer the vncreated 
:c< wiſedome of God fpake, it ſpake of excellent Prover,s 
is} rhimgs, enerthings ſeemely for Priaces. And al- 
vi though ſome places are ſhallow enoughfor 
thelambe-:to wade in, yet there be ſome deep 
enough to drowne the very elephant : «1 _ 
Fs | VIC 
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which we may ſay with the holy Apoſtle, 05 
the deepeneſſe of the counſailes and wiſedome of 
God) how vnfearchable are thy wayes; and thy 
paths pa#t finding out * One Platois woortha 
thou dvulgar men, the Scripturesſurpaſle 
all the writings in the world. 

Loe, thou that arte ſo highly conceited 0 
thy ſelfe, and thinkeſt thou canſt ſce farre be. 
yond the Moone, imagining that a Preacher 
can ſpeake nothing vnto thee, but that thou 
knewelt before, or that he is not able to {ture 
thy affe&ions, 1 wiſh that David might bee a 
preſidemvntothee , to reforme thy iudge- 
ment , who being mightily inſpired with the 
Spinit, yet for al his wiledomedwelt ſhlinthe 
damnable ignorance of his finne, without re- 
morce of conlcience, vntill the luely voice off 
Nathan the Preacher picrced his |:cart,open- 
ed the eyes of his vnderſtanding, and taugith 
him knowledge. 

Nabuchadne2zar hadde a viſion of a tree, 
which was a figure of his fortune : but all his 
wilards in court and country coulde not lay it 


open,but he tormented himſelf with the hid- 


.. den myſterie of it, vntill Dewe/did vnfoldeit. 


i; Par was a choice man, of very rare parts & 
andindumentsof mind,traded vp in learning 
at Gamahels feet, a door of the law mightily 
xcad, and checked by his Ea 
i | r 
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rouermuch ſtudying of himſelfe : yet for al 
s pziuiledge of his wiſedome and learning, 

was ſottith and ſenſlefle, vntill hee entred 
to Chriſt his ſchoole, his learning was but a 
ad letter vnto him, yntil the ſpirit quickned 
m,and he was ſem to Anamas,who inform- 
| him whatto do. 


ppes,thou ſpeakeſtlike a Parrot, thou can(t 
reached of Chniſt , but didde not know ſo 


uch, 

Truſt mee, there is no eſtate of life more 
({erable,than to remainein ignorance of the 
ord, and no eſtate happier,than to hauc the 
re- knowledge of it . What ſay I of this Pearle? 
: of Thatit eaſeth panting hearts,dizzie heads, and 
heereth vitall ſpirits, this word 1s Toavpavyey, 
nd rorulebmrey it is allinall vntovs. 


cc, Daxid play theſe ſongs and ditties vppon the 
his Þarpe,hisfrenſie leaucth him , and his minde 
y it Fsagaine quicted. 

This charmed the very diuell , and made 
:1t. ſhim ſwell, he did burſt when he did ſet vpon 


ot tell what,as Caiphas,who prophecied and ; 
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If the Spirit openeth not the doore of thy , gmttcuce. 


If Sau/be maddethorow melancholy , if , wa... 


rts Þur Saujour,putting him to ſhame,andto his Math.4. 


ng Heelcs ſogainly. 
aly ] This curbled;and fo ratled theruffians that 


attach 


creſentfromthe Scribesand hie Prieſts, to **** 
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attach andarre(t Chriſt as they had no pox 
er ouer him. 


01 


It exhorteth, it threatneth, it inciteth,it re. 


claymeth, it inſtructeth,it conuinceth,it ſing- 


eth,it mourneth.it praicth,it deteſteth,it com« 
mendcth, it difalloweth, it recounterh things 


paſt, foretelleth things to come, it fingeth 0 
mercy, and diſcourſethof iudgement. It ben. 
deth euery way like to ſoft waxe, to bend our 


ſtubborne conſciences.. '1 
Pax! in this eſpecially commendeth his 


Timothie, that he haddeſpent his time in thee 


ſtudy ofthe Scriptures from his tender age, 
wherby-he was able to ſhew himſelf a work- 
man,to cut the word aright,to doe the worke 
of an Euangcliſt , tobe prowptand turnith- 
ed to cuery goed work. 

Thrice happy was the ſtate and gouerne- 
ment of //rac{,vhich by Urim and Thummim 
asked counſaile of che Lordz wec arenowein 
bleſſed caſe , who hauethe light and lanterne 
of Gods word ſet vpon an hill, ſetoutin our 


pulpits, as ina candlzſticke, by which wee 
haue Gods counſaile and direftion for ours 
doings: ſoas, hauing this lewel and PearleF 


vponour breaſts voyde of all feare and trem- 


bling at the heart,freed from al wauering and | 


_  vnſtablewayes: and finaly,reniued nowr vi- 
_  tallſpirits, weetake vpthe ng: aliiying 


rhayings 
© 


Ine 
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of Gods ſaints. As with diuine Dania, who 
merrily maketh this melody on his harpeand 
*Mhumble bandore, The Lorde u my life and my Plk 7, 
*B/alrarion, whome then ſhall [ feare ? The Lorde 
s the ſtrength of my life, of whome then ſhall [ be 
fraide? What if hoftes of men beſet me? yet ſhal prtme ny, 
not feare: and though there riſe vp war againſ ; 
* ve , yet ſhall put mytruftin thee , And with 
Damels conlortes " or our heroicall and in- 
incible ſtomackes,with fauhtfull heartes,ſay- 
ng, Beholde the God whome we worſhip he ſhall Dany. 
deliver 115 out of the fiery furnace . And wyth 
\@pccrelefle Pax/, commune the caſe,and chal- 


engealladuerſary power into the field , and 


xpoſtulate thus with them, #/ho al ſeperate 


1 from the lowe of God which ts in Chriit Teſus 
wr Lorde? Andwyth hym , when weehaue 
cencall that they can doe, be of this courage 

ad reſolution with our ſelues, that nothing 
1Yhalbe able to ſunder and diuorſe vs from the 

auor of the Lord. 

Butall this while heere is but one Pearle 
poken of,to which the word of the kingdom 
compared. And not without good caule : 
orthere is but oneat one time ingendred in 

efſh, anditſeemeth , thatthe name that is 
wen vntothe Peatle, which is called, ro, 
-$*preſlcth this his nature , which ſignifieth 
nc. ; 
In 
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In this it hath a fitte alluſion vnto Chriſt d 
who is out ſole and alone mediator, and hat 1 
no other, either Angel or Saint to ſhare, an" 
partake wyth hym. There is but one Mediators 
betweene God and man , the man Chrift IeſwW 
Neither u there ſaluation im any other elſe : For? 
there 1s no name vnder heauen whereby we mu | 
be ſaned,but the name of Ieſus: For i Aro eli 
ſhall we goe? Lorde thou ha#l the wordes of eter. ! 
nall life. 
Asallthelight and brightnes of the ſtarreeF"* 


proceede from one Sunne, ſo all our righte.F le 
ouſnes proceedeth entirely from one SonneF®! 
of righteouſnes, leſus Chriſt only. hi 

As Pharaofſayd to loſeph (whichname in? 
the Egyptian language isa Sauior) /am Pha” 
rao, and without thee ſhal no man flirre his hand 
or his foote, in all the land of Eg ypt . So may iff 
be fayde of Chriſt,that wythout him wee are} + 
able to do nothing of our ſelues : For all po" 
wer is giuen by his father vnto him , bothi ar, 
heauen and earth. np 
One ſunne alone chaceth away the foggyſ've 
darkenes of the night;there are infinite otherſſ{4"? 
ſtarres, butall of them ſhining and 'gliſteringÞ'*" 
together, and putting totheir power, arenc la 
ableto diſpell it . I graunt that they are to v7 
as lampes and burning torches, and miniſteſF<e 


- greatlight, but yet the blacknes of Ps lan 
ot 


{ 
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Edoth remayne,and is not expelled by them. 
ET hconly fonne of God hath done away our 
Sight, and hath turned the darkeneſſe of our 
grollc ignoraunce , into the day-lightof his 
Relorious goſpel ſhining into our hearts: God 
hath alſo _ vs many helpes beſides, by 
Swhich he hath much illuminated our minds, 
Has men of learned skil,muchſeenc in philoſo- 
@hy and poyntes of humane learning , who 
ine as ſmaller ſtars inthe firmament of this 
orld; but theſe haue caried,as itwere,a can- 
| dle before the ſunne, which vaniſheth before 
ſit hath not remoued the night from vs, but 
hicke clowdes, and darknes hath ſtill ouer- 
Yhadowed vs : onely Chriſt, the wa. 1-0 of 
; is Father giveth cleere light to vs that fitin 
{Barknes, the lightthatlightneth the Gentiles, 
nd the glory of the people /ſraet. 
-f Since then one Pearle Gppbc all our | 
rants, whatneede we more than one? The 
rres of heauenare many, becauſe they are © 
perfe&t,and one of them feuered, can not © 
,vucſuch light asall of them comioyned. The 
=arresare many, becauſe their lightis little, 
,opcrefore thatwhich is wanting inthem fin- 
Sularly, is ſupplied by them generally . But 
yþcreis but one ſunne, becauſc his light is ſuf= 
cient of it ſelfe, heeneedeth nottheaydeof 
Flanet or of ſtarretoencreaſc hislight .- _ 


J 
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 Chriſtislight cnough,and in him isno dike 1 
nes,heis a ſole and ſufficient Sauior, and\thtr.$#" 
fore he abideth no copartners with him. al 
eLupuitine by a plauſible and plane Grip: 
litude = dilateth vponthispoynt, and ma! 
keth the matter manifeſt : T he golde which 
thou poſleſſcR can not bee thy hluer. Tho 
canſ{t notcallthy bread which thou eateſt,th 
wine : but Chriſt may be {aid to be ſtar om 
www, allinall vato thee. And herein he on 
ly fatisfleth and contenteth him(elfe, and thy 
tas the Philoſophers ſtone vato him,and the 
molllenminadeheing nothingin companion 


ofthis,or belidethis alone, ſaying in this forte 
© Lord, Ircquire nothing but thee, for thou 


arte onely my Doforand Dottrine, Phyſi 
cian and Medicine,the ſole preparer and per 
fe&ter of my minde, my loneandlouer, my 
: eiftatid giuer, my life, andthe onlypreſeruci 
_. of myltc, T 
' - Buttheleamned Schoole-man Gregory pa 
rapiraſeth pathezically and properly vppo 
this poynt: I confider (fayth hee) the father 
ofthe olde and new Teſtamenty Danid, Da 
_ ruel, Amos,Peter,Panl,Matbewand mineeyeli* © 
of faitharefullyfixed on ther, He inſpiret 1 
the yonghirper,. and he maketh him'a Pal © 
miſt. Hebreathcth vponthe babe,and hec i © 
wiferthat the aged, and 15 Made their 1 urge a 
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en, and with his nets 
Bonce fromthe bottomiles pitte of eternall de- 
Mrution, to the higheſt top of their eternall 
aluation. He enlightneth the perſecutor,and 
c pony a paſſing Preacher of anerratical 
0d wandring ſtarre,, afixed ſtarre, keeping 
Wis ſtation, a ſtarrethatis in the right hand 
Of Chriſt. He reclaymeth the cuftomer,and 
.Fhcimpure Publicane, and loc,he becomes a 
lefled aftuary and penne-man-ofa/Golpel. 
Since therforc all riches and graces of god 
loc ſtreame from one fountayne', ſince one 
Foote ingendreth and bringeth forth allfruit, 
'Fince: one and the-ſame ſpirite is the crafte(- 
anof al trades.and the founder of al know- 
deezwere it.not better for vs to be acquain- 
dwith ths othavhich is the porter that brin 
eth in al ui expf7, then to runne to vnder- 
os,inferif yp baſe creatures, which ſhall 
Scucr-be ableto ſupply our neceſſities? What 
Seogar\begaethalmes of his fellowe beggar, 


"of 


henasanight honorable and hberall noble- 


f 


: 


| 
| 


greater almes vpon him? 


[. 


Wearcbutbeg- 
E Cars 


Hegineth the ſ{unple ſhepheard and heardl- 
mann the field, the wiſedome of his Spirite, 
and he becoms a famous ſhepheard and pro- 
phet of the people. Hecalleth the iſhertyan, 
Rand immediately hee angleth and fiſheth for 
draweth thouſands at 
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Thebeſt purchaſe + 
Chriſtis light enough,and in him isno dirleÞ7 
nes, he is a fole and ſufficient Sauior, and\thtr$": 
fore he abideth no copartners with him. 
eLegnftine by a plauſible and plane fi 
tude _ dilateth yponthispoynt, and maÞ2! 
keth the matter manifeſt : The golde whic 
thou poſleſlcft can not bee thy hluer. ThoyP" 
canſt notcallthy bread which thou eateſt,thy*" 
wine : but Chriſt may be ſaid to be #»far omþÞ1u 
wiwn, allinall vato thee. And herein he on | 
lyfatisfleth and contenteth himſelfe, and th 
tasthe Philoſophers ſtone vato him,and th 
golden mine, defring nothingin compariſon tC 
ofthis,or belidethis alone, ſaying in this forteF?®! 
© Lord, I requirenothing but thee, for thou! 
. arte onely my Dottor and Dottrine, Phyl © 
cian and Medicine,the folepreparer and per 
fe&er of my minde, my loncandlouer, myP%* 
: viftand giucr, my life, andthe onlypreſeruc 
of my htc, | 
- Bu the learned Schnolognes Gregory pa Og 
rapiraſeth pathctically and properly vppor©* 
this poynt: 7 aa Foe (fay > hes the he th . 
ofthe olde and new Teſtamenty Dania, DaF'o>> 
_ nel, Amos,Peter,Paul,Matbemand minegy}*<* 
of faitharefully fixed on ther, He inſpiret] = 
the yongharper, and he maketh hinva Pfalſ' ©" 
miſt. Hebreathcth vpon:the babe,and hee if” t 
wiſerthat the aged, and is made their Judgep'** 


H 


_ of therruchidden treaſure. 

SHe giucth the ſimple ſhepheard and heardl- 
Snan in the field, the wiſedome of his Spirite, 
and he becoms a famous ſhepheard and pro- 
WShct of the people. Hecalleth the fiſherman, 
Kod immediately hee angleth and fiſheth for 
en, and with his nets draweth thouſands at 
Þnce fromthe bottomles pitte of eternall de- 
FruQtion, to the highelt top of their eternall 
Kluation. He enl!ghtncth the perſecutor,and 
He o_—_ a paſſing Preacher of anerratical 
S$nd wandring ſtarre , a fixed ſtarre,keepin 
Sis ſtation, a ſtarrethatisin the right = 
$f Chriſt. He reclaymeth the cuftomer,and 
Heimpure Publicane, and loc,he becomes a 


| 


S$leſled aftuary and penne-manefaGolpel. 


$ Sincetherforc all riches and graces of god 
Joc ſtreame from one fauntayne\, ſince one 
TÞote ingendreth and bringeth forth all fruit, 
face; one and the-ſame ſpirite is the crafte(- 

ian of al trades.and the founder of al know- 
Edge;were it.not better for vs to be acquain- 
$dwith ths on 4whichisthe porter that brin 
ethinalawy gr, then to runne to vnder- 
Þgs,infers ...obaſe creatures, which ſhall 
crbe ableto ſupply our neceſſities? What 
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henasanight honorable and liberall noble- 
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ogAr beans of his felewe beggar, S. 


T he beſt purchaſe 
ears brats in this worlds fromthe ſun,moone, | 


vO 


and ſtarres we do begge our hight, from the! 


earth we beggeour bread, from bea(ts, birds 


and h{hes we begge our mecate and clothing; 


aud what do theſe yceld vs withoutthe Lord, 


 orin compariſon of the Lord-let our recourlſt 


therefore and ſutes be vnto him. 

What maruell ts it that this one ſpirit ſhull 
worke al] things in vs,ſfince one minde ruleti}, 
all the ſenſes and faculties of the body ? and 
ſtirreth vs vp to ſuch infinite kindes of ati 
ons? : 

Beperſwaded therefore to make purchal®; 
of this Pearle, whatſocuer it dooth coſt thee, 
beeing that which Chriſt calleth , che h14deÞ 
Alanna, and Peter, the wy vnsþeakeable , an] 
Danid,the fountaine and wel of all pleaſares,an 
which 1n this parable is fet at a high rate. 

This the dell laboureth eſpecially to det 
prive vs of, knowing in his ſubtilty,thatitis 9 
that woonth. For, as pyratz onthe ſeas prinff 
cipaly do bend their force's” wnlt thoſe thir 
which they knowe to beels wavith goldghis 
pearle, and treaſure, and %6., 1of greateÞh, 
wealth : ſo, fuch as are indued with heauenl;, 
riches, and fraught wyth the graces of his hh, 


 Iyſpirite, and beare about them thispearle 


pecreleſſe price : againſt ſuch, thisrouer arſhn; 


*. Pyrateof our ſoules cl; pecially layeth his day, 
gero 
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J gcrous aſlaults,and ſhootes his fiery dartes. 
The Spiritehere in a ſubtile kinde of wiſes 


ſuteth himſelfe in his forme and frame of 
ſpeech to our fancies, _ opt in : like a 
Skilful angler, couering his hook with a plea- 
J Cant baite, 1o toll fiſhes vnto him; Fon out 
his ſpeech with moſt delightfull wordes , to 
2 drawe our ſoules vnto him. 

[The hope and expeRation of gaine ſet be= 
fore vs,rowleth vs vppe', plucketh vs by the 
Reares, and cauſeth vs to flirre, andabide all 
duentures, He that eateth,eateth in hope : and 
e that threſheth,threſheth in hope, The hope 
of a good harueſt hartneth the husbandman 
Sill the ycere long, to all tedious toyle and tur= 
oyle of his body. di 

The fouldier giueth a hardy onſet , and 
 deflreadeih no danger, vpon the coinforte hee 


15Foncciueth of a conquelt, of ſharing outthe 


s dome (as I may ſoſay) to win vs to the word; 


Fi 


Aft vilitnds 


Z2F 


1.Coriar.y 


Yifpoyle, and of a bountifull booty at thelaſt. 
hyſhe Huntef-man , for the loue he beareth to - 
pldhis game, in expectation of his ſport,rangeth 


Sbout, and vnder-goeth all wrathfull ſpite of 
wy colde andtempeſtuous weather : finally, 
[ere is nothmg, of which we haue any hope, 
hich-is notasaſpurre to pricke-vs forwarde 
nto any attempt, whereby we may atchicue 


E 2 Das 


Iſaiah 64+ 


Num, 13, 


' that onercommeth htm ? And when aunſwere | 


 heerein ging him-to know, That the ere hath L 


x. Whenas God would breedein the breafts| 1 


 Thebeſt purchaſ c 
Danid, before hee eripleth with Golah of 


Gath, firſt communeth about the caſe,asketh 
the {tanders by, 1Fhat ſhal bee oiyen tothe man 


: 1 be of of | 
was returned, that the King woulde beltowe | 


orcattreaſure vpon hum, and giue his daugi- Þ 
reran marriage vnto him, and woulde make Þ 
him free deniſon in the land of //rae/: Damd Þ 
had enough, the hope of this reward foorth- | 
with gaue him boldcneſle and ſtomacke e- Þ 
nough to fhght hand to hand with 1m. 7 
Nowe, if it ſhall be asked what that man | 
ſhall haue that ſhall oucrcome the ſpirituall 
Giant, the world,and the fleſh: wee anſwere, 
that treaſureat his pleaſure ſhalbe giuen him, |? 
he ſhall haue a Pearle of incomparable priceÞ 


(| 
beſtowed vpon him . Andweſend him yet t 


> 


further ynto Ejaythe prophet , who more atÞ ; 
large acGuainteth him with the kings minde, | 
g Il 
ot ſeene the eare hath not heard , neither hath 
the heart of man concemed the things that Go 


hath prepared for them that loue him. J 


Ef 


of the 1/raelites, a louing and longing defire| - 


after {hanaan , hee did ſet their tecth on edge 
with the fruite of the land , with a cluſtero 
e-apes.pomegranats, and figges, which thoſ 
that ſearched the land brought with them , &F,, 


pre 


le, 


fl ſureand a pearle of higheſt price is folded, 


@ pearles, as muchas the ſunne mn buightneſle 
; exceedeth all the ſtarres beſides 11 the farina«» 


7 ment. 


= dlebeing nothing anſwerableto the end, But 


 atÞ 
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| preſcnted to their view. Fo rautth our hearts 
| with a dcfire of heauenly things , a taſte wee 
hauchecre of a heauenly ew arde,which wee 
ſhall receiue for 1t. 
The treaſure and pearle thatis heere na- 
med, is as wuch as our ſenſe isable to con- 
| ceive : but yctit ſufficiently definethnot vn- 
to vsthe riches of Gods kingdom. In a word, —@” 
it ouer-matcheth all worldely treaſure and wo. 


It ische manner of our ſubtile merchants, * rnilends 
to ſhew the buyer the beſt end of their cloth, 7 
7 but to deceiue them with the worlt, the mid- 


= 


* Chriſt tarre otherwiſe deſcending into this 
7 worlde,to ſell vs his glory, ſheweth vs heerea 


| peece of his wares, wherein an cndleſle trea- 


and wrapped vp : but if we could vnfold the 
"Rend, without end,the height, and depth, and 
meaſure of his grace, howe woulde the ſight. 
Ithereof aſtoniſh our hearts with vnſpeakable 
Iadmiration? 


Chriſt demeaneth himſelfe in that affei- 
on. towards vs as the father towards his child; A fimilitads, | 
who toget him.totheſchoole , ofwhich heis © 
raid, becauſe ofthe rod, hee Seweth him a 


E 3 gay 


54 


Ludith 106. 


. foraſmuch as this worde is Sextor mavifter, a 


'tifull woinen ? ſo may wee fav, who woulde ; 


The beſt purchaſe 


gaything, and promiſch to giue it him, and 
the cInlde thereupon obeycth his father, and 
poeth toſchoole willingly. Chriſt in ike ma- 
ner cntreateth vs his children,to repaire vnto 
his word, which is our common Schoole, we 
are diſmaicd hereat,as the childe is at the rod: 


- 
F 
ol 
n 
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rougher Schoolemaiſter to dull and careleſle 
ſchollers. Therefore to hearten vs the better 
heercunto,he ſheweth vs a Peatle; for which 
(if we be wiſe) we ſhalbe willing to ſtep for- Þ 
ward to this {choole, to attayne to all knows- | 
ledge. a | 
Thereſpett of thereward miniſheth(faith Þ 
Gregory) therigor of the rodde. $1. 
Whenthe Aſſyrian ſouldiers beheldetheſ} 

, | = 

comely beauty aad feature of /ndirh,they faidÞ 
among themſelues,who woulde not fightfor f 


Iſra:l, which affoordeth ſuch faire and beau-ſ 


AO ed. eee ee 


"WP i Bd 


not fight againſt the divells aſſaultes for the | 
kingdome of our God , which yeeldeth ſuch|} | 
a munificent and honourable arewarde> | 
Herein this life by our entire and duetiful} 
conformity to the word, we preſently do pol} 
(eſle a treaſure and pearleof pecuhar paſting 
price ! but afterall this life; al endleſ{lefelici 
tic, whenas at his glorious'comming in the 
clowdes, he ſhall change our baſe bodies,and 
| make 


\ 
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! make them like his owne glorious body , by Philz. 
7 the adinirable impotent operation of his po- 
wer. Soas, though webe heere as vildeand 
# filthy ragges, raked out of a dunghili, which 
7 toview, can not but prouoke the ftomacke, 
1, | and procure vomile, yet brought tothe mill, 
# andcaſt into the water, and afterwarde well 
7. þ grinded,it maketh yery white, ſmoothe, and 


A limilitudg, 


TT. 


| fanc ps The Lord open our eics to 

h ecthis, and our hearts and aftc- 

| ions to delire 1t 

..| daily. 
LE Oe i 

tÞ 

ep Crap, ITT, 

1d | 

M That the word of God us a Trealure that #s 

1.0 hidden: and wherefore it ts [0 


called, 


H E worde of God is not ſim- 


$9 ply compared to a Trea/are, but 

WW to ſuch; which is hidden and is 

SET, digged out of the ground. 

It is hidden, becauſe the myſteries thereof 
arenotopen vnto all, but onely to ſuch, to 

whom the Sonne hath reucaled them. Itis raves 
hidden from the wiſedome,and reaſon ofthe 


E 4 world, 


4 


) , 
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»+ ++ world, and manifeſted vnto vs by the inſpi- 
- ration of the ſpirit. And ſo ſayth Chriſt him 
{clfe: / pre thee thankes,O Father Lord of hea- 
wen and earth becauſe thou haſt hid theſe thmgs 
from the wiſe ,and men of underſtanding and ope+ 
ned them unto babes,enen /o, O Father, becau,7 
it 5 thy will and plea/ure. © 
+ Whenas Peter madethat maine, and fun- 
Mathew 1% qamentall confcllion of Chriſt,ſaying: Thos 
art Chriſt, the Sonne of the lintmg God : Chuilt 
told [rim flatlv,thatit was the quicknefle and 
nimblenes of his wit,that found out this mat- 


Mathew 1r 


: itknowne vnto him, 
Itis not in the power of the fleſhly man 


his conceit the things that are of God. 


go again(t Siſara,vnleſlc he had the prophe- 


telle Deborah in his companie : withoatthe 
aſſociation of this heauenly propheſie, we 


kedneſle. 
Ade: g. Pant was greatly bcoke-learned , and 


"1 SIND inY hidden from his cies, vntil Chniſt, with a 


ter,he could not ſce ſo farre with a carnall c1e, Þ 
but it was the cie of faith that reached lo far, | 
and the good will af his father that did make 


3,082 (Frith the bleſſed Apoſile)tocomptehendin | 


Iudz.4. Baruth would not viue the aducnture to 


are able to do nothing againſt ſpirituall wice | 


brought vpin vniuerſitie, yet was this leatn- | 


as, 
OULU 


ler 
pl 


{ 


&lcſtiall lghtatnoone day ſtroke them, and JE! 
| en- 2. 
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enlightned them. 


the running head of man, hath attained vnto 
| manyand very mightie myſteries, and hath 


-Þ diſcloſed many things, which hath long laien: 


- Þ in darkneſſe:but yet his IZnoance 1s far grea» 


ter then his knowledge,a few things 1n come» 
pariſan of thoſe that are hidden,are reucaled- 
ynto him. 

Whenas (72% willed Thales to define 
what God was, he required timeforit, and. 
whe the time was come, he did [ti] put off his: 
8 anſiwere vnto further time , and continually 
being called, redoubled that time : forthe 
more he meditated , the more he. was con- 
founded, he could not attainevnto it. So,to 
ſet downe the Treaſure of Gods kingdome, 
I and to comprehend theriches of his grace, 
the more weſcanthem,the more we demune 
| of them, it is like an intricate Labormmrh,outot 
which we cannot get,it isaſecrct hidden from 
our &fes. 

If the bodily paine be ſometimes fo great, 
- Ras the extremitie of our paſſions do ouercom 
our {enſes,and are diſtrated with it, and our 
ſenſe is not able to ſet downe his ſorrows,the 
pleaſures of Gods kingdome, being like a 


O 
eatdcepe,able to drowne and deuoure the 


Ehpliaci puffing all vaderſtanding,how are 
<2 | we 


As God is vnſearchable,ſo arc his giftes: 


A fimilitude, 


The beſt urchaſe 


we able to wade through the ſame,and ſearch 
the bottome of it? 

It happeneth with vs whenas we would 
comprice in our carnall imaginations, the e- 
ſtimation of this treaſure,as it doth with them 
who ſeeing a piture of cxatt workmanſhip, 
howlſocuer curiouſly painted and varniſhed, 


yetnot fully finiſhed,they admirethe paſſing 
_ of it, deeming, that nothing can 


_ P . 
e added further to it : but the Paimer kim. 


felte ſceth well enough ( hauing a further 
worke conceiued to himſelte then others can | 
-defire) how far it is diſtant from the hue and | 
brayeric , Which he mindeth to z1we vnto it | 
before he hath done withit. Sothinke we,as þ 
we will of the beautic of Gods houſe , of the Þ 
inc{timable treaſures and pleaſures of his 
kingdome,difpearſe them,and extend them, | 
as farre as we may by all imagination, we are 
bleare eyde with Leah , and we ſee with thef 
blind man not yetfully cured, men walking 
like trees, things nothing anfiwerable to that| 
they are indeede. Before the chiefe worke-} 
wan hath put his laſt hand to his image and| 
counterfeit , it will hew it ſelfe wide and di-| 


ſtantfrom our judgement. 


Some thinke that {lam , whichis called 
heauen,commeth of {z/o , which is to en- 
graue:and ſo it may well, for weſechow it is 

| Cates . 


vg 
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1 Þf catucd, eraued, and adorned, round about 

with glſtcring and orient ſtarres, But I ſub- 
d Þ ſcribe to them, who thinke that {=/wm is ta- _ 
- Bl kenace/», hich is to couer, hide, and con- 
n i ceale , becauſe the treaſure Jaide vp for vs in 
» Þ heauenis couered, concealed, and hidden 
fro.nour knowlege. For whenas Paxl was 
O ſnatched vp to the third heauen , he vitered 


more with filence,then he could with ſpeech; 


'- Þ forhe plainely faith, he heard ſuch wordes, 
= Þ which cannot be ſpoken, which are not poſſible 
"| foramanto viter:for indeed, mans tongue in 
d 7 ſuch kinds of caſes, ftammereth,and cleaueth 
UE to the roofe of his mouth , ſo difableitis to 
w | vnfold diuine miſteries. So that our chicfeſt 


| commendation of them, is our ſilence of 
WE them. And this vſe did the Prophet make of Iei.z4. 
them to himſelfe,who being ful offecret Re- 
uclations , kept them in a dutifull ſilence to 
mat himſelfe, ſaying : 44 ſecretes are to my ye 
ol ſelfe. 
God his wondrous workes fo exceede all 
al number, meaſure, and proportion, as it is 
"| more commendable to conceale them with a 
| godly admiration, then to price into them 
| With a curious inquiſition. 
Set around bowle or globe in any ms 
"| which is of that quantitie that may fill the 
place, 


þ 
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place, and will that vaſt ſubſtance thinke 
you be dragged out of the narrow, and ſtrait 
paſſages of the doore of that place ? there is 
no reaſon ſo to thinke,the ſpurituall ioyes of 
heauen are of that huge capacitic and ſub- 
ſtance, { *i magno nihil eft magnum, there bc- 
ing nothing great in compariſo of this great, 
as they. cannot cnter into the doores of our | 
ſoules, or be drawne throngh the portall and | 
paſage of our lippes. 
The Queen of the South comming from | 
farreto heare Salomon: wiſedome,it perplex- | 
ed and aſtoniſhed her, and tooke i ſpirit} 
from her:how much more ſhal the wiſedom | 
of the word,farre greatcr then Sa/omons, put 


© ; 
vs to filence,and amaze vs ſodenly. 
Chriſt informing Nicodemw but in the 
rudments of rel:gion*, and beginning with 
him at the firſt clement of our redemption, | 
pointing as it were with his finger, at thef 
fountaine and head thereof, which is the loue 
of God to mankind . he handleth it ſo, asÞ 
thereby weare not able to ſeethe nature of it, | 
for ſaying thus of it, /o God loued the worlde | 
that he game his onely begotten Sonne,, this firſt | 
word F; puttcthvs to a non phy, For how did} 
he loucit? helouedit,but /o, as cannot be ex- ll,” 
reſſed. Andhecannot ſpeake otherwile, 
ecauſc hee knoweth Gods loue to be vn- 
ſpeak+ 
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ſpeakable. 


paflion, not being able in particulars to cx- 
tend it, thus generally comprehendeth it, 
Conſider him who hath ſuffered ſuch ſhame for 
ou.But Parl,what was this ſhame? why rip- 
eſt thou not vp his ſtripes and his blowes, 
* mockes and his mowes : the crowne, the 
nailes,the ſpeare, the croſle? becauſe howſo- 
| ener they were liucly and ſenſible , yet were 
C not ſufhiciently explicable and intelligi- 
7 ble. 
We will you likewiſe to conſider of the 
{ word,as of a Treaſure, anda Pearle of great 
I price. If further, we would know thevtter- 
Z moſt of his worth, the ſpirit anſwereth here; 
1. [{that'itis hidden from vs, itis more thenany 
1 Plisableto declare. The treaſure of inward hea- 
Luenly inſpiration, the pleaſure of diuine ce- 
leſtiall conſolation , the crowne of glorie 


he, . | 

liide vp as a reward of our bitter perſecutt- 
ue | 
.; fon,and finally, God ourfather his moſt gra- 


Jcious compaſſion, by the tongue of men or 
| Angels cannot be ſpoken of they arc hidden 
| myſteries.that are too deep for vs. 

all. This Treaſureis hidden, becauſc it hath 
x. | necde of ſpirituall Reuclation : Itis not ſo 
- hidden, but that whatſocuecr is needful to ſal. 
' uation is opened ynto vs.God dealeth wo as 
| OCtS, 
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Poets,and Philoſophers with the truth; who 
with the darke clowdes of their fabulons in. 
uentions, haue ſo eclipſed and obſcured the 
cleere light therof,as the minds of the readers 
are confounded with them, and can giue no 
judgement of it. | | 

Gods ſpirit hath not ſo mocked & dallied 
with vs , astoſetaQuaries and penne-mena 
worke to engrolle ſuch books, which being 
fo perplexed,can miniſter no in{tra&ion & 
comfort vntovs : inthis kind of vaine may 
Apollo pleaſe himſelfe. God his worde # 4 

ght that ſhineth unto vs out of a darke place, 
his booke howſocuer it is ſealed vp by the 
Lion that 1s of the tribe of /udah,is broken 
open to vs. 
Howſocuer heretofore, vpon the publi- 
cation,andgiuing of the law, the Lord ouer- 
ſhadowed all Mount Horeb with a clowde,lt 
and with.a-thick clowd obſcured the temple 
that was made by Salomon, and couered the. 
Arke of the couenant with a vaile: Chrilt the 
wmageand brightnefle of his Father hath dif- 
pelled this darknetle,chafed away this cloud, 
& taken away the vaile.So that as E/ias when 
he went vp to heauen, left his mantle t6F/i- 
2e45 behind him , whereby he diuided the 
deep waters of /ordam;ſo Chriſt going vp on 
tigh, left his wiſedomand gifts among lan 
where- 


hen 
Elt- 
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whereby they might diuide the deepe miſte- 


ries of the ___ containedinthe ſcriptures. - 


If Pharao be nothing Skilfullin his dream, 
let him ſend for /z/eph, who 1s able to inter= 


pretc it. 
If Nabnchad-nezzar his viſion doth per- 


plex him.if he calleth Daue/he wil preſently 
ynfold it. | 

efnan'as will informe and acquaint Saw 
what he ought to do. | 

The e£rhiopiun Queenes Chamberlaine 
ynderſtandeth what he readeth by the helpe 


of Php. So, if we find the Scriptures tobe 


hidden , let vs ſend for preachers who may 
lay them open for vs. 
But aboue ali,let vs pray for the aſſiſtance 


-Pofthe ſpirit of God, knowing that it isncither 
KM Apoliorn watnneg 


2, or'Paxl in planting that 
doth vs any good, but God that giueth.in- 
creale : wee may haue heapes of DoRours, 
Preachers , and Schoolemaiſters; but all in 
vaine ,..vnlefle this cathohke and vniuerſall 


.fdoQour ;{itte m the chaire and ſcate of our 


heartes, andreadealcfurevnto v3. For,as 


the harpe or muſicall inſtrament mooueth 


not the cares, butthe cunning hand that (tri- 


theJkethit : ſothe tongue of the Preacher auail- 


O 


 onf]eth nothing the heart of the hearer , without 


ien,[the ſpirit that guidethit, 
erc- 


6$Z 


Gen.41 
Dan,2.& 4 


AQesg, 


AQ 8, 


1.Cor.3, 


A ſimilicude, 


This 


| G4 


| A Gmilieude, 


Palme 19 


 —heevften ſtrikethat , eſpecially by his oftenſſſ 


'The beſt purchaſc 

This treaſure! 1s not {o hidden from vs, as 
the cnemy would perſwade vs, who prats, [ 
know not of what Cimmerian darkenes, and 
obſcurity vnſcarchable,cuery where obuious 
and occurrent in the Scriptures. T he wike 
tewpter herein reſembleth him, who mind- 
me to {trike fire with his yron ſteele out ofa 


Fw, 
flinty tone, looketh round about what ende 


of theſame might be the fitteſt for it . There 
15n0 fitter end hor him to ſtrike out the {parks 


and fire of the grace of God,out of our ftony 
conſciences, thanthe worde of Godis which 


ſuggeſtion vnto vs of the obſcuritie of the | 
word. { 
But doateye not (beloued) vppon(uch 


- vaine & deceuable dreame, the idle thought, t] 


and inuention'of mans brayne, 7 he comman-ſil, 
dement of the Lord us pure, and gineth light until. 
the eyes : The te5timonie of the Lord us ſure and; 
gineth wiſedome wnto the ſimple. | 
Socrates, a Pagan and heatheniſh man, at- Ki 
tributeth to the ght of nature, thus much,as, | 
_ 


what queſtions heſhal moue plainly in _ 
order,albeit his Scholler ſhalbe dul and roſe 
headed,. he wil vndertake, ſhall aptly ad Nas 
turally þcaſſoyled by him. And ſhal the Phi- 
lofopher, in humane matters accompliſh this 
=02s.Þ and ſhall not Gods ſpirit, the Spirit ol 


of che truc hidden treaſure. 
altructh,the light of our blindenes,oural ſuf- 


10 the breath of our noſtrils be Xquiualent , and 
u'll comparable vnto him. 


el - So long as wee heare any mention to-bee A funlends, 


df made of Gods hidden oracles.let vs haue be- 
tall fore our eyes, thetrade of nauigation,ſuch as 
def now it is,by vie,and long aduenture. The pi- 
IE lote by a habite and continued experience, 
KEE knoweth what ſeaſons are fitteſt to bing out 
NE his ſhips into the road, isacquaynted with the 
Ml courſe & diſpoſition of the winds, the paths, 
MEthe windings, the narroweſt cuts of the yalt 
Ocean ſea,as wel as with the ſtreets and hou- 
ſes of his townez he auoydeth the ſands,rocks 
d gulfes, as well as wethe pittes and dikes 
that are before vs. So ſtudy wethe Scripturg, 
"Band be we traded & brought vp in the courſe 
and knowledge of them, and by Gods eſpe- 


all grace abiding in our heartes, there is no« 


and 


Be found out of vs, and it thal be moſt ready 
i Endfamiliar ynto vs. Trey; 
P00. The Scriptures are the harder, and more 
rol idden from vs,becauſe of our flacknes in ins» 
wy juiring after them. Such as trauelfor peatles 
hi great price which arc hidden in the ſea, 
thi aſtnot lay.downelazily at the bancke fide, 
OF drawecirclesor triangles with -higfinger, 


| 
F or 


” 


. ©*y Few. 
= 


ficient Schoolemaiſter , the toy of our hearts, .; 


Whing (o hidden,needfull to faluation but ſhal 


af nilirude, 


A Emibiude. 


Thebeſt purchaſc 


or aſticke vpponthe vppermolt ſand, Such 
as digoe for filuer and gold in the heart of the | 
earth,muſt not diggc lightly vpon the face of 
the earth, but he1nult picrcethe very veinesþ 
and bowels of the ground. T hereis.nothing 
fo hard, which is not with labour and paines 
made cafic to vs. 
© The difficultic of the ſcriptures which fal. 
lth much into ourreading', is hurtfull vnto} 
none, butto ſuch as are peruerſc; foritis ex-Þ 
pedient for the godly cucry way : It ſtirreth | 
them vp to ſtudy,the better to attayne vntoit 
It kindleth in them a deſire to vnderſtand: IF. 
addeth ſpirit and lite vnto the praters which , 
the Saints maketo God for the comprehen- 
ding oft. Moreouer, this maketh themnoff 
todiſdayne to aske counſaile of the learnec 
and fo thereby their pride is notably repre" 
ſed, mutuallloue and charitic ſingularly pref. 
ſerued. F 
Chry/oReme, by a fine fimilitude, ſhewet 
how diligence ouercommeth the difficulty off 
Scriptures. The minde(ſaih he)& thought] © 
of mans heart are very hidden, yetſuchas ar 


commonly conſortcd with him, by his aQid ne 


iſtocy; add outward bchauiour, doe con! 
| \ y 

ure'w hat they are . Let vs louc the words 

and daily converſe with it:T aſſurethee,ru 


mediation is'the key that openeth the lock; 


of the truc hidden treaſure. 
6f this exchequer and treaſurie where the ti- 


| 

-|| chesof Godlhe 4, lette therefore, ſuch ap will, 
"|| pleaſe themſelues in their wickedjonorance: 
"Bf there is no man , not altered or diſkempered 
Sh in his'wittes. that isnot perſwaded, that it wel 
"|! plcaſeth cucry Prince, that cuery of his fub< 
i 1edts ſhould be acquaynted wyth his Lawes, 
a which otherwiſe, bee they neuer fo perfely 


I penned, if for want of knowledge of them, 
they be not duely executed, are but in vayne 
publiſhed. 

See we not how the Lord hath ſet the Sun 
inthe firmament of heauen , as it were, on a 
high throne, that, becauſc it is the fountayne 
flight, to lighten allthe creatures ofthearth, 

ery creature might beholde it ? Now then, 
it behidden from our ſight , thefaultis in 
" four furniſh and cuil affeed cies, that cannot 
I"Fbchold ir. 
For, as their cies which are alwayes fixed 
"Þppon the ſoote and ſmoake of the chimney, 
[1 veſce how they are watriſh & redound with 
5 Fumours, and are blcared and dimmed, ſo as 
S "Ihe fight of them much fayleththemz and of 

: Þicother ſide , how they, wha beholdethe 
NM Freencmeddowes , and view the open and 


ore teere ayre, and the criftal] pure watereflonds 


JOS: all yarictic ofredolent flowers , Where- 


2 © wah 


th 
1t! 
It 
ch 


e- 
not 


ironing the ſweete paſtures, diſtinguiſhed 


6&7 


A fraiſtude.| 


A limited 
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Grnels 1g, 


; and fumiſhexhalations ofthe earth for what 


A Gmititude, 0" Winter ſcaſon; the 


The beſt purchaſe 


with thecarthis mantled , they are pure and | 
Pr Agnes: lo fottiſh and earthly-minds, | 


alwaies drooping & hanging ouer the orolle 


1s elſe our{iluer and our gold, but the brack- | 
1h and bryniſh ſweate and vapour of it?) I | 
maruel 'not if the ſight of their minde fayleth Þ 
them,ſpyitual vnderſtanding departeth from Þ 
them; and they be (tarke blindeat noone day þ 
with the Sodomites , with their eves open Þ 
with 2:laam, and wil not ſuffer the ſunne of Þ 
righteouſnes, and the cleerelight of the Go-Þ 


ſpel to ſhine in their hearts. 


A fimilitude.  Theſunne ojueth light to the wbole world | 


alike, and is denyed vato'none : but lethym 
remayne ashe well deſerueth,in vncomforta- 
ble darkenes, who ſhutteth his windowes to 
keepe out the light of itz or wilfully runnethÞ 
downe into the holes of the carth , that hec 

might not beholden : Solct his bloud behiffh 
vpon bis awne pate, and let him remay ne inf: 
the blackeneſle of darkeneſle for ener , that 
when the true /hght that lightneth euery one 
that commetlrinto the w orld, ſhineth among 
vs. by thehight of the word, we ſhut the als 
ments of the eyes of our mindes, andenken 
nell our ſcluesin our earthly: iffeions, that it 
w!ght ke hidden from vs. 


Tunne is /muc 


hid 


of rhe true hidden treaſure. '&9 


d Þ hidden, and abſentfrom vs, becaulewecan- 
$; Þ notſceit, theintzrpoſition of thick and black 
ſe Þ clouds, betweenethat and vs,keepingnfrom 


| 
at | our eyes: the Sonne of God Chrnitt leſus is a 
'R light vnto our paths, butour ſinnes,as it were 
a cloudy curtayne,is drawne ſo betwixtvs,as 
| wearenotthe better for t. Thefault heercof 
; 


PX 
nÞ - God indeede doth blinde the hd but 
C he blindeh them negatinely; namely,to recu- 
o- ©! fant and obſtinate fir inners he dooth not com- 

| municate the h12ht of his ſpirne; and for this 
rd | _ (as /ob fayth ) They doe groape at noone kb 
ta-| *Whenas men wilfully do hidethemſelues 
 tofiffrom God, God,not vowillinely doothhide 
eth|his word&om then - This hiding i is-euer in 
hecfithe creature onely , and not 1n the Creator. 
ehif He would haue cured Babylon, but ſhe would 1em.5t, 
e infor, therefore he mit leane hey. lh bn 
that Fhe word muſt haue a fit ſvbieto work 
oneſſ}pon,or elle, no marue] though it be'preach« 


>ngÞd in vaingand isasafword hiddet in.2 ſeab- 


w dard, and ſcemeth adead and luddem letter to 


£045 x 
at iff T heplow-man, when he caſteth his feede A fimiliuds, 
tothe ground, looſcth it, if the (ph 
tfulland fitfor it : ſo rowe Gocdis good 

F'3 de 


ue 


kid 


£ >» 


S—% : 
is 2. 7 F 
i 


Afmilicde, 


. framthee,þut he will pov hiseaſure! 


4 JJepart not thou from God, hidenot th | 


 Thebeſtpurchaſe 
ſecede in thefurrowes of bad heartes, and the 
ſecde ſhall neuer be ſecnero come andfpring 
vpinthem. | 
IneuecryaQtion naturall and fpiritual,theſe | 
two thingschictly are regarded, the agent, & | 
the patient. Jnthe agent,there nuſt be pow: 
er and abjlitie of action: andin the patient, 
conformable aiſpolition to cntertayne the a-P 
&ion. The Smyth muſt firſt make his yronz 
fit and pliable by the fire, before he can ham-Þþ 
merthem,& make them ſerue hisrarne. Drieff 
billetis a fit ſubſtance to worke vpon . Some 
earth is {o lcane, as to ſoweit with wheate, it 
thriueth not therby, it bringcth forth nothing 
but light and wilde oates. Mans heart is lik 
an Innethat.entertayneth al gueſts contuſcd-P 
ly, alike of what ſort ſocucr . Itis like a boate 
that leaketh'and taketh water at euery {came 
and cranny. Itis like an open Cittie without 
walles , obic& and ſabic to the inuaſion of 
the enemic. Itis hke a vine without a hedge: 
Andfmally, like a houfe wythoutJockes an 
doores-vatothem , and cucry one bath 4 
greſſe,and maketh a takes of them. | 


ſelfe from him , let no fault bein thee , an 
God willnot forlake thee, or hidehis i or 


thee | Asthe San by his departurefrome 
' " earthy 
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earth , 15 the cauſe of the congelation of the Agmilitude, 
| caith,not direftly, butindirettly : ſo God to | 
| the condigne puniſhmert of impotent (1n- 
. © ners hadeth himſelfe from them: for,for God 
* to hide him(elfe from a ſ{inner,and a finner to 
"© lide himſclfe from Codit is all one. 


% Thertore fince this treaſure is hidden from 
'Þ them, I marucl not they eſteem to little,and 
4 make no {ceking for it : . [pnoti nullig, cupido, 
FE wholuſteth & loucth that which he did neuer 
ie} know? A baſc fellow by the high way often 
Z beardeth and braucth his better , becauſe he A fmfliude, 
.Þ knoweth him not. A clowne taketh more 
pleaſure1n his cottage, andpreterreth it be- 
fore a ſumptuous houſe in London, that ne- 
.Þ yer yet knew the inequalitic betweene them. 
PearJes are not to be prized by thoſe that 
haue no 5$kill of the nature of them. 
e/£/ops Cocke will barter it away for a bar- 
ley karnel,inaſmaca as the vertue of it is hid- 
| .den from him : and truly ſuch apalogues are 
-n{ inſtructine enough, and I find that the wiſeſt 
. | ſometumes do vie them. RY 
| _ Taſtetherfore , and ſee how ſweete the y,, 
j Lordis, and pray to himto open the won- u.Peca. 
y ders of his law , ſo ſhallthy achoht be 1n his 
fl commandements which thou haſtloued,and 
thou ſhalt prefer the aboue gold, & worldly patme 11g 
.treaſure,ifthou knewelt what they arc. _. 
41 F4a This 


Math. © 


Coled,z, : 


that from hence wil enſue vpon vs.if contra- 


| Þ,King,20, 


op ryhe /ubfance of things hoped for and the eni- 


! dence of things that are not ſeene. ' 


Thebeſt purchaſe 
"This treaſure moreouer, may be ſaid to be 
hidden, becauſe vnto ſuch as are diſpenſers of 
mwearenot to open it. Chriſt his preceptin 
this cafe is flat; who chargeth that pearles 
ſhould not be caſt ampne filthy ſwine, that 
will treade themwndertcete. . ] hedammage 


ryto Gods will we ſhall with Ezechias open 
this treaſury to the embaſladours of Fabyty, 
by the terrible commination by the Prophet 
denounced ypon Ezechias, for this fa&t isnot 
ſcurely ſhewed vs. 
"Laftof all, this treaſyre may beſaid to le 
hidden , becauſe the eſtate and polleſſion of 
this treaſure which the word ifMoordethis as 
yet whilſt we ſoiorn in this miſerable world, 
detained and hidden from vs : Dum et ſpes, 
not eff res, ſaith Angufme, T his treaſure and 
arle we haue Yeſbut in hope, and ous /fe 
(asfaith the Apoſtle) i hidden is Chriit, but 
when Chriſt which 1 our life ſhall appear? then 
fhall we alſo appeare with him un glovie. 
Therefore the Apoſtle defineth faith, 
which is the hand which reachethvs this glo- 


{ 
{ 
| 
{ 
| 
A 
F 
T 
th 


. 


'*. Now as this treaſure/is neuer the leſle 
worth albeitthe hauing of it.is yet denied vs, 
and the vaſpeakable wealth and 'worth ther- 


of, 
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of, is as yet hidden from vs, cuen ſoitis with 
our ſoules and bodies, that are grafted 1n 


thoſe toves which we vndoubtedly look for, 
are yet hut from our cies. Bel/owed,we are now 


- Þ what'we ſpall be,and we know that wh en he ſhall 
n 8 appeare,we ſhall be like hin,and we ſhall ſee him 
, B a he is: which time the Lord l:a(ten, that we 
t © mayreceiue that inheritance with the faithful, 
Xt which the Father of olde hath prepared, the 
Son of late hath purchaſed, and the holy 


- Spirit hath conſigned, which 
t as yetis hidden from. 
13 VS. 
d, b T ln dg 
o, 
d CnaP. V. 
we Bot this Aerchant-man his tathe, rmpoſed vpon 
en ' him for the attayning unto this Trea- 
"ſure, andPearle of greas - 
price. | 


Hings of excellencie, arenat 
hadwithout difficultie ::Gold 
and Pearle grow not,as the or- 
dinariefruites of the earth, in 


the outward es 


Chriſt Teſus by a true and Jmely faith, albeit+ 


el the ſoanes of God , but yet it doth not appeare 


* 


z,lohn ; 
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The beſt parchaſe 
lie hidden in the entrals therof,and with hard 


deluing, and tedious turmoyling mult be 
found out of vs. 

Our Euangelicall Merchant inthis place, 
got not vp thele goods by gazing abouthim, | 
m anidle ſpeculation: but he buckled himſelf 
tothe ordinary means of attaining therevato 
by induſtruous operation. He found. this 
treafureas it is inthe firſt, and he ſought theſe 
good pearles as it is infertcd in the latter of 
theſe parables, | 

Wherefore in this man, ech man may {ce 
the nature of his taske that expett this mani 
waies. He malt not ſtretch himſelfe vpon hi 
bcd,and fold his armesto ſleep: he mult Hott | 
keepe his tabernacle, or ſtand in the market 
place,but he mult gird vp his reynes, put hi 
ſandalls vpon his feet, he hath a paintull pil 
grimage. & chargeable voiage; he muſt hauc 
the fectof an Hind,and the wings of a Dou 
and gine all di1gence to find out this hidd 
and vnſpeakable treaſure, and to make pur 
chaſe of it. 

I know that God hath opened vnto ſome} ; 
the treaſures ofhis grace, who haue bin care 
leſſecnogh of it,aslittle,or not atal inquiring. 
after it, clocking like ahen,& putting out hi 
hand yato a wicked & gain-ſaying pcopl: 
as ta Aſatbew. the Pablicane, to the woma] 


| 
/ 
{ 
& 


Fi : 
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the Sameritan,to Zachee the viurer, & to Paul Tobe.g 
the perſecutor,and to the nation of the Genes —_ 
ples generally, of whom,by the mouth of /- Kaisg 
{aah heath planly, / was fawnd of them who 
| nencr ſought me . Thereby maniteſting,that 
the riches of his goodnefle without our me» 
rites, depend vpon his meraes: yet vnto ſuch, 
to whom he giueth this particular grace, he 
requireth ther diligence for their better fur- 
therancezand that we {hould vic his appoin- 
ted meanes to attaine vnto that end he hath 
propounded vynto vs. T hat our cics ſhould: 
not be ewil!,becauſc he is good,nor our pains 
and careftilnes bein the rereward, becauſe his . 
louing kindnes is 1n the foreward. And ther- 1k. gg 
tore by /ſzrah he crieth alowd laying: Seek rhe 
Lord while he 15 to be found,callypon him whilſt Aw 
Þ be 2» meh. Anfwerable wherevnto 13 that of 
Amos the Prophet, /eeke the Lora, and your 
foutes ſhall line,vvhom our Sauiour Chriſt an- 
(wereth like the Eccho, ſeche, and Je ſhall find, 
knocke, aud it hall be opened wnto you + The e- 
ſtate and condition of a chniſtian life is labo- 
my rious and painful. | | 
aref - Ttwasalaw beforethelaw, that with the Gt. , 
Wy hard fwcatof our forcheads, and labor ofour © + 
th hands, weſhould bring m.our luing. And 
J the conenant of the law of-the Goſpel is ſo 
ftraght, ashe thatrcfuſcthto — this 

| abor, 


Math.6, 


Gen.s 


Math, z 5 


 Math,20 


the Lord, they reſt from their lapoure, and their 
erkes follow them 
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labor, his mouth muſt bemuzled, ”_ 
aac az 

'T he fir(t Adam was not ſeated in the Car, 
FW of £den,there to take his perambulations 
and his pleaſure,and there to ht at eale,but to | 
d12geand drefle 1t,. and to take Cue panes 
withit. Andthe Gems Adam came not into Þ 
this world, hereto reſt himſelfe in a chatre of Þ 
ealc, and to line withoutlabour. : but he did 
eate his bread, not onely in the-\weat,butalſo Þ 
in thevery bloud of his face, and md his 
whole life; vnto his v ery death an exceeding Þ| 
paintull pilgrimage. He exchnded the nod; F 
<ng and drowſievis ins, anddid ſhut hea- Þ/ 

h 


uen Gates againſt them. And hethaketh vp 

very roundly the idle gazers and (tanders in 

the market place, and {cnt them into his vine. | 
yard for tolabourinit. This hfe 1s the vince Bt 
yard of the Lord of Hoſtes,intowhich,none it} 
butlabourers are called . in thislife we haue 

but our labour onely, -our penny and wages þ 
for our labour 1s kept forvs, to thelifethat| 
isto.come, where we ſhal hungerand labour 
no more, nocd where all teares thall _ 


fromour cies. Therefore the ſpiritintheRe- 
uelation ſaith:: Bleſſed are the dead that die in 


wes callethour hfe a warfare'y ta wigeell; 


the 
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ie Þ the paintul nature,and condition of it, which 
' Þ rowſcth vs, and maketh vsto truſle yp our 
rs Þ loynes,and to looke about vs. Elfe-where he 
ns Þ hkewife fanth,char a man ts torne to trawaile, as 
toÞ the ſparkes flie upwards; yea, as we mayſo lay; 
es Þ asthe birdis made to fliegvherfore /acob ter- 
to Þ med his life a pilgrimage, and Paul properly 
of Þ compareth it to a race. | | 
1d Þ © /axcob his like, whenas he ſoiourned with 
lo Þ his vnckle Laban,js the right hne and leuell of 
us Four hues; if weltue as we ſhould do, which 
19 Þ he{torieth out hynſelfe , and rippeth vp to 
d- Þ Labanin this wile:Theſe twertie yeeres hawe [ 
a» Þ) been in thy bowſe,] was inthe day conſumed with 
/Þ Þ heate,mnd with froſt in the night,and the ſleep de- 
in Krarted from mime ces. 31 
c. |  Seemeththisa hard thing?it cannot be but 
c- that hard thingsmult be gotten hardly. He 
ic Fthatis deſirous to haue the gold of /»45a,mult 
ve Btake a painful] iourney, and abide a great ads 
venture, beforehe way attaine it. | 


meanes which we mult vſe,which may bring; 
sto thisend:Hethat will be cured of a molt 
e- |erieuous diſeaſe, muſt not refuſe fuch phiſick 
i= Þas-beſt ſerueth: therevnto., - Hee that buy- 
e&tha bargaine and-purchaſeof land , imme- 
diatly bethinketh himſelfe therewithall,yhat 
may be the price of it. Lknow it,thatalbent al 


la- 


" 
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Tob.s 


Gen,g7 


1,Cor.s 


Gen, 3s 
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As enery thing hath his end, ſothere are 


$ inylic nudes, 


Mark 1 x 


vp 


that ſurffeteth himſelfe witheaſe, cowcheth 


The beft purchaſe 


Kbourers are not choſen, yet there are none 
but that are labourers choſen, and hauz their 
penny of the maſter of the vineyard. »: 
The fruitlefle fig-tree that hath nothing 
bu: leaues,is blaſted. at the breath of Chriſts 
heauy diſpleaſure, and ſo being dead in na« 
turall vegetation, it is twice dead in ſpiritual 
maledif&tion. The edge of the ſharpe axe is 
put to with force to the roote of the ſeare,and 
vnprofitabletree, fo as, ſeruing not for fruit, 
itſhalbe hewed downe and ſerue forthe fire, Þ 
Be our labour ncuer ſo ſowerto vs, yet 
giveth a great ſweetnes and pleaſure to thoſe Þ 
things which we bring in by labour. Wher- 
fore that may be argament enough vnto vs, 
it there were nothing elſe to miniſter cncou- 
ragement, to be painefull and induſtrious in 
all godly enterpriſes. Do notall things ſeem 
{weete and dclitious vnto him , whole lifes 
moſt}aborſome? [ refer you to the husband. 
man, and day-labourer heerein , whoſe diet 
and quiet, through worke and wearmelle, is 


O 


more toothſome and delightforme., than his 


on ſoftpallets, ſtalkethand: ftrowteth flug- 
giſhly cnough in his orchardes and galleries, 
and pampereth himſelfc with his new deui- 
ſed diſhes. | | | 
He thatneuerlaboureth, canneverrecre- 

| | ate, 


© Bdcrforthe cattell , and 
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ate, and refreſh himſelf with caſc. I he paues« 
ments apallet more pleaſurable to the laboe 
rer , than the field bedgde of dowlne is to the 
lordly loyterer. A courſe and groſedict bat- 
leth , and better goeth downe with the pe» 
fant, ſweating at the plough, than the fanclt 


foode doth with the curious Courtics ſwea- 


79 


ting in his bedde,or in his drowhe chayre by 


the fre (ide. 
Suruey the common courſe of all creaturs 
ynder heauen , and wee ſhall findethat their 


condition and nature is ſuch, as direRly crol- 


ſeth and ouerthwarteth all ſecurnic. 
The heauens,the plancts, and the whole 
frame thereof , haue their di{tin& and pecu- 


| har motions, they goc as a bridegroome out 


of his chamber, and rcioyce as a Giam torun 
his courſe. 

Theearthneuerreſtcth, but yeerely yecl- 
deth his natural encreaſe,bringing forth fods» 
greene hicatb tor the 
ſeruice of man:wine,oyle, liquors of all ſorts, 
th long ftanding ſti},are corrupt, and wax 
owre, and vnfit for any ſeruice. 
Gold,filucr,and mettalls of all maner,doe 
and canker, through diſuſe, bemg vnoc- 
pied. Euery thing generally in his naturall 
le, thriueth,and for want thereof, pentheth. 

The horſe , and other cattcll, through 
want 


Pal, 264 


Ephel 5 
Wai,60 


Plal.r19. 


Pſal x08 


Phil.z * 


Math.zo 


| tstheereate(t coward , and Tthus We Nay ex- 


tife, 1dlenefſe being nothing but a payntedÞ 


' vponan other, and ſtand ydlein the marked 


\ The beſtpurchal 
wantof'trauel, arefcebler inthe fecte, and 
vnhitter to trauell. 

Thebid that lieth, 1s not in ſuch ;"4 Yet, 
bur ſitting (til, is ſhot at with an arrow. 

The (Guldier that isthe greateſt ſluggard, 


, 
tend and drawe out our diſcourſe with innu- 


merable particulars. Wherfore,{ince the ci; 
ſtandeth thus, e-Lwwake rbo# thar ſleepe#?, ani 
Pando from the dead,and (, hrift ſhall giue the: 


toombe and ſcpulc::re which burieth: vb! 
quicke. 

We heare heere of a ercat ancllels; of:Þ1 
Treaſure ,'and a Pearle farre better than out 
life. Vp thereforewhy ſitteſt thou ſtil? why 
dooth thy.fleſh cleaue vnto the pauement n 
ſummon with Danid harp and lute to/awakert 


" and lay, [ my {elfe wil awake rrght earely. Nowftl 


cuen now, ourſaluation drawethnigh;: Ole 
worke we our faluation with feare andtremhe 
bling. Now are wee called to woorkein theſſ 
Lordes vineyard, why thendoe we ſtare one 


place? All riches and plenteouſnesisheer: 
oftered vnto vs for our labour and paynes 
wherefore let vs, for thereward ſake, cheerefWe; 
fully vndergoethem. Andin thiscaſe :bead 
uiſed "ny wiſedome;who g ciuciivs thisinftr | 

Chon 


{ 
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xd Aion: Call after knowledge,andcrie for vnder- Ptowetha.s 
flanding , ſeeke for her as ſiluer, and ſearch for 
r,Þ heras treaſure , and this wil be the iſſue, Fe 
ſhall underitand the feare of the Lord, and finde 
d, che hn rs 0+ of our God. 
X- all /acob for the lone thathe did beare | 
u-Þ vnto Rache/,ſerne'two prentiſe« hoods;twice 93-29. #6, 
ulcÞ ſeen yeates rogether,a moſt miſerable ma- 
{fl ſter,(vnckle I will not call him)he was ſo ab« 
22:Þ ſurd, and of that bald behauiour enery kind  _., 
cal ofway, as foyſting in his bleared Eird, Leah. 
vi for Rachel, and ten ſeucrall times huckingand 
dodecing': with him for his wages, and ſhall. 
of: we ſcotch to ſerue God fo long;ferthe beaue 
outÞ tle far + bounticofakingdome,who 
payeth vs ſuch great & exceeding wages, &' 
neuer ſticketh with vs, but eucr oiueth. vs” 
more then he doth promiſe vs? Nay, rather" 
thenthrough idlenes we will looſeſuch blef- 
Bcdnes, O Lord ,by thy grace we are votaries 
th Danid, not to ſuffer our cies to ſleep, or | Palnergs 
mr eie-liddes to ſlumber , or the temples of our 
Wcad to take any reſt, vntill we find the temple of 
he Lord.the habitation of the miiohty God of In- 
$06: we ſhall ſhake off the ſlugeards hcknes, 
hoeuer finds ſome fault or other with the 
Wealon of the ycare', which is, cither too hot, pronnt,u8 
too cold,ſo as heis not able to ue himſelf 


0 work:or elſe he fearesa lion lurking e by the 
G ways 


\\T he beſtpurchalc 


-.- Way,ora bearen the ſtreete, ſo as he cannot 
go torth out of his houſe. We<an go to bed 
te, andariſc carlyin the morning, and. cate 
the bread of ſorrow , and grudge at no pains 
n plodding,and prowling after paltry world- 
ly pearlc anditrealure that 1s tran(itorie,, and 
{hall we {[tomacke to labour in Gods worke, 
the worth thereof ſurmounting beyond the 
1maginationof man,althc wealth of 11) og 
in.the wotld. 
© Jfa man ſhould offerthee a huge heap of 
mony., ypon.conditionthat thou ſhouldeſt 
run one holydayon his erand,and he ſhould 
promiſe thee at thy returne, at the daies end 
to giuethee this mony: | know thou ſhouldlt 
notneed to haye {purres to pricke thee for- 
ward thou wayld({t poſtc it away cheerfully, 
It is thus with vs : our life is called aday, our Þ. 
way which God hath ſet vs to walke,is long, Þþ 
the wages and-hyre of our trauaile,ts income þþ 
parable,ranne wertheottore with Dawid,the way 
of Gods commandement:,and let our whole la- 
bour be unployed therevpon. 

Hypocrates (auth of the art of Phiſick, that| 
the ſtudy of its long , the expcricnce of t 
doubttull ..and ourlfe buthort,, which hefty 
.: faidnottodifcourage any from.this laudableſſ; 
profeliion,/ but to :ncite vsto. follow after it, ſhi 


wath a more:carne(t contention: the bke may 
be 


of che true hidden rreaſure. 
beſaid of our duine ſtudy,the philick of the 
| ſoule , to animate vs to all paintull labour in 
| this bulineſle, for the obtaining ofthis true 
trealure and incſtimable icwellthatis ſet be- 


ſang vp Gods templehe did ſet ut forward 
with ſuch ſpeed and diligence. A perfe@pre- 
ſidence for vs to dothe like, teaching 'vsto 
of Þ ſpend all the paines we can about the affaies 
of Gods worthip, and to be more carcfull of 
ud heauenly matters, then we are of our priuate 
nd Þ and worldly commodities. © | 
dt Þ If we would but conſidgr and weigh with 
our ſclues how we run vpon theſcore, into 
what a deep debt wxhGod and arrerages,we 
efalne:the palpable and damnable ſecuri 
we take in maters of religion,cannot but ſeem 
The Romane Emperour Augnitne, hea- 
fring how a noble-man of Rome was behind 
d,& yet for al that took his ſleep kindly, & 
orted of both eares,{pending no thoght of 
cquittancing of any of it, was very defirous 
Bo buy the couch and pallet that he flept ony 
able; or he-could but muze mainly at the matter, 
T yhow a man in ſuch deep debt, ſhould take 
vayfuch deep reſt, If we would bethinke our 
be ; G 2 {clues, 


v; 
\.. 
o % © 


that! 
of t 
he 


: Þ fore vs. ith 
| S«/omonſpent double more timein build- 1.Kig.s 
wg his own houſe, then he didinereRting & .. ...;.... 


; * i.\-The beſt | iſe 
ſclues, whatbonds of dity we haue broken þ 
andforfeitedto God,' out country,” and'out 
Houthold,& chiefly to thoſe ofthe houlhol4 
 offaithtitis not pollible that we ſhould paſſe 
away our tune in ſuch dalliance,paltumezand 
fure;as we do, a great audite being nigh 
Mankew 82 ("at Hand;- wherein we mult give vp'a'very 
ſtreight acconne,not only for workes,but'for 
idle word; and for eitery vain thought: 
Otrthen'what ſower ſawce thalt cuery ban. 
quethane;which we hauchad here,at which 
forifly'eall words hauebinvttred ? welkwel, 
_ When Godsfernants ſhal returnthis meſſage 
Zacks = to their maſterthatfſenitthem,''ee have gou 
through Mie worldjund beholde it ſrteth till; ani 
i at ref-What will Gods anſwer herunto-be 
butthis.thattheir ſecurity ſhal yceld them ii: Þ, 
te fafety?for when they thal ſay,Pedre, peace 
all thiny4 are well, -then ſhall come ſodas atÞig 
tration vpon them, a4 trauaile »pon awomathhy: 


iabouring with childe;;\ and they fhallnoteſe 


*, 


».zni4,r 


0 _ ,, — PIP "CASRN 


C.Thel'g 


g15 4 | wo! 2::10Lt 
hs 2 Wasthis ſecurity the downfall of Sodowſhya 
andher iſter Gomorha, and their neiehbo wel 
Townesabout, whoforall-their deadfleepÞi: .; 
—_— deſtruction, and ther damnati Ly 
Eccle.zz © Onfleepednot? The whip and burthewbelont ll o 


eth tothe Aſſe , correfiion and worke unto th ; 
Jernant, ſend bim to labour that he got wot 1dithy ql 


far: 


of the truce hidden treaſure. 3 
for idlaneſſe bringeth nwch enil,yeajitisindeed = 
the TT ul ell, and the amRof al fan. 
I paſſed by the field of the ſlouthfull, (Ganth Salo- 
mon) and by the vinyard of the man deftitute of 
vnuderſinnding and to, it was all grawne ouer with Prou.sg 
thornes, and nettles had coneredthe face therof, 
Furthermore, this king in the wiſedome of 
ot Þ his ſpirite, made a. ſingular vſe -of this his 
It: Þ medutation,in this matter to him(ſelfe, He be- 
held and con/ideredu wel, recemedanſtruttion 
hy itghat a lutle ſleepe brought ina great deale of 
erty, and a little ſlumber apreat deale of ne- 
eſſitie ; Corruptions and, vices.ſpring vp in 
#Ethe-bodics and foules. of the wicked, as 


jornes and briars1n the fields of the ſlouth- 


:F.1; The running; reawe giueth pure and A finilude, 

tholſpme fiſhes, but the ſtanding poole in@ + 1-7, / 
Secndrah frogs; and diucele noylome.crea- 
wes. i . | 


Theland that Fe» 


elſe?) | "rn | 
x/fſ: 1fchou wouldſt hauethy ſoule empty. of 
attBlynclean thoughts,epleniſh &fulfl tr with 
Þ godly matians, andſy no wickegnes ſhall 

Fl | ?aþle.tq | im; For as the glaſl;  viollthat A unilicude' 

al% already Gallof r, 1s not opeble of any 

1 G 3 other 


4 


-_ aiThebeſtpurchaſe * | 
other thing beſide: fo the vellell of thy foule, | 
being fraught withthe beſt defires,it hathno | 
lodging for ecuill diſpoſed purpoſes, © 
Ms Naturetcachcth thee'with thy two'hands | 
to worke, as it doth the bird wth het two 
wingstoflic. I CUES | 
©" Behold how painfully the worldly man 
ſeeketh after wealth, learne ofhim to ſeek tor Þ 
« the true wealth indeed, and expreſſerhouhi; Þ 
diligence and thou (halt artaine vnto it: Be Þ 
not flow and flack in Godsſeruice,as Cawm 
his ſacrifice, but be as forward in duties of re þ 
= 00% as eAbrahamwas in his owneſonna Þ 
oblation, of whome the Scripture ſaith tha 
hearoſe carl 
God. F 
Py 'Thou canſt not withoue labour with thyÞ/ 
Afimlieude, ſtope and bucket draw wateroutofawellſf « 
muchlefſe without labour thou ſhale drawÞ} { 
this lively waterfromthe well-ſpring of al-yo 
—_ OOTY ELD (4 
 Therearemany main motiues,andiniduceſſ't 
ments tothis duty. As thereſpet of ourn:'0 
tural infirme condition, being mitſelfefac bi 
as withoytthis treaſure of the word of Codſ® 
which miniſtreth preſent/help to all ournel# 
nies we ate not able ity this preſeritife pe: 


y inthe morning to ſacriheevnto | 


| o & 
ra &@ + 
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+. Thepromiles of God are pithy and plau- 

> þ fibleperſwaſions herevnto, by which he aſ- 
fink vs his aſſiſtance and direQionin al our 

; | proceedings, if ſo belaboriouſly we ſhall in- 

0 þ quireand ſceke after hin. 

{ Moreouer, the preſidents and examples 
| ofthe faithful,arc as good orators as we need 
| to have to pleade this aſſertion. Necodemr a 
Phariſce euery inch of him,of a very curſed 
ſet,ſoughtlate for this treaſure, and came to 
Chriſt by nigheto diſturb him in his ſleepe, 
e« | feulking 1n the dark,and like vnto the night- 
16 | O wie,not daring to behold the Sun atnoon 
a Þ day , politickely temporizing and playing 
1 with both hands: yet was henot repulſed, but 
i Þ he found this treaſure which was hidde from 
thy his knowledge, (albcit he was dubbed ſuch a 
ell: doctor among them) when Chriſt diſcour- 


\ 


lelrs. 


-mvb {ed with him of the prime pointof rudiment , 


(4. of regeneration.CAary Magdalen the harlot, 
+ Fthepublicanein the temple, the thiefevpon 
aceſthe crofle , inquired after hmm. yvhom their 
+;Þ({oules loued,, and thei: labour was not lolt, 
\ch[buthey enioyed their deſires. It ts but 4cbe 

Ahed haxe : ſecke, and find : knocke, and it ſhall be 
-nepened wnto you. Wherefore fecke for know- 
fe dre as for treaſure, and for heauenly wiſc- 
WA ine, as for the wedge of gold of Ophyr, the 


O 


Math.6 


«-FCorall,the babiſh, and the O»yx ſtone isnot 1,4, js 


T G 4 equall 


.- \Thebeſtpurchaſe 
equall vnto this. Sell not thy rightcouſtieſle 
Amos® forfluer, preferring the merchants of Baby+ | 
lon, before the cittizens ob Hiern/a/em,Be not Þ 
tukes hike the Gadarexes, who for loue of they þ 


fwinc, were willing enough to leaue Chriſt, 


and willed him to depart out of their 
coaltcs. | 


Of the gladneſſe of this Euangelicall Merchan, 
pon the finding of this trea'ure and Pearte of 

. great price + wnacr which the joy which thi 
Saints of Goa as feele , by the pawer of hf 
' word, typically s ſhadowed, E 


He word of God is not innaturc 
@] 1& Y vnlike vnto aFiſhermans books, 
22 72 for it taketh vs as ſoone as itis ta 
EX ken of vs. Put heercin it diffexeth, 
that it catcheth vs not to kill vs, but to ſaue v; 
aliuezit hurteth and woundcth not.butrathc 
comforteth and healcth all our wounds... 
A fimilirude- Tris like vnto fire, neyer ceaſing, vatill! 
conuerteth all the fewell calt into it, intc | 

This fire of the Spirite melterh all our hear 
wages Þþ 
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and reſtethnot , 1fit-may take holde of them, 

vntill-itturneth.our ſcare and dry affeftions, 

| intothe hote btrning coales of zealous dif- 

| poſitions. A glad man wasthis, as fooneas - 

t | hee hidde with long digging in theground 
found outthe golden mine, his heart retoy-+ 
| ced, and his tongue was glad, his heart and 
| fleth reioyced inthe liuing God, hee went as 

; Þ way rautthed,and fulfilled with all toy. 
| Itſeemeththerefore that he haddea great 
| gheſle of theprice of this pearle,of the value, 
\ © worth,and worthineſle of this treaſure. For 
 Þ there is none who taketh pleaſure in any vn- 
| knowne thing :for, the ſenſibleexpenence 

'fF thatwe haue of a thing, is that which breeds 

br ethin vs our louevnto a thing., /4 | 

wu . And truely (deare cnriſtian) I wilt lav my 
ſoule vpon it, that if thou ſhalt buttaſte how 

Þ {weete the Lordeis, and comevnto Gods 

wordcin godly {incerity , wythout politike 

partiality , thou wilt bec ſo ſatisfied with the 
tulneſſe of thatioy, as nothing elſe, in com- 
pariſon ofthis , ſhall beable to dehight thee. 

For this is ke the pretious perfume of the n+ a (imilitude, 

pothecary , thattaketh away arreuillauour 

| andlcaucth a good behind it. Thou ſhalt be prov.ze : I 

1 kke-the buyer;of: whome Solomer (peaketh, 1,7 -* 4 
fy who whiles hee isin buying; :ſgracethrthe 

1 thing, laying;./t i naxgbr, it Cap wor be woorth 


the 


O 


* 


$ fimilitude. 


A ffaiilitude, 
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the money ,, but when hee hath bought it,hee 
boaſtethiof his penyworths,and wonderful. | 
Ivextollethit, and fayth itis farre better than F 
his monev. As pple that are decoded with | 

ſeth their oldetaſte, and þ 
Pun onely of the hony, or the {ugar:ſo our Þ 


foules dedicated and deuoted to heauecnly | 
things, they arenothing conditioned as they 


ho ny and ſugar, 


were before, but they rcllife onely the ſwcet- 
nes of Gods word. 


Itfareth with vs , as with the Gentlemans 
hawke, who being hooded and blinded, is f 
fluggith and hath no plcalureto follows his F 


game,and co ſoare alott: but being vahood- 


ed,he taketh his flight, & with delight enogh 
purſueth his paſtime. : ſo we whom the god 


ot this world hath blinded with earthly cog1- þ 


tattons/ haue'no heart or ſtomacke vnto hea- 


uenly matters, and perceyue not{being ſca- 
ſuall and carnall men) the things that are of 


© 


God: butif God vahoodethivs,and openeth 
vntows theeicsof our mindes , then wee flie 


vp, as the hawke,on high; wee looke vppoa Þ 


heaucn, and haue our whole conuerſation in | 


heauen, and-do placeall our pleaſure andfe- 
kcitiein heanen:. - 

' As onenawleor wedge is Salon 
another, ſo:0 furedoth expel another : 

'Thei joy andplealuve of the holy Spirit.cha- | 


 ceth 


| 
k 
| 
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 eeth away the palerie pleaſure ofthe world: - 
| Wherefore; ſuch who are affrighted and: 
an Þ diſmayed within themſclues atthe preaching 


th F ofthe word; haue not yet learned Chriſt, oc- 


nd Þ ynderſtoode what is the nature and operatie 

| onof the word. Thename of the goſpel del- 
ciphereth plainely thenatureof the Golpe e 
v F Itis called Enanvelnm , which fizmficth Bo. 


* © numnminm; thatis; a olad meſlave,and t- 


| heauenly harbenger Gabrie/, vnto the ſhep- 
's Þ heardes”) / bring you tidings of great 10y whith 
ut Þ hail be vnto all the people, Beholde what jov 
d- Þ this is, it isnota ſlenderand light kind of ioy 
appertaining vnto ſome few hut itis a great 
and vniuerfall joy belonging vnmto all. 
This10y (im (ome forte) 1s familiarlylayde 
open, vnder the plaine ſ1militudes of harueſt 
| ren, and offouldiers,atthe end of their har- 
veſt;& at thediuiding of their booties, They 
hae reioyced before thee according to the toy of 
harue#t , andasmenveicyre when they dinide 4 
foyle, Arid what is the ſubiet occaltonof 
this iov, the Prophetthere telleththeo . 7he 


in the day of Midian.. EE 


- 


| priſoners ; 


atid putteth'them then to' hisgalhies; 


and 


6 


dings of great 10y. Beholde(ſavth Chriſt his | 


Luke.z, 


Ilais, 


C* Þ oahe of their barden;the taffe of their ſhoulder, .. 
| the rodde of their oppreſſor haſt thou broken ,"as 


The Turketiketh a greaticoimpanyce a coy 


The beſt purchaſe 
and galleth and waſteth them with moſt cru. 
dl bondage-;. Their king ſendeth his ſonne 
with-great power to procure their gaole dehi« 
uery + what ioy and gladneſle is there now,as 
you imagine j inthe hearts of thele captiucs 
vpon ſo happy.newes? 

: [Yet Jet vs further preſſe this ſweete and 
comfortable doftrine , by making, this the 
* caſe; A ſerpent hath bitten aman vnto the. 
death with hisvencmous mouth, and there iz 
noother ineanes to preſerue his life,butan o-, Þ 
ther mans death, ſome man muſt die by lic-' 
king him whole , and by taking away his 
rancke contagion with his tonguezwel,ſome, F 
baſe man of no reputation may ſerue this 
turn; yethfe forlife,that mult be the ranſom, 
But the caſe is Guite contrary, a miſerable: ma 
hath beene ſtungby this ſerpent ,-andrather, 

than he ſhould ate, the king ſendeth his only: 
begotten ſonne, whome he nourithed ins 
bolome, whome hee made heyre of all, with 
his {weete lippes which were full of grace,to | 
leke his contagious,and putifyinglores,and | 
to dic for hi: 114145314 | n 

Or, if you pleaſe, let vs paraphraſe thus + 
thereate notorious thecuesfor capital crimes 
committed to the gaole , andthe dogme « 
1+ trath bythe ſcarlet Tudgeis gue ppt again 

theiti,andthey muſt be executed all Gainr'g 
. $4? © 
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ts. | 'ofthem 1 Butoe, as Godwould haueit,-in 
ne | the meane-time commeth the Kings ſonne 
1s © with hisretinue and guarde about him:atthe 
as | fiebt'ofwhome thele enormous caitiues out 

of their grates and priſon holes, -criewitha 
 lowde vovece, ſaying, Sauc vs maiſter leſtwe 
{ periſh; The Kings ſonne hereatamazed;and 
ſtanding ſtill , asketh his followers whatthis 
damorous and ſhreeking' out-cry meaneth. 


- 


They anſwere in this wiſe 3 they arefamous 
malcfaors,whome thy fathet hath impriſo- 
'Þ ned,and adiudged vnto death, forther-due 
' demerites, and they are foorthwithtobelcd 
but to execution , and to ſuffer death as tray- 
tors in the higheſt degree: Butthe bowelles 
of this young Prince,moued with their Aole» 
full and moſt extreame eſtate, commaundeth 
them to be ſtayde, -and offereth-himſelfeas a 
runſome and redemption to his father fot 
them. Whoſe heart is fo ſtony, tharwilbnot 
be mollified and broken in pecces, vpon1y2 
dings of ſuch ſtrange and 'vnſpeakeablc iov? 
Our caſe is even the ſame , and this is the be. 
1, Phefitwhich we haue by Chriſt} the obie&of 
5+ | ourioy, the ſubict ofthe Gofpel,which wee 
165 | preach vnto you. By him wee haue deliue- 


of | rancefromthethraldome of Satan,being faſt = 


aſt | bound i-miſerieand yrons . By him,wethat 
ng haue beene ſtung by the Serpent, the ole! red 
0 ras 


Palne :26 


Jobs 8. 
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arc healed againe . And by his red 
blood theranſome of our linnes, he hath pa- 
cified the wrath of his Father , and hath deli 
uered ys his priſoners, appointed vato death. 
Forthis —_ lct our tongues befilled with 
ter and our hearts with ioy. Andlct ys 
gladly cntercayneall ſuch as bring this happy 
kegation vnto'vs. 

» Thelonging expeRztion which our Fa. 
thers had of this , lifted vp their hearts, and 
through this; they were comforted before he 
was exhibited. | 

eAbrabam did ſee Chriſt , but a farre off, 
and greatlyrciovced 3 wee hauchim nighat Þ 
hind, and poſleſſc him in deede, whom they 
hadbutin hope, and therefore wee hauear- 
gument of greater ioy than they. | 
If Solomonſortioyced, and al [+ae/wyth 
him, as the carth it ſelfe rang withthenoyle 
they:made ; when they brought the Arke of Þ! 
Godinto the Temple of God : muehmoreÞF' 
ought wee torcioyce, hauing had theliuely Þ: 
Arke; the Sonne of God among vs , andba-P' 
mung ſecnc the lowing kindyeſſe of the Lord mm the h 
wal? of the temple. Sy n 

» The Eaſterne Magicians, atthe Hoht but ſci 
of aſtarre which conduRtedthemto the way! 
where Chni{t was to be borne, were exceed: 
ing'g/ad; wehauec Chriſt himſclfe dirtQing 


VS 


x 


I'> 
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ed || vsinthe way that wee areto walke, therefore 
a. | we ought in duty to go beyond them in toy< 
li. | fulncfle, ail tara 
th. |  1f greate minthand melody was'in the {a+ 
ich Þ thers houſe , for the ioyfull welcome home 
ys þ of the prodigall ſonne:: whenas we prodigal 


his holy word, we ſhall likewiſe heare of toy 
and gladnefle, that the bones which he hath 


broken may reioyce. 


we leape and skippe like young Vinicornes,: 
hey ſ{wbÞena» Chriſt by his worde entreth into our 
At+ loules? 


h but no longer than when the party is pre- 
ent that did ſendit. A bil of debtbindeth, but 
thath no further vſe whenthe hand+writing 
zdiſcharged . Theflowers of trees are plea- 


ant, but vntil ſuch-time as the fruite-of them 


the ike obligationis cancelled vpon pavinent of 


Phedebt. Therefore, by how-muchthe pre-- 
butfſence of the Bridegroome/1s welcomer then 
/('sletter3& the money better than the parch» = 
pples better thanthe 
than the 


floures 


wa) 1s] 


-ed: vent ſcroll 3 and the A 
lingſowers the fruits of the ſpirit better 


VS 


* 
, 


Jt /ohx the Baptilt leapt in his mothers; 


wombe, vppon the comming of the mother, 
f Chriſt into his mothers houſe, how (huld- 


Finely faith 4+ noms A letter comfort- 


reripe, the flours are conſumed in the fruity, 


Luke :6, 


children come home vnto our father, and do; 


Luke bs 


Chey falogus, 


L *%' 
4 . * id 
} 
© - = | 
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flowres of the dead tetter : ſo much iovfuller 
oughtwetobe,than our fathers of olde time; 
who had but the epiſtle, coucnant, and (hid. 
*. 2%: dowes; Which wereinſteade of leancs * wes 
hauethe Bridegroome , the carncſ? penny it 
ſelfe the fruit of the holy«ghoſk,the ſubſtance 
of fakuationeffeQually among vs. 
” A great difference 15 to bee putt betweene 
thisioy , which this merchant conceiued tg 
S himſelfe , yppon this happy hauing of thi 
.« 7 treaſure; and that which he had befofe of his 
worldly treafure, whether bequeathed vnto 
him by his friends, or brought 1n by his care: 
fullinduſtry . For worldely ioy is counterfet, | | 
| ' and mixedwith much mourning. And of 
Way 34. . | this the Prophet E/ay thus ſpeaketh: Althat 
991012 1212 were merry of heart doe monrne : the ayrth of ff © 
the tabrtts codſeth,the noiſe of them that reioxet | 
#ndeth the ivy of the harpe teaſeth. | 
A Smikude, © The fickle toy of this worlde , 'is like the 
fond ioy of birdes, picking karnells of corne 
* - whderanet whichis ſpread forthem,and like 
3 the jiov of fithes skuddingin the water after: 
worme,vndet which a hook is coucred. T heff © 
worlde hke Riche! ſcemieth to be beautifull: of 
but Gods worde itis thatis ike Leah , fruit- P* 
full. 4 . m 
» All worldly merrumcnt is but mecre mad- lv 
nes,in the'Wiſe mans iudgement ; / ſayde of 
Gt laughter 
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laughter thog arte madde , and of toy, what #1 it 9" 
that thou does? ( faycth the wiſcdome of 59. 
lomon.) | 
The inſufficiency of worldly ioy,the mu- 

table and changeable condition of it : and of 
the contrary ide,the ſoliditic and ſtabilitie of 
the ioy that is ſpirituall, is conſidered inthe 

crſons of //mac/,and //aac. Iſmael wandring 
n the wilderneſle of Ber/a:ba , fainted in his 
journey, his water in his bottle was ſpent,and 
he grew thirſty , almoſt vnto the death. But 
Iſaac that was the ſonne of the free woman, 
borne after the ſpirite, and not afterthefleſh, 
neuer was in want, but he digged welles and 
fountaines of liuing water , which ſtreamed 
without ceaſing. Worldly ſolace is ſoone fi- 
niſhed & conſumed , with the water that was 
in //>94els pitcher; but the comfortand glad- 
nes of the godly , as the ſpowtcs and conduit 
pipes of 1/aac , ſpowt outthe waters of cter- 
nall life continually , and this their joy and 
8 comfort ſhall no man take fromthem. 
| The Manna of the Ifraclites, is a ſpeciall 
heff type of the ſingular comfort and ſweeteneſle 
41:8 of Gods word, the Manna of our ſoules. The 
{ pcople of /rae/wiſt not what it was: in like 
maner wee know not what this is which is fo 
4 iwectc inourlippes, and comfortable to our 
- Ataſte, which ſlackcth the thirſt of earthly af- 
| H fefti- 
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feftions, and carieth the mind after heauenly 
A fimilitude, matters. For,as the litle Ant,who hath ſmel- 
led the ſweetenes of any hoy or ſugar, run- 
neth to and fro through the nalleſt chinkes 
and crannies of the ground, tickledand raui- 
ſhed with the pleaſant ſcent of 1t : ſo the god- 
ly foule,who hath taſted how ſweetthe ond 
is vnto him , he runneth with all ſpeede vnto 
the ſauour of his ſivecte ointments, and more 

dclighteth in the pleaſure of his houſe. 
Leane not thou therefore vppon the bro- 
ken ſtaffe and rod of «Zgypr, which will de- 
cciue thee , put notthy truſt in any helpe of 
man, ſetnotthy minde vpon carthly things, 
butreſt vpon'god as the anchor of thy ſoule, 
and thy certayne ſtay andrefuge inal thy ex- 
tremities . For, what aged weakeman will 
commit the whole poylc and burden of his 
+ bodytoafmallandtender crutch, to be ſup- 
ported by it , which being ouermuch char- 
pe with his burden, cruſheth a pecees, and 

reaketh alunder , and giueth him a mayne* 
ouerthrowe , and if ſo bee hee doe truſt in 
1t2 

A fimiitude. Ttis notinthe nature of earthly oy, to (a- 
tisheour mindes. Foritis withit,as with the 
eſtate of a man that hath an agew,whoin the j 
extremitic of his burning fitte, thinketh him-f ; 
ſelfc nota litleeaſed, with a draft of coldef j 


drink, 
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drinke, and indeed the heate 1s ſomewhat al- 
layed and qualihed for a time, but to his fur- 
ther vexation and danger in the ende : forit 
feedeth and noriſheth his redundant humors 
in hum : So,carthly 10y ſeemeth to haue ſore 
iollity in itat the farſt aſlay, butitis hke colde 


water, Pony in the beginning the inordt- 
nate and di{teinpered defire of the minde31n 


the ending to worke the greater torment and 
perill of the minde. For, bet that Ammon be 
for a brunt ſicke of loue towardes his f1ſter 


Thamar, it is but for a fitte, for hauing glut- -- 


ted his luſt, and fulfilled his filthy minde, his 
hatred that he beareth towards hir afterward, 
will farre exceed al that outward loue which 
he ſhewed her before. - 

If wee knew but the ende of worldely de- 
lights, which maketh vsſuch ſhew of ſiweet- 
neſle in the beginning , we could nener fan- 
ciethem. Itis ſhort that delighteth,and cter- 
nall that tormenteth. | 

T here bee ſome vlcers that breede vnder 
the skinne,by reaſon of a ſalt running humor 


that aboundeth , which ſo tickleth theskinne 


with apleaſurable itch, as by the rubbing of Y 


themto and frowith the fingers for the time, 
It ſcemeth much delightfome, butwhen the 
itch ceaſeth, immediately thereupon the ſore 
increaſeth, ranckling, feſtering,and burning 
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exceedingly : ſo worldly vaine toy that dooth 

but tickle vs at the firſt, doth but double our 

ſmart and miſery at the laſt. 

A fGiliude, Thebirdthatis incloſed in the net, dooth 

| not feeleit atthe firſt, butin the end , when 
ſhe would flic away, ſhee ſenſibly findeth it: 
So men,intangled with the ſnares of the Di- 
uel, the pleaſures of this worlde, which wee 
{wiftly ike a bird flie into , priuily in this nett 
are our feete taken , and beforeſuchtime as 
wee woulde eſcape out of it, *we cannot elpic 
It, 

& fimilinde The oythatthe world yeeldeth, pierceth 
no furtherthan the bodily ſenſe, it dooth'not 
touch,or come nearethe inward man. It doth 
no more good than a ſpoonetul of cold water 
dropt into his mouth that hath an extreame 
agew,which cooles his pallat, but riddeth not 
his thirſt,for the heate that is within him pres- 
ſently confuweth it , before it can enter and 
paſ[e into the ſtomacke. 

Inthe preſence of God, is the fulneſle of 
all ioy , and without him there is nothing but 
Plalme 43. heauines. Dawid could not cate the bread that 
did him good whilcſt the cnemy vexed him, 
aud asked him,ſaying, Where is now thy God! | 
Pali, If God bee not with vs , wee may hangour 
Harpes vppon the willow trees : For there is 
toy and gladnefle only inthe dyellings of the 
| righte. 
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righteous, and only they that are true of hart Phat «18, 
nn | ſhalbe glad . The organs,ſhack-buts , and pwme 64. 
4 tuncable pipes ſounded alowd, and filled the 


houſe, when the prodigall ſonne came home *ubers. 


94 yato his father : when wee returne from our Fade 30 
i. fines ynto our father, we ſhall putte off our 
ih ſackecloth,and girde our ſclues with gladnes, plalme «6. 
pn for at his right band are aboundance of plea- 

fares for cuermore. | 


x But of this ioy , which is the true ioy in- | 
© | deede, whichthe goſpell doth begette in the 
heartes of thoſe that loue it , eartnone better 
ſpeake, than ſuch, who hauc had a liuely fee- 
th | [ng of the ſame , whereof in holy page wee 


, . 
hauc innumerable examples. Vertue com- 


r , 
= meth out of euery parte ofthis, as out ofthe 
fringe and garment of Chriſt. For as Chriſt 
10! © 
« with fiue loaues and two fiſhes fed fine thou Ads, 


f ſand men; ſo Peter with one ſermon did con 
NC uertthree thouſand ſoules. e4prippa hearing ages. 
the Apoſtle Paul but once, was almoſt made 
a chriſtian, The Eunuch hearing Ph#lip but 
once,he becamea conuert, Zacheus hearing Ave%8. 
Chriſt but once, forioy, hee ſhared out his, 
roodes vnto the poore. Innumerableſoules © 
that hauelighted vpon the word, haue light- 
edypon ſaluation , but without the worde L 
co finde none that hath been converted, & hath 

found this faluation . The dead hauc heard 


H 3 the 
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 thevovceof Chriſt, and hauc beenereſtored 
vnto life. The bod: hauc heard the worde 
of Chnſt, and hauerecciued [ight:the dumb 
haue heard the word of Chriſt, K their tougs 


haue beeneloofed , and they naue olorified 


Chriſt . The ke haue heard the voyce of 


Chriſt, andthey haue skipped; the windes, 
and they haue ceaſed. The ſca,and it hath bin 
calmed. The aimells, and they haue obcy ed: 
But wee, farre worſethan they, hcare it con- 
tinually, and are not reclaymed. 

A finner can no ſooner reſi Igne his finfull 


life, and betake himſelfe to a chriſtian vodlic 


courſe , buta {traunge metamorpholis and 


change immediately is to be ſeenein him,and 
the inward cffeRs of the bleſſed word of god 
wil ſoone beeſpicd , by his outward glad ] af. 
fes. 

As Haman was lo exceeding iovfull when 
he was biddento the banquet to the King,as 
he could not conceale it, but he mult needes 
boaſt to his wite and neighbours ofit: ſo the 
righteous being caled by the preachers of the 
word to the ſupper ofthe Lambe;, and to the 
kingly marnage, they can not but make their 
godly boalt E. it, and all the daylong be tal- 
king thereof. 

As heate that is hid vnder a thicke cloudse, 
| willnotbe reltrayned from breaking foorth 


12t9 
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into athunder and great noyle : Sothe heate 
of Gods worde abiding inour heart, reſt- 
eth not, but it ſcarchcth all the partes and 
maketh great motions and commotions in 
them. 


There be diuerſe kinds of houſes builded, 
two chambers, or three chambers hich, like 


the Arke of Noah; and inſuch, that noyle 


which is made in the higher roome deſcend- 
eth to the lower, and is calily heard init. The 
inward man is much of this making, ſtand- 
ing vpon two lofts,in the ypper roomelodg- 
eth his vnderſtanding and will , and belowe 
cowch his ſenſuall and brutiſh affeions and 


oroller motions that are carnall,and beaſtly : 
and theſe twoo diſtin pauilions are ſo com- 
pact, and conioyned together , and there is 
ſuch a combination betwixt them, as let there 
beany (hr more thanis ordinary inthe high- 
erroome, they that dwell beneath are made 


partakers of it. Tf God his loue be earneſt in 


motion in the inward and ſpirituall man, its ' 
woonderfull howe the outwarde and carnall . 


man ispoſleſſed withit . They goe handin 
hand together , like vnto twoo T winnes, 
ſam ling and fulfilling this Aphoriſme of 
the 16 Daxid , Hy heart, and my fleſh, 
reioyced m the enerlining God, Plalme cightie 


foure, | 
H 4 It 
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Tf as yet thorough want of knowlege of 
the word of God, thou haſt had no feeling 
of the ioyfull effes of it : do but taſte and 
feele how ſweete the Lord is, and thou ſhalt 
ſoone perceiuc it. Theignorance of it,is the 
only maine cauſc of our gencrall loathing of 
it. 


Gregorie ſhewing the oddes that is betwixt 
both Finds of ioy that which the world yccl- 
dceth,& that which the word offereth, paſſing 
elegantly diſcourſeth in this wiſe. Bodily 


pleaſures, whenas they are wanting vs, are 


moſt deſired of vs\, and being fulfilled with 
them,we are ſoone glutted and ſurfeited with 
them. But ſpiritual ioy,the more we are with- 
out it,the leſſe we eſteem to have it , butthe 
more we haue it, the greater affeftion and 
pleaſure we haucin it. 

In earthly delights our appetites onely 
pleaſe vs, which being fully to our deſires 
ſcrued,they preſently do diſpleaſe vs. In hea- ff 
uenly things our appetites only faile vs, and 
the ſole experience andfeeling that we hauc 
ofthem, onely doth affect vs. In the other, 
our appctite doth ingender fulneſſe,and ful- 
neſſe breedeth fulſomneſle : butin theſe, our 
deſires beget falneſſe,and fulneſſe increaſetk 
. continually more delightfomnes. The more 

he fiwectnelle of this 1oy is perceiued,, the 
: more 
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morcardecntly it isloued,the beter itis known 
of vs. | 
nd A ſottiſh country man obſcurely mewed 
alt | vpal his life before, in a baſe and ſimple cot- 
he | tage, when he commeth to the famous cittie 
of | of London he ſtarcth about him cuery ſteppe 
that he doth make, 8 is a man made of won- 
It | ders,cuery obie& which is before his cies, be- 
cl- | jns vnto himaſubic& of wonder. Jt is not ſo 
ns | withthem thatare borne cittizens, and there 
ily Þ hauetheir abode,their long cotinued conuer- 


are Þ ſation of that place, taketh _- all admirati- 


ith | onofthe place. Thoſe who haue hitherto 
| dweltin egyptian and damnabledarkneſle, 
th- Þ who arerude,and ienorant.and asa beaſt be- 
the | fore him,when it pleaſeth the Lord that they 
nd} ſhould lift vp their cies, and behold the light, 
and with that cie of Faith,ſee that great cittic, 

ey | notof London, but of Hiern/alem, not toſce 
res | nevy ſtately houſes, but to ſee new glorious 
' heauens,they are ina world of wonder, they 
arc a{toniſhed and ſodainly caſt downe,they 
maruaile to ſee ſuch things3and ſenſibly, they 
feele- that which before they beleeued-nor. 
Butthefree deniſons of this /ern/alem, who 
do ſerue the Lord day and night in the ter- 
ple, and are alwaies before him , they muze 
not at that which they have ſo long ecriioyed, 
which haucbin their comfort in all __ af- 
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and becauſe of bis ſweete opntments, for which 


Thebeſt purchaſe 
flitons,with faithfull hearts acknowledgin ; 
with holy Dad inall dutifull thankſguung; 
How great t thy gooaneſſe which thou haſt ye 
vp for them that feare thee, and done to ther 


that truit in thee,euen before the ſonnes of men? 


Asthe Lord of old , when his //raehter 
wandred through the waſte wilderneſle, to- 
ward his promiſed land of Canaan, which a- 
bounded with milke and honny , prouided 
Aannag,a ccle(tial diet for them,and fed them 
with the bread of heanen : ſo,for vs who are 
trauellers , as all our fathers wereinthe w1l- 
derneile of this world , the Lord hath likec- 
wiſe given vs Angels food,the word of God, 
the ſpirtuall Amma, whereby we liue for c- 
uer. . Now as the former relliſed moſt plca- 
ſauntly in their mouthes, and contained all 
toothlome and delivhtſome taſte in it; which 


. = . 
all other his ſiveete creatures 1oyntly or 


. ſeuerally coulde aftoorde vnto vs :. So 


this 1famna and dict of our ſoules is inſtead 


of al dclights,and dainties vato vs, and is hike 


a perfume which hath odourfor cuery one. 


T his the ſpouſe ſen(ibly did taſte and feel 


in the preſence of her bride-groom,andther- 
fore ſhe deſireth to be {hill vnited vnto him, 


and that he world hiſſe her with the kiſſes of his 


month,inaſmuch,as her lone ts better then wine, 


the 


of rhe true hidden rreaſ ure. 
the virgins lowed ber, 
Ot this oy our'Sauior Chriſt ſpeaketh in 
his general proclamation, vnder the comfort 
and refeftion , vnto which it pleaſeth hnn 


molt graciouſly to inuitevs, by our obedt- 


ence vnto his word faying vnto vs:{ ome vn-. 
tome alye that tranaul,and are heany laden,and 
Iwillrefreſh you. 

Such therfore,as make that the argument 
of their ſorrow, which ſhould be vnto them 
an occaſ1on of great iov,who are grieued and 
ciſquicted atthe preaching ot the word,who 
entertainea preacher wv 1 noother congee, 
then Achav did Ear, ſaying vnto him , art 
thou come my enemy*hanving downe their 
heads like bul-ruſhes , when the voice af the 
preacher toucheth hes hnnes, and with the 
{word of the ſpirit Iauncheth them deeply, 
and entteth them to the heart, laving within 
themſclues, Darus eft hic ſermo:T his isa hard 
ſaying,and who 1s ableto abideit?Such, I ſay, 
may well be likened vnto thoſe, who ſufter 
ſhipwr rackeat the havens mouth Ac thekey 
ſide,the only place of harbour, and refuge 1n 
ſichd anger, 

But we cannot be | 1onorant, how vntooth. 
ſome and vnwholſome this ſpiritual diet is, 
tothe ſtomacks,and affefions of the greater 
fort, who are groſlcly minded. And wewar- 
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heauy and waighty body , and fo by 


The beſt purchaſe 
uel not much atit. For as ſwine are not de. 
Ighted with the ſmell of Fweete hearbs , but 
with the ſtinking ſauour of corrupt, carrion; 


fo ſwiniſh ſoules regard not the fragrant o. 


_ dourofthe ſweet word of G O D, but they 


drinke puddle, as an aſſe drinkes water, and 
their pleaſure is to wallow in the myre of their 
ſinnes. 


& fimilirude, TI he wicked,who are ſenſcleſſe,and with- 


out fecling, both of God and godlineſle,are 
like green and moiſt faggot ſticks, which arc 
ſo far from taking hold of the fire put vnder 
them,as thorough the ſap that diſtilleth from 
them they do extinguiſh and vtterly ouer- 
come it. The hearts of the godly, are of the 
nature and condition of the gun-powder, 
which is preſently ſet on fire by the leſt touch 
but of a ſparke that is put vnto it. So the fire 
of Gods word is choaked and ſmothered in 
vngodly men , being not a fit combuſtible 


ſubie&tto worke vpon. Butit ſoone maketh 


alightand bright flame, in theſoules of his Þ, 


Gints, as beeing afulphurous and apte mat- 


_ ter, vpon which itmay extend and exercilc 


his force. 
A kettle of water ſet on the fire, aſſoon as 


it conceiueth the heate thereof, expreſſeth,as 
weſce,the motion of the fire, for albeit,it be a 
nature 


ſhould 
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ſhould deſcend,yet whenit boyleth, it layeth F: 
afide his nature,and bubbleth,ariſcth,and af- 
cendeth vpward in themanner of fire. The 
bodies of the righteous, howſocuer by nature 
they are of an earthly and heauy ſubſtaunce, 
and ſo do bend downeward and haue a pro- 
ſpe to the world : yetthe fire of Gods jy Irit 
1 burneth within them contrary to their 
courſc,lifteth them ypward,and cauſeththem 
to mount yp to heauen. 
Wherefore, as /ohn wept vntill the booke apoe,s 
was opened, and ſo ſoone as it was opened, - 
all the Elders ſung : ſo let vs adiudgentto be 
the greateſt cauſe of weeping,when the word 
Is ken from vs , and the beſt occaſion that 
can be of ioy,when itis reſtored and giuento 
vs aFaine. 

Therefore be like vnto this learned Lapi- 
dary , andlearneoutthe valew and price of 
thispearle, and thou ſhalt ſoone find toy in 
it, 

It is a memorable example that Socrates 
n his ecclefiaſticall hyſtory,ſetteth downe of 
acertaine Abbot, who dieting himſelfe with WET, 
bread that was of a groſle and courſe graine, jib.s ap.s 
anſwered thus finely ſuch who would know | 
his reaſon therof of him. I take my wholerc- b 
paſt vpon this bread thatis ſo ſower, ſo vild, 
& mean, thatnothivg bu Ged mightbeof 
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ary pleaſure ahd delightſomneſſe with me, 
Oh that we were thus deuoted vnto God, 
and ſtoode fo aftetted towardes heaueniy 
\ things!itcouldnotbeotherwiſe but that they 
A finflitude, would expreſle ther joyful effects in vs. For 
cuen as thoſe that walke in the Sunne, be the 
occaſion of whatit wil,muſt needs beparch- 
ed andcoloured with the Sunne : fo they that 
ſhall walke in the ſun-thine of Gods word, 
the lightof the world, I doubt not, but that tÞ 
ſhall comfort their hearts , and warmetheirÞ 
ſoules with the loue thereof , and alter their Þ 
conditions , and ſet anew dic and hue vponſſ' 
them , and/ miniſter ſuch toy as | 
. they are not able to | 


conceiue. 


——— — 


CHaP. VIL 


& ÞBy the example of this Marchant , whi 

aid hide his Treaſure, the neceſſitie, nt 

G onely of the hearing of the word , but allo, 

of the faubfull hi4ms it in our hearts , 
manifeftly emitted. | 


IF Oraſmuchasthis Teweller,whe he 
. |& 79 hehted vpon this Treafure,was at: 

[3 «7 carcfullin keeping it, as hee wasp Ci 
» F - In— 10Y- 
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1s, | ioyfull in having it , which he cuidently 
xd, | ſhewedin his prouident hiding of it : it is ar- 
1ly | gument cnoughto conclude the neceſſity,not 
icy only of the reading and hearing of the word, 
or Þ but alſo of the induſtrous preſeruing it in our 
the Þ harts- Without this,the immortal ſeed of gods 
word,ſhall ncuer take deep root and fruftific 
nour hearts. For, cuen as the ſcede that is 
ſtrowed vpon the furrowes of the earth, vn- 
eſſe it be ploughed in, and buried in the 
earth,that thereby it may take root,can neuer 
ſpring vp,and be fit for the harueſt : ſo the 
word of God , vnleſſeit may be throughly 
fixedin our hearts , and there abide and re- 
main his ful time,it wil neuer yeeld any grain 
of good works,or {erue to any profitable pur 
pole any waic. 

We muſt not be trewants in the Church 
of God, as Schollers in the ſchoole,or be idle 


inthe church,as children in the market, who 


ph Incither buy,nor ſcl;but we muſt heare,mark, 


»-; (and hide vp that which is taught vs. 
lo} Asthe yron ſteel, ſo longasit is cold, can 
{not be ioyncd and vnited to another:and as a 


berd that is crooked : ſo the cold affetions, 
5 he cannot beſo necre conioyned,as they ought, 
s az to duties of deuotion:and crooked conſcien- 


ces are not fitcaſesto hide and keepin them, 
Os 


ſword .thatis right, cannot be put into a ſcabs 


A Gimiinade, 


p7”"".- "Phe batt 


the ſharp and two cdge 
rite. 

If there werealcttice,into which we might 
bur peepe into the hidden heart of man, we 
ſhould ſoone perceiue how few of thoſe ma- 
ny, to whom this treaſure of Gods grace is 
offered, and who come vnto the word,come 
in this good {pint to this good & godly end, 
to benefit themſelucs by it, to hide it wi th 
this good Merchant,in the ſecret cloſet of his 
heart. 

Some come like Somners, and hollow 
hearted; Herodzens,to trippe and intangle the 
preacher in his words, and if he can catcha- 
ny thing,that by his miſconſtruingit way but 
ſceme offenſiucto the preſent ſtate, he writes 
Ee > it in histables, and he runneth as Doeg the 

Eqdomire to $Saul,and maketha great tale of it 
 #amzr £chaoneis a diuell called inthe Scriptures, 
* - A Gaibeuds, tÞc accuſer of our brethren. Such hide the 
j word indeed, but only for a time, andthat 

art which maketh for them : and they rc- 
emble brood hennes, who pecke vp barley 
carnells with their beake, but they keep them 
not, but let themfal again to their yong chic- 
kens of their feather. 

Otherſome heare, to pleaſe their itching 
eares; and obſcrue only figures and colour 
ef Rhetorike,coccited inucntion, hiſtrionica 


dil- 


rape; 1. 
blade of Gods ſpi- 


m1 


 arecracktand broken pitchers that wall hald 
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diſcourſing a fine phraſe or two, &that they 
carry with them . Such are fedde as Ephraim Hola is 
with the wind, with round periods,& ſquare 
wordes,without any ſub{tance or ſhew of a» 
ny matter . Plutirch.compareth ſuch vrito A ilitude, 
thoſe who carry noſe-gaycs about them, on- 
ly forthe ſmell , and outward ſhew of them, 
and not for any vertue that is hidden im them. 

| Others are new-fangled,like vnto eLebe- _—_ : 
wans , and doe liſten after newes; andif the 
Preacher be alike man to diſcourſe of nouel- 
ties, he is a lure vnto them. | 

Some come to {cofte, others for their fan- A fmilitudy, 

cie, qthers for afaſhion, for they dono good, 
no morethan yoong children, whome wee 
leade with vs to church, and carry home with 
vs: for either their thoughtes are diſperſed to 
and fro , ſoasthey arc like the Narkngs and 
doues that flie about the Church, or clſc they 
fallaſleepe, and are, for atime, likea dead 
corps, without any motion-. T hey thinkeas 
Samae/,that it is not God that ſpeaketh ymo 1/5im,z, 
them , and therefore deuoutly they returne 
vnto their fleepe. Thus our greatclt forte of 
hearers, if we Tide them aright, either haue 
nopitchers , orclle they leaue their pitchers 


behinde themzor elſe, if they bringthem,they 
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no water in tham, 


I | But 


FHl4 
A ſimilicude, 


A ſimilitade. 


A fiailitnde, 


A fimilkude. 
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Putthe good fort of hearers,as bees out of 
floures ITO hony out of the flowers of the 
word : andas skiltull Apotecaries make ma. 
ny good confections for diuerle kinds of lick 
nelſes of ſuch ſimples as they gather:ſo-thete 
outof the field and garden of E4en, and ſuch 
Gmples as that yeeldeth, make ſuchclectua» 
ries, and phuſicke for the ſoule, as thal be re- 
ſtoratiue,and ſhall cure the ſoule. 

. The godly keare the Preacher, asthe pa- 
tient the phylittan, who aduiſcth and remem- 
breth his precepts gwen vnto him. 

If we'knew what rubs doc lic in our way, 
to.keepe vs from the heedefull hearing of the 
worde,and the hiding,and laying it vp as wee 
ſhould;what thornes,what tares, what tettcrs 
do ſpring vp,to choake and {tifle the toward- 
ly growth of the good ſcedeof the worde in 
vnletled-heartes , more then the neceſlitie of 
this point would be confirmed,and apparant 
vnto vs.. Itisas impoſſible to winne all vnto 
the word, as itis for the wood-recue and wi- 
ſeit husbandman to ater the condition of e- 
uery wildetrec : or for the Hunteſ-man to 
tameand keepe vnder euery wilde beaſt. 

'The brackilh water ot the ſea, thoughit 
he not goad for drinke,yet it ſerueth well for 
fundry other vics; itis good for fiſhes,that do 
lue in them,and to tran{porte & bring inour 

wares, 


23 res Rp mA my a oa oO Og on 
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wares and neceſlities. The wordeof Godis 
ynſauoune vnto inany, but to the godly man 
who lueth by it, as the fith by that element, 
findeth very wonderful relicte by it. 

The word of God thatis preached in our 
eares, 15 by the diuell taken out of our hearts, 
whodeſtroyeth this good ſcede, asthe Madi- tag & 
anites deſtroyed the corne groundes of 1/r4- 
el. 

Mens hearts , are like vntothe high way, A k=iltude, | 
vpon which, all the ſcedethatis ſcattered, 1s 
loſt : weſce how a fruit tree that groweth by 
the way can not preſerue her fruits till they be 
ripe,for cuery paſſenger hath a fling at thew. 

But ſuch as arc farre remooued from the cic, 
and grow ſolitarily by themſclues;ſuch do re- 
ſerue their fruites to due ſeaſon. Wherefore 
depart from the high way of this world, and 
haueno doings withit , but hide ſuch fruit as 
thistree of Life yeeldeth thee , ſecretly from 
fach as would robbe thee of it,and thou ſhalt 
keepe tuſtice,and righteous dealing,faith and 
200d conſcience, the fruits ofa good chriſti- 
an, vnta the very end. 

There is alſo hard ground,into which this , c,.-.40 
immortall ſeede cannot enter; hard and ſtony MY 
conſciences, which admit not wholſome do- 
drine : andthey are like ſuch , who hauing 
corrupt and putrified _— , theirſenſes 

2 arc 
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are {o ſenſlefle, and benummed, as the Sur. 
geons Sawe, or other yron inſtrument isnot 
tclt of them. .T herctore, bctore wee can doc 
our {clues good, our heartes,as Dawids,mult 
be hike melung wax , or cl(c1t receiucth not 


| the impre{ſtonot the word. 
.* » Butthethorne that pricketh and choaketh 


| A fimititade, 


this xood (cede, thatit cannot abide, and bce 
hidden our harts, is the wealth of this world, 
which wee will haue ,” wee are ſo ſet ypon it, 
though wepierce our ſclues through with it 
numerable fortowes . Like deſperate lewde 
boies that wil venture to go through a quick. 
ſct ofthornes, briars, and brambles to rob an 
orchard plot. 
IHMeſes (eetha burning buſh, which con- 
ſumeth not inburning : ſo worldlings are in 
the mid(t of burning thornes, and yet are not 
conſumed : wherefore, vnlefle wee remooue 
theſe blockes that lay in our way, and ſubdue 


| theſeencmies and ſinfull affeions, and haut 


our harts like to good ground,capable of this 
ſecede, and of vertue toretayne it, allour 
preaching, and your hearing,is in vaine, and 
this pocticallinuention fitteth vs. 


DOnid faru Ocnone? quidarene (emina manda:! 


Non profettnry lutors bobits aras, 


Take 


_ 
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T ake notin hand to ſowe ſuchland, 
as is but ſandy flore: 

It quites not colt, it's labour loft, 
to plow vp Occan ſhore. 


Thegood ground arethey , by the teſti- runes 
mony ot Chriſt, who with honeſt and good 
heartes heare the worde, and keepe it, make 
their hearts the bagge to carry this treaſure. 

The good mans hart is the arke of the co- 
uenant, wherein, not onely the tables of the 
olde Lawe,butthe Goſpel of the new,is hid- 
den and locked vp. 

[t isa fooles heart thatis like a broken pit- 
cher that holdethno water : or hke a ſpend- 
thriftes purſe that holdeth no- money : of a 
oiddy and changeable diſpolition,as leaues of 
trees, ſhaking euery way with cucry puffe of 
windez turmne round about, as the doore 


P © . . 
ypon the hinges; and asa tennis ball that is 


rolled toand fro, and notſuffredto reſt vp- 

on the ground 
In the olde Canons, ſuch beaſts as did not 
ruminate and chew the cudde (as ſwine, and 
ſuch hke) were defined to be vncleane bythe 
Law of Moſes, as no doubt thoſe foules are, 
who do notponder andlay vp in their hearts 
ſuch precepts and conumaundements as the 
I 3 Thers- 


Hebr. 9. 


Leuitic,1y 
Deuter. 4, 


M18 


Erechicl z 


Reudl.10, 


A fimilitude. 
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Therefore , that you may not heare the 
word in vaine, the beſt counſaile that may 
be giuen you,isthis,to record and wiite in the 
tables of your hearts, ſuch leſlons as you doe 
learne. 

Youwuſt follow the Angels counſaile to 
Ezechiel, ſaying vnto him, Sonne of man , cate 
this rowle that 1 gine thee, cauſe iby belly toeate, 
and fill thy bowelles with this rowle, The like 


c—_ idthe Angell give to /ohn, that hee 


ſhould cateand digeſt the booke. It is the f- 
ſhion and guiſe  codny to reade much, but 
to eatelittle, to deuoure a great deale, but to 
digeſt and conco@ nothing. Theyreturne 
from the ſermon totheir dinner, and remem- 
ber nothing , no longer than their bodies are 
in the church ;-as Siues that holde no water 
no longer thari they are holden within the r1- 
ucrT. ; 

Theſe men labour of a daungerous dif- 
caſe, that is next todeaths doore , for theyr 
calc is like vnto that ſicke mans eſtate, whole 
ſtomacke is ſoweake , as it is notable to re- 
tayneand keepe ſuch meate as 1s put- into it, 
but immediately dooth caſt it yppe . His 
life is in his nourcſhment, which it hee can- 
not keepe, how is itpoſiible that he ſhould 
keepe his life? J3$601-0101 
therefore feare much their My, 

.wng 
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who loathe and leaue the diet of theſoule, 

which onely preſerueth the life of the ſoule. 
And the prophet Damid \{eemethto conclude 
ſomuch , and to make it an infallible and 
irefragal le conſequence. T heir ſoules(ſaith 
hee ) abhorreth all kinde of meate. And 
what followeth hecrevppon ? They are next 
ento deaths doove. 

Is there poſlible any good to by had inthe 
onely hearing and reading of the word, with- 
out any further heede thereunto? 

. Can the henne hatch chickins of thoſe evs, 
which , after ſhee hath alntle ſette vpponin 
the neald: ſheimmediately viterly forſaketh 
them? It isagain@ all belcefe : no more cart 
wee bring foorth any good by the hearing of 
the word , which 1s as foone forgotten as its 


heard of vs. 


There 1s nothing more forcible and effe- 
Qyall then fire , powerfull to confurne, but 
it muſt hane a time to take holde of his com- 
buſtibleſubieR, before it can ſhew his ſtre eth 
vyponit: For, if thou runneſt ſwiftly thi ough 
t, bethe fire neuerfo quicke, thou canſtnot 
"be ſcorched, or once {ingedwithit. A ſtay 


muſt he made , - thatit may apprehend and 


calpe the fewell, orel(c it is impoſſible that 


it ſhould coufran] It. 


"Gods word is the fire ofthe ſpirite, which 
I 4 infla- 


I19 
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A ſimilituds, 


A fimilicude. 


Luke 24. 
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ioflameth all our heartes , and maketh them 
toburne like atorch, which burnethvppe al 
our ſinnes like ſtubble. But if we ſlubber it 
| vp careleſly,and haſte away from 1t,and make 
a no ſtay atit , that it may kindle the coales of 
zeale within them : it ſhall neuer kindle, or 
warme our colde conſciences , or giue them 
any comfort. 
Wheretore, be per{waded to followe this 
WM courle which reaſon aduiſeth thee, and the 
praRiſc and examples ofthe better ſortat all 
times, hauec animated and incitcd thee vn- 
f0. 
Lukes, Chriſtes Diſciples were led by this rule, 
'-  Whenas their thoughts did runne vppon his 
\ dos and brought them back again to ask 
| the meaning of 1t. 
| Lukes. The Virgin Iary is a woman twice or 
- thrice noted for this, that ſhe pondered with |f « 
- herſelfe the words of the Angell, and what | : 
kind of falutation it ſhould be , and that ſhe Þ} | 
| 


wm, - - Aa — ;F = ---- 


w— 


ws wi, us 


lodged ſuch ſayings as the heard ſeeretlyin 
hir heart. 

The men of Berea are regiſtred'in the chro- 
nicles of the ſpirite for this, that they caried 
home with them the $crmon of Saint Paw/, 


that they might trie and cxamin by the {aip- | 
| 


tures whether things were ſo orno. - | 
' So Dawidvicdthi eh Bs: 
mn- 


*Y 
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himſelfe, ſaying: /haxe hidden thy commande- piaimerry 
ments within my heart , that I ſhould not finne 
ageinit thee, There is this marke of difference 
between /acob and his ſonnes, when Joſeph 
diſcoucred his dreame vnto them ; his bre- 

t | thren vouchſafed,not to giue him audience, Ly 

n Þ but the text ſaith, that Jacob noted the ſay- 3-37 
m7. 

sf As ſpicery yeeldeth thee more forcible 

ce F ſmell, the more 1t 1s brayed and ftamped in 

ll Þ themorter : ſo the word of God is of better. 

- © Guourtovs,the more it 15 beaten and bruiſed - 
11 our hearts. 


| Wherfore this our Marchant- Teweller is 
$s | wiſe, whohidcth his treaſure aſloone as he 
K Þ findeth it. And he doth but that which is of 
coinmon practiſe. 
r The Captain or Licftenant, to whom the A ſimilitude. 
1 venerall Gouernour in the field (hal: commit | 
t F atoweroraſtrong citticto be kept,not only 


; Sees 7 5 
fortifieth it with garriſon and munition, but 


foreſecth itto be ſo diked and fenced round 
about, as it may be ſurcagainſt intendedin- 
uaſion. 
If we ſhall be thus prouident for the (afe- 
; | gardofthis treaſure,which the enemy ſo ſub» 
- | tily cndeuoureth to hauefrom vs , aridkcep 
that thus carefully, which our generall com- 
' | mander,the Lord of Hoſtes hath committed | 
02 to 
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- to'our al of which he wil one daytal: 
aſtrcight accountof vs, we (hall like loyall 
fubiets diſcharge our duties wel,and ſhalbe |}, 
vey ' highly rewarded of himfor it. 
ct the: example of Ezechias be afair ware | ti 
ningtovs, and let ys binde itas af1gne vpon || 
”"y our hands, who for opening that treaſure vn- Þh 
to the ambaſſadors of Babylon. which ſhould þ|| c: 
: haue binpriuatly kept to himſelfe, and hid- If rc 
den from them; gauc occationtothe cnemie || {} 
afterward to robs his polteritic of it. tl 
A ſimilitude,. 0, As thoſe that do lay ſeige to any g oreat 
place,do ſtop ſuch paſlages , "by which they R 
may conceiue their enemie may be ſuccou- Þ| i 
red:ſo the divell an old beaten ſouldiour, to 
this.craft,intercepteth al the keyes and ports, || c 
by which he knoweth the Lord conuayeth || h 
vnto vs the comfort of his ſpirit: eſpecialythe || n 
word,the conuoy,and viatirwm, and relect of þ| t; 
- thewhole man, and therefore we cannot be | n 
| too carefull of it. n 
\ We ſce how every Princes exchequer is || c 
ſtrictly kept, they muſt paſſe through many 


v 
walls,doores,and locks, that intend on rifleit, fp 
n 
b 


3 


_ Letvs therefore keep our heauenly treaſure, 
which farre ſurmounteth this, as faſt locked 
vp;that it may be reſcucd fromthe hand: of || v 
poiber y 
| þ mire, + As Ladics faſtcn tick pearles to golden | c 
" C NUNcs, 
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chaines, or twiſted ribbands, that they might 
not be lolt : ſo let vs faſten this pearle to our 
heart, that it may not beloſt. | 
This wee ſhall doe, it wee ſhall con- 
tinue as wee beginne in the ſpirite. If , as 
welearc, we mark and lay vp,that which we 
haue heard:1f we reſort vnto ſermons, not for 
carnall reſpeRts,butfor the glorie of God, to 
receiue comfort from them , if our treaſure 
ſhal be where the hart is, as the heart is where 
the treaſure is. | 
Be not therforeſlacke, and remiſle in this 
duty, for ifit benot continued and wel kept, 
twill be gone from thee. 
Such as keep it not when they hauz it, are 


compared by ſaint /ames to a man that bee 


holdeth his facein aglaſle. The man lookethy 19m.? 


not {o well on the olaſle, as the woman doth, 
tor the man carclelly fecing a ſpot and ble- 
miſh4n his face, letteth it alone; but the wo- 


man curiouſly priethinto it, and with alinnen 


cloth wipeth away euery little moath , and | 


whatſocuer ſhe cſpieth amiſſe in her. Inthis 
point of wifedome to learne of a woman it is 
no diſgrace vnto vs, to be as nice to reforme 
by the glaſſe of Gods word, euery ſpotand 
wrinckle of the foul,as women arc by an out- 
ward glafſe todo aFay the ſtaines , and vn- 
cleannes of the fleſh. , 
y | 
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Tt is labor loſt to plant a vineyard,it before 
it ſhould yeeld his ein and pleaſant grape, 
the hedge be bro!cen vp,and the way be laid 
open forthe wild boarc out of the wood,and 
the bearc out of the forreſt , to deuoure and 
root it vp. Itisin vaine to plough the ground, 
andtoſowthy field , and to neglet thy har. 
ueſt : to fight manfully at the firſt brunt, 
and beforethe vittory,like a ſecly coward to 
take thee thy to heels; tolay a good foiudatis, 
and notto fo forward with the reſt of the 
building:fo to ſaile profperouſly in the wide 
Ocean, and to periſh at the key {1de, to go to 
{choole for a time with children, and a little 


' = whileafter,to giue it oucr quite. 


Bleſled are they that heare the word and 
keep it,and hide it in their heart,ſaith Chriſt, 


for that is the vſe, & the end ofit, If we heare 
it to any other vain end,we do likeidle boies, 


- whobeing ſentinto the ſtreece by their pa. 


O ; ; 
rents,for to buy athing,do loiter by the way, 


and gaze vppon euery vaineandidle 
toy,that they ſce before their 
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That this heauenly Treaſure, 15 to be preferred 
and efteemed of v5,aboue all earth- 
ly riches. 


>J;Ompariſons betweene heauenly 
land: earthly riches,arc both odious 
” 2nd dangereus. There is as great 
L574 lifference and ods between them, 
as between lightand darknes, rightcouſancs 
and ynrighteouſnes:God,and Belial. 

He thatſecth a Phiſitianto make good ac- 
count of fuch hearbs and fi mples,which him 


foote,argueth himſelfe by this manil; 1eRion 
| of formerindiſcretion. 

* | We haue hitherto bin tooerroncouſly led 
| withanobieftopinion of duetics of reh1gion. 
" | Eheluſtes of the fleſh haue bin more {et by, 
| thenthelawes of the ſpirit; this preſent euill 
world, more then Gods moſt blefled word: 
29 momentany vanity,more thenendles tes 

+ | \ 

The baſebrat ofthe bond. w oman, too 
prefumptuouſ] lordeth the ſon of the free= 
woman} a deadly debate and diſputethere is 
about Loſes his body , betweenthe mg 
ang » 


- e - 
- 


1,Cor.s 


A finzilieud 


ſelte in {umphicity hath cuer trample:tgrnder. 
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and the diuell, not that each of them might | v 
haue part, but which of them ſhould hauec al, # 
And thus whilſt the ſtrife is endles between Þf {! 
| them, ' weare put to our dumps and doubt; ff 
within our ſ{clues , with the damſell that hath $ 
many futors comming toher, and knoxweth | t! 
not whom to chuſe. h1 
This Goſpel like a Gold-{mith is in the | 
right, and his imitation is our beſt direQion, 
His cunning ferueth him to make chiefel! 
choyce of that which we chiefly do debaſc: 
and for the gaine of godlynes, which we e- 
ſteeme of leaſt, to barter away as beggarly 
- traſh,all worldly kind of wealth which we {ct Bm! 
by ſo much. af 
This man, for the gain of his golden mine, |< 
and for the purchaſe of this matchles pearle, Iftr 
giucth ouer all, whether it was bequeathed gl: 
vnto him by legacy, or coffered vp ſince;by Jotl 
foreſceing induſtry , whatſocuer itwas , it iu 
was morgaged, and ſold forthe purchaſe of Jag: 
ety. | 
f And ſurely, herein his choice is very good, ffoc 
and cannot be reproucd. For better reaſon Jil 
ruleth him,and wiſedome that gocth beyond Ft. 
the reach of mans wiſedome is his warrant in 
this aftion. Fils 
Is itnot good reaſon, when offer is made 
to him of the wedge of gold,at the ſame rate 
\ which 
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i; | which the foyl and rayes are et at, which this + 

1, | mettall caſteth,, and the true pearle indeede 

n | {tandeth himin no more,then that would do 

s | which is counterfeit &of glaſle,thathe ſhuld 

h & more eſteecme of the one then the other? the 

h © treaſures of Gods kingdome are offred vnto 


O 


him at the ſame charge that he bought his 
e | worldly wealth: true pearle 1s as cheap as the 
1. | dung of the earth vato him : I maruell nob 


t therefore , that he accounted other things as 


 Rlolt, to win and weare this ineltimablciew+ 

. ell. | | 

y | Therudcſt pooreſt peaſant, that feedeth * nude 
t {molt groſlely,maſting hinſelf with akornes, 
a fiyiniſh foode, if he may haue wheat as 

cheap , apureand kind repaſt, thenaturall 
firength and ſtaffe ef mans hfe; he would be 

glad offuch an exchange,& would copethe 

other for it. Worldly riches are but hoggith 
huskes,rathcrfilling vs then fatting vs, rather 
zzorauating, then recreating the ſlomack; if 

Manna , which is heauenly and angelicall 

food , maybe giuen vsfor this, ]hold him 


miſerably madde that ſhall make retuſall of 
| Fit : 


If God doth put vpon vsthe perſons of 
Araremmon,and will make vs kings for cuer, 

: Jhaue we reaſon-{till to beare the image of 
» [Therpres, and to liuc as (cruile flaucs arid cai- 
tives 


Plal.y8 
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tives for eucr? Ai. 
- 'Sec wenot how Cleargy men do refig 
and giue vpthcir meane and fiwaller huing), 
whenas benefits of more worth and ſuffi. 
ency are giuen them?ifthe benets which the 
ſpirit yecldeth, are of more valew then ſuch 
whichthe worldis able toaffoord vs , why 
work not we ſo wiſcly,as to make our choice 
of them? 

What eftcemed Saw/the lofſe of his afles, 
when he found a Kinedom? The wealth of 


this world is a burden fit for aſles, its mect 


' that we ſhould disburden our ſelues of it,be- 


ing called toa Kingdome : Abraham made 
no reckening of /7 of the { ha/drans, of his 
own kindredor his fathers houfe, when the 
Lord did preferre him to a better exchange, 
multiplying his nation, and increaſing his 
10Y- 

Dauid no more followed his ewes bigge 
with yoong, when the Lord had called him 
to goe before his people. 

The Baptiſt hunted not for honour of the 
world, whenthe ſpirite gauehim ſummons 
in the wildernes of [dea,to be a Fore-runna 
and Preacher of his word. 

' Mathew being called to thechaire Apo: 
ſtolike, lefthis cuſtome ſeate.” Peter , to em- 


barke himſelfein Chriſtsſhippe,and to be | i 


bus 
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his houthold forſooke his torne nettes, his fi- 
| (hermans boat, aud the affaires of this world. 
| Zacheus preferred the viury of godlineſle, 
| beforethe vſuric of finfulneſle. 


Moſes would no longer abale himſclfe to 
1H keepe /ethro his theepe, when his heauenly 
'Þ father impoſed vpon his ſhoulders a charge 
|| of greater weight, euen the keeping of his 


pcople. 
, One thing that was tteceſſary Mary more 
tY fetterh by, which was ſpiritual,thanthoſe ma- 
1 ny things , about which her ſiſter plodded, 
* | which were but onely temporall. T# narigas, 
ll [earls ia in ports eft , ſaith Sait Augnitine, 
SY Aartha failed inthe trobleſomi {eajbut ary 
cF wasarriued quietly atthe hauen. Erant inil- 
{2 domme 552 dud vite,* w/e fonr vite. In Mar 
1s Nl tha erat image preſentitim.in Maria futurorum, 
' Duod agebat Martha 161 ſums , quod agebat 
Maria Þ oc ſperam us : hoc agam bene, vt illud 
babeare plen?, Againe,faith the ſame father: 


_ | There was inthis 6ne houſe, twoo kindes of 
ic} hues, and inthe mid(t ofther, the fountaine. 


sf of alt life. In Afarcha are figured thoſe things 

F thatarepreſent : but Mary beares theimage 
of things thatare to come. That which Afar- 

0+ | cha d1d,we all enioy. T hat which Mary did, 

"-1 weall doe hopefor . Let vsdo this datifully 

ot] toobtainetheother plentifully. '* 

10 es 4 He 
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A fimilitude, He thatlabourcth for the world , islikea 
ſouldier preſſed to the warres , and but-put- 
. : ting on his karneſfle, and hyred buttor very 
ſlender wages, and that not duely paid him, 
obie& and ſubieR to all kinde of danger: but 
>... hee that laboureth about the woora and do- f} « 
Qrine, is like the ſouldier that hat wonne f 

the field, that putteth off his harnetle, and is 
out ofgun-ſhot, and triumphantly, and 1ov+ |} 
fully duideth the ſpoyle. te 
God isinvs, Godis with vs, and wee are ff 1, 
with God, in our godly excrciſes : whenas. 
we are in prayer, wee talice with God: when }} 4 
we litteatthe Preachers fcete, God ſpeaketh 
 vatovs, Whata bleſſing is this? what is duſt 
. and alhes, thatthe Lord ſhoulde ſpeake vnto 

him, or heſpeake to the Lord? 

When this Teweller awe the beautic and 
riches of Gods houſe, hee cared not for ſee- 
ng any more his owne houſe. It is with hin). 

' as withthoſethat behold the :Sunne inhis 0- 
ricnt brightnes, who hauing fully fixed their }| 
eics vponit,, it ſo dazeleth their fight wytht | jo 
his radiant beames,as when they come home, || q, 
and doc goeapart into any inward cloſet, the PN 
roome {eemeth darknesvntothem'. Sofſuclr | 1, 
as lookevpon(with the cie of faith)the ſonne 
ef rizhtcouſneſle,, and are dazeled with the 

coraſcant {urpaſing hew of at; thethingevof | . | 


Ild this 


] 
| 
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this world ſceme obſcure vntohim , as ſoone | 


as againe he ſhall ſet his cyes vpon them. 


He that hath a taſte of the good ſpirite, of 


the ioyes that are tocome1n an other life, let- 
tcth fall the Joue of the worlde from him , as 
Ehasrapt to heauen, didde let fall his Mantle 
from him to the carth. 

Inthe beginning of the creation. God him 
ſclfe divided light and darkenetle aſunder, to 
teach vs to diſtinguiſh, & to puta difference 
betweene the workes of lightand darknefle, 
and not to confound and jumble them toge= 
ther. 

The firſt thing that God willed, after that 
he made man, was, that hee ſhoulde increaſe 
and multiply.But this propagation and fruit- 
full increaſe muſt beginne m the beſt maner, 
not in the fleſh, or worlde, butin the ſpinte. 
Chriſt, in his copy, or rule of prayer preſcri- 
bed vnto vs, tel!eth vs what thinges are to bee 
firſt ſought for, in willing vs, firſt topray for 
ſuch things which concerne God, as the ha« 
lowing of his name the comming of his king 
dome, the fulfilling of his will : before wee 
preferre any ſute for our ſelues thatreſþe 
the worlde, and appertayne vnto the fleſh, 


as daily bread, and ſuch other thinges as fol- 
| lower 1 gi1 


- Tipleaſed Chriſt, notto found is Church 
Th” K 2 ww 


3.Reg.n, 
Gene.s 


Gen,? 


Lakes 


Leuitle-9, 
Exod.t3. 
Exod 
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yponthe earth, but vpon arocke,to teach vs, 
not to build vpon the thinges of this worlde, 
but vpon the rocke, which 1s the Spinte. 

We are willed to lay vp this treafure,which 
is heaucnly; but that which is earthly,is not to 
be kept for times that are to come, which wee 
may ncuerſece. Therefore , the fame day that 
the oblation wasoftred, it was by the Lorde 
commaunded to be eaten... As likewiſe there 
was nothing ofthe Paſcall Lamb to bereſer: 
ued to the morrowe, by his poſicucinunts 
on. 

The Manna that putrified and ſwarmed 
with wormes, hatched vp by the lfraclites for 
the day folowing, is notan obſcure argument 
of the tudgement of God hanging ouer ſuch, 
who carke and prowle ſo miſerably for this 
world. 

The great Do@tor of the Gentiles iſlumi- 
nated round about him, with an heauenly 
light, woulde no more poſt with letters, and 
epiſtles to Damaſcrs againſt the Saintes of 
God, and divell in former darkeneſle , but 
having ſauoured the Fweetenes of Chriſt,hee 
monte as doung, theſ{wecteneſle of this 
cartn. 

Such as are befotted in the inward man, 
hawng their cogitations darkened, the gor{ of 
this world blinding their mindes.;' and their 

' { Cycs 
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eves of vaderſtanding troubled with the ſand 


and duſt of the earth thats gone into them, 


ſo as they can not ſee the thinges that are of 


God, but look downe vpon the ground.and 
loath the. world, in compariſon of the world: 
they are like babes newly weaned from the 
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brea(l, eltceming more of an apple,and ofa 


nut, than of a peece of golde,or of a pretious 


earle. Or hke children in the market place; 


who thinke better of their ridingreed,than of 
the greateſt &&'[tatelielt ſteed thatthe prince 
hath . Orlike the yoong minion, that more 
fancicth her puppet that is madeof clowtes, 
than all the beautiful women that ſhee ſeth. 

It is wonderfull hoy this worlde runneth 
a madding, as Saw/on without cies, not able 
to.finde out the pillers of the houſe; not able 
to comprehend the pillars of religion. 

The prowling and coyle that continually 
we doe xee2e, to bring inthe world, 15mon- 
ſtrous to beholde: as though we were made 
. gather in the golde, and immediately to 

ic. 

What woorth is that of which men labor 
forſo hardly, with che hard ſweat,and bloud 
of our browes, about which all the witte and 
whole man is employed. I ſee the ſhaddow 
and image of itin the water: It is a paſtime to 
fec how the fiſhes skudde after a worme or a 

K 3 crum 
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crumme of bread that 1s caſt into the water, 
whata ſtrife and contention is between them 
fornt : this the falhes themſclues doe not re- 
garde, onely thoſethat ſtand (till at the ſhore 
{ide,doe ob(eruc and marke it well . Itis no 
{porting matter, but it is lamentable to conli- 

er,how the world laboureth , of the diſcaſc 
called the Woolfe, or greedy Worme,which 


_ makeththemto cape, With mouthes ſo wide 


x,Reg.2 Is 


Mub.,4 


Kom x1, 


® © 


Tob,s 


A limilitude, 


for eue:y balld baite that is caſt before them: 
ſo as, it 1s hard for N.bacth to hold his owne, 
hus viveyard lying fo fitte for eFchab, on the 
backeſide of his orchard. They are neuer ſa- 
tified, though the diuel ſhould ſay vnto the, 
eAll theſe thmgs will [ give thee. Such as (itat 
the ſhoarc lide quietly , contented with their 
riuate meaner eſtate, haue this their praQtiſe 
an notable derifion . Such, whoſe eyes God 
opencth, to beholde this vanitie, doe admire 
their miſcry . But the other ſorte are ſmitten 
with aſpirite of ſlumber; and the doung that 
fell out of the ſwallowes neaſt, and did [trike 
Tobias blinde , ſoterribly blindeth them, as 
they cannot ſee their enſuing infelicitic. 

Ifa beggar be called toa halfe peny dole, 
good God what haſte he maketh to it ! what 
a crowding do we vſually fee among them at 
ſuch kinds of meetinig?and behold, being cal- 
led to anincoparabletreafure, we creep yu 

OW*- 
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flowlythan fnailes thereunto. Pharas was not 
loather to let //-ae/ go toſerue the Lord, than 
wee are loathe that our ſelucs and feruantes 
ſhould goec and {erue God. 


If a poore mani be inuited to' a rich mans 


table, he gladly commeth to tz but if hee be 


nuited to Gods houſe, he excuſeth or refu- 
ſth flatly, with the gueſts 1 the Goſpell, to 
come to 1t. | 

'The worlde calleth vs to labour,and care, 
and we come when wee are called : but God 
calleth vs to wealth and caſe, and we will not 
heare of that. Ohorrible contempt!Seditious 
$:ba the ſonne of Boch: bloweth his horne, 
and rabblements and ſwarms of naſtiecom- 
panions come out and meete him-: But-Teſus 
the 1ult man, the ſonne of Daxid;the ſonne of 
God, ſoundeth out his trumpets ind weere: 
fuſe to heare the voyce of the charmer, charm 


he neuer fo wiſely, The world calleth thee to. 


deceiuethee, and the fleſh to defile thee, and 
the Diuell to deſtroy thee, and thou heareſt 
them willingly, and obaveſt them cheereful- 
ly : thy fauing God, thy King of glory , thy 
prince of peace calleththee to peace, glory, 
and ſaluation,and thou turneſt thy backe,and 
Hieſt away from lim. 
The reſpe& hereof putteth good Micheas 
to his nuſeand mournmg,)Yoe i me, for I an 
K 4 as 
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by ® (as of » . 


Mich,y, 


þ fire, 


' heauen, where1s all honox, We gue poheed 
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«4 the ſummer gatherings , aud 4a the grapes of || b 
the vintage, there 1 no clu5tey to eate. p 

But it thou kncwell the gift of God, as || « 
Chriſt ſazd to the woman of Samaria,it could Þ| 2: 
not be thus with thee. I wouldeto God, as || n 
Paul faydeto eAprippa, thatnot onely thou; || c 
but all that heare mee this dav, wereas Lam. || v 

Itthe Prince ſhouldeſet foorth a general 
proclamation, that al that would,ſhoulde be || c 
of his Court, and beare othceinit, Itbiacke I «| 
there is none waulde make refulall of it ; but 


bcholde, beeing called to the high Courte of 


to that. | 


& fmlieude Wearc like infants an4 ſucking children, Þ| « 


who bccing cockered and pampered of they || b 
nurſles , loue them better than their parentes Þ| it 
that begat them, and at whoſe coſt & charge || i 
they arc nurſed ofthem. Thegroſle and fen- || & 
ſuall delights of the worlde, &c. inſteede of 
nurſe,to Bfter and (uſtaine vs, and with who 
familiarly and viſually we converſe. But God 
alone is our creator and preſeruerz by whoin 
we liue,we mooue, and haucour being, and 
Joe, in a childiſh and ſ{enfſleflſe immitation; we 
preferre thele baſe creatures, before our etecy- 
nall and omnipotent creator. 
It thou ſhouldit ſeethe Princes pompous 
court, anda paltry ſwinith ſtic, os ts by 
azts 
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beaſts on fire at one time : canft thou with as 
py reaſon neg!ett the Princes houſe,and pre- 
ferrc this fo loathlome a dounghill beforeit? 
| | anatult ofalrunne tothe quenching of that, 
| Þ not caring though the Court bee conſumed 
 Þ ere thou commelt 2? This is our witte in our 
worldly prattiſe , we labor aboutthe world, 
a ftie of vacleane beaſtes , full of filthand 
corruption , and forſake the worde of God, 
the vallace of all pleafure, and the onely pa- . 
radiſe from whence we haue all our ſpirituall 
conſolation. 

\What 15 the inducement mouing hervnto, 
and what og we propound &promiſe to our 
(clues by this kind of proceeding ? Dota it 
brite 10 the beſt riches,the gr cateſt gain with 
21 would to Godit d1dnot the contrary,and 
mp«-.t greater datmnage then any man can 
cine. 

I with from my ſoule , that a worldiimg 
woulc faſten 1:35 cies on two things: Whatis 'S 
his loſe? And wherevponit groweth. His 
lofle is God. T he cauſc 15 for cold, for gree- 
dineſſe of his game , for the (+ nke of othon 
looſeſt thy fixcet ſamour: who isnot affrighs 
ted and aſtoniſhed. at this > T ruly becauſe 
man 1s not mooved at it, the Lord comman- 
$ | deth theſenteles elements to be mooued at it, 
| ſpeaking vmo them by Jeremy in-this wile. 
a 


kD oo. tr. Rd 


ST i fn _ TS 0 


138 


A fimilnude, 


& limilktude 


The beſt parchaſfe 


O ye heanens be aſtonied at this, be afrayae, and 


wviterly confounded, (aith the Lord. But what is 
the matter Lord? For my people (faith he) hath 
commuted two enil; : they haue for/ahen me,the 
fountain of luung water, to din them pittes,eucn 
broken pus that can hola no water: T hat 1s, their 
thirſty and dronghty ſoules, they haue left 
God the fountaine of eternall life , which 
would haue rcfreſhed and fulfilled their 
ſoules,and they hauc runnc to thoſe decayed 
ſpoutes,and broken wells, as treaſures trani1- 
torie,and plealures that are carnall,which are 
vnablc to exunguith or delay , but rather to 
ſharpcn and prouoke ther thirlt. 

Thus we haue altogether loſt our taſte, 
fance the firlt taſting of the fruit forbidden 
ys.. So that we areas thoſe, whoſe {tomackes 
ſtifled with diſtillation of euil humors ,, and 
their ſenſes ſenſcles with gricuouſnes of {ick- 
nes,they cannottaſte and relhiſe the ſweetnes 
of their diet, but that which is ſower,they ad- 
judge to be ſweet, and ſo of the contrarv. Ot 
asthoſe,who being bidden to a coltly ban- 
_ , hauc fo filled themſclucs before with 
their grolle diet at home, as they can cateno- 
thing, nor take any pleaſure in this banquet 
whenthey come.Our (tomackes are ſo char- 


ged and full of worldly theughts, as we haue 


almoſt no roome for any heauenly cogitati- 
on, 
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Daxid ſetteth vs outin our colours , and Plalme 63, 


hitteth our vaine right , whenas he ſaith,that 
weare deceuſnl onthe weyobts. For, from this 
deccit procecdeth this wrong mudgemet that 
wehaucot the word, when we ſet the world 
before 1t. 

-1 he ſcales are falſe and deceiucable two 
wares. Firſt, whenasthoſe things that are put 
nto them, are weighed ha{hly, and time is 
not g1uen to ſeethe f ul weight a the, Or els, 
whenas one part of the ballance or weight is 
heauter then another : we put Gods Bwes 
and our luſles together in the ballance of our 
foule, and we arc too haſty and raſh a great 
deale , in taking the world to be of more 
weightand ſubſlance then the word. Again, 
one part of the ballance 1s too heauy: the hea- 
uineſle of the world weighing, vs downe,and 


O 
welgheth more with vs, then thc treaſure of 


Gods ſpirite : wepreferre Barrabas before ton 1h, 


Chriſt;{iofulnes, before dutifulnes;gaine, be+ 
fore godlineſlc. 

If we would diſcreetly, with mature aduice 
confjder of them both, & not define of them 
with foreſtalled affedions , but heare what 
God and the world can ſay indifſerently, thy 
voice no doubt will paſſe on Gods (1 de, and 
this treaſure ſhall be more eſteemed of - ee, 

tncen 
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ron all the treaſure that the worlde giueth 
ence. 

We fight therfore as Pax! with the beaſts 
at Ephe/i#,after the maner of men, whilſt we 
diſpute the caſe with thoſe , who ſet allther 
hope vpon the things of this life , and place 
them before thoſe of the life that is to come. 
For whatis the nature & condition of beaſts, 
but to looke vpon the ground, whoſe whole 
care 15,to ſatisfie their bellies,and to couch in 
the holes and caues of the earth? 

Such mens caſe is extreamely miſerable, 
and they arein the taking of Dathan and A. ff of 
byron, whom the carth deuoured. For doth 
not the carth denoure vp him, whole whole 
cogitations are fixed ypon earth, whole de- vp 
ſires onely are of carthly things, whoſe cies Þ dif 
doe looke neuer aboue the earch, who h:th  & 
no feareof God . no hopes of his promiſes, flj 
no belecf of the ſoules immortality , and no 
expectation of any future felicitie. Surely, 
faith 2r:ger,whereſocuer thou ſeeſt ſuch, tell 

them flatly zo their faces, that the 
earth hath deuoured 
them. 
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Cray. IX. 


That God and the world, cannot goe 
together. 


H E praftife of this Merchant 
g 9.5 concludeth this point , whom I 
beg ; 4 ſhould not hold wiſe, for _ 


, \ 
S: away the world for the purchaſe 


it 


«7 
ww 


Þ of heaven, heauen and this world might be 


enjoyed together. 

By ſelling therefore one, for the buying 
of the other,it is inſinuated,that he was not a> 
ble to keepe them both together. 

There be many ſtates and gouernements 
vpholden & ordered by ſundry conſtiutiss, 
differing each from other, yet are they not ſo 
contrary but a man may hauec his freedome 
in divers of them together : but Godlawes, 
and mans lawes : the luſtes of the fleſh, and 
the deſires of the ſpirit: the Ark of the Lord, 
and the Phillies Dagon:God and Manmmonz 
Chriſt and Beha/ : light and darknes, arc at 
ſuch emnityand deadly food between them, 
as Ho compoſition or concluſion of peace, is 
to be looked for between them. For the na« 
ture of thines diſclaimeth it. our ciwill courſe 


ot life eainſath it, andthe Scriptures euery 


CT- 


where,flatly are againſt it. 
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What motions and commotions are in the f| << 
ayrc,between |1ghtning and thundring:heat, | 8: 
and cold, without reconcilement cuer to be ol 
had,cxperience often ſheweth vs. Lightſuc. 
ceedeth darknes,and darknes light, and they 0! 
two will never be conforted, and matched to- 
gcthcr. Old wine and new veſlclls cannot a- 
erce, the patching of new cloth with old can ® 
not be ſutablc. ſol 

There were laws and ſtatutes in this behalf dc 
enated,that cattell ſhuldnat be perminted to Y'*! 
mgender with thoſe of ders kinds, thatour J'” 
ficlds ſhould not be ſowed with ſundry kinds [44 
of ſeed, andthat a garment of Linfte wolſie, | | 
whichis of two ſubſtances, that are contrary, {? 
ſhould not be worne of vs. 

A weake Oxeand a ſtrong, cannot draw the 
equal yokes: /acobs voice,and £/aw garment dr 
arc cafily diſtinguiſhed,the kingdom of God del 
cannot goin fcllowſhip with the kingdom of br e 
this world, we cannot be partakers of the tas $! 


| bleof the Lord,and the table of the diuel. by 


T he Scriptures do make that report of the 
Samariunanes, which we admire and laugh at, bre 
that with the worſhipof Gad , they > 4 the 
and worſhipped their prophane idolls.[s not |)? 
this the bias and faſhion of the world? itwillÞnd 
ſeeme holy, and profeſlc both a knowledgeP'0r 
and ſeruice of God , butthey will not leaue[Po! 


COUC- 


Pd 
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couetouſnes, which is worſhipping of ima- 
, | ges.they proſtrate themſclues Lifore the idol 
ef ofthis world. T his kind of people doth take 
two croſſe and contrary waies,and do go out 
y of the way, and their labour is in vaine. For , 
;. {what voyage can he make, who intending 
\, fone way, gocth another; pointcth at heauen, 
n and looketh to the earth , Er manu commurir 
foleciſmumLyerreth with his finger: with ſuch 
doth £%as expoſtulate the caſe,& thus cenſu- 
o (icth their folly : How long will ye halte between 1.Kinga8, 
ir $19 opinions? if God be God worſhip him : but if 
1 Baal be God follow after bins. wm 

The Lords icalouſte burneth like fire a- 
eainſ{tſuch decentul people , vtterly to con- 
lume them,who wil be vnited,and wil marry 
wiIhemſclues vnto theſe two contrary commi- 
{ding husbands, hauing eſpouſed vs to Chriſt 
d before, who is our only husband. For thus he 
of goreaketh outinto this deep proteſlation : 7 
1+ [vil cut off t he remnant of that place,that [wears 5p 

by the Lord,and ſweare by Malcham.. 3 
ef} Whenas Pharao could permit the He- 
it, [brew peopleto ſacrifice to the Lord , fo as 
-dIthey would facrifice ont of the land of e/£- 
ot£ypr. Ho there, ſanh 12o/es, this may not be 
ill þÞndured,to ſacrifice vnto God the abhomina 
geſfions of the e-Eg ypriexs. Superſtition cannot 
ueſpoſſibly ſtand with true rebgion.'The lawes 
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of God may not be lincked with the luſts of 
this world. ” 

The Philiftines tooke great paines here. 
abouts,to couple their Dagen,with the Arke 
of the couenant, but it could not be cftected, 
For Dagon tell groucling to the ground be- 
fore the Arke , and could not (tand before 


at 


The [/-ae/terneuer knew what heauecnly 
Manna meant, before all their meale which 
they carried from e/£g yp: was vttcrly ſpent; 
vntillthou haſt conſumed the worldly affe. 
Ations,looke notto he partaker of Gods hea 
uenly bleſſings . 


& Snilirude, T he ſtomack that 1s diſtempered with di- 


feaſes,and ſarcharged with cuill humors. rel. 


liſeth and taſteth notthe ſweetnes of his meat. 
The l/racltes were fo olutted with the Cars 


licke of £e ypr, as they had no fancieto a fi- 


ner foode. Let vs bepurged of theſe huftfull 
eull humors,and ſo ſhal our ſouls be fulfilled 
with Gods word: 

Whenas Chriſt yppon his entrance into 
thetemple,chaced away ſuch with a whip of 
cords,who chopped and changed,and made 
their worldly bargaines, and-natches in the 
Temple:whatdoth this his zealous fat con- 
clude els, butthat the impure negotiations 


of this warld;. cannot be'ntetinedled with 
; the 
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the excralſe of his word. He cannot away 


with ſuch paltry doings;when as his holy mi- 
teries which-are of fuch tnoment are needful 
to be handled. 

What Courtier would not think himſelfe 
vreatly intured, who whillt he is butie intalk 
with his prince, about his great ſutes,a coun- 
try peiant with his irkſome clamour, ſhould 
interrupt his buſineſſc? Its a grand dodge, 
that the foule ſo excellent a cteature fuſtamn- 
eth,who whillt her fates ſhould be put vp to 
God , itis diſturbed and cut oft by the vn- 
timely jmportunat moleſtation of the world. 

God neuer preſented himſelte ynto /7o- 


ferdolotig as he was a Courtierin Egypt,and 


hueditd pleaſure daintily;dandled in Pharaoes 
daugliters hands, and dicted delitiouſly with 
the princes 1nnkets : but hee was firſt efpicd 
ot 219/es, 1n the midd{t ofa bramble or bu(h 
of thornes : toinſinuate thus much, that heis 
notto be found in a pleaſurable life , butin 
a ſkate that iprick:2d and wounded with the 
briars and horns of perſecution. And at that 
time God ſtraitly charged TIoſes to put oft 
his ſhooes; before he came vnto him : teach- 
ng vs thereby to piit off our worldly mindes 
before wepreſumeto preale to the preſence 
of the Lord. 

Whenthe prophet Eliu ſawe Gods glory 
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and maieſty, paſſing by before hun, he coue- 
red & blinded his eres with his mantle:who- 
{ocuer will be partaker of Gods glorie , hee 
muſt cloſe vp the etes of his carthly afteRiss, 
and muſt not behold the vanity of the world. 

He will not dwell in the ſtncking cage of 
our bodies, of whom it is written, R zghreon/+ 
res and indgement 15 the habitation of hu ſeate. 
If thou haſta veſlelthatthou wouldeſt fi 
with any l:Guor, and that (tandeth full of an- 
otheralready , is itpoſhible to put them-both 
together? or to put in the one, without emp- 
tying the other? Thou arte to beefalled with 


the liquor of life, with the {weete balme and | 


oyle of the grace of God : thy glaſke viall, e- 
uen thy heart, isfull already of bitter water of 
wormewoode, of the brackiſh and ſalt water 
of the ſea of this world; therefore powre this 
out fir{t, and rince thy veſlell cleanc,, thatit 
neyther may keepe out or infe& that pleaſant 
confetion, and re(tauratiue that is to be putt 
into it. And embrace the ſweete counfatle of 
ſaint Anguftine in this caſe, inthis forte direc- 
ting vs: Ex man quod inplenaumeſt, bono 1ms 
plendvs es funde malum quia relle uult te imple- 
re Demu/t :ceto plenus es, vbimel pones?Empty 
that which.is to be filed. T hou artto be filled 
with the goodnes of thy God,powre outthy 
wickednes: God wil fill thy belly with hony: 

that 
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but if that be ful of vinegar before, where ſhal 
he find roome in thee for his hony? 
As hee that will graftea wilde oliue tree, A Gmilitude, 
ynfruitfull by nature , farſt loppeth and cut- 
teth off his riotous branches, and graffeth m 
that ſtocke in the roome of them, the braun- 
 ches of a fruitfull and fertile tree : fo, ſuchas _ 
wil be plantedin the Lordes houſe , and will Plaime 93, 
floriſh in the courts of thehoufe of our God, 
and bee grafted into the ſtocke and body of 
Chriſt, hce mult firſt prune, and toppe his 
worldly inclinations , the thrubbes of linne, 
and the armes of vneodlines mult be broken 
off: andthe loue of God , the eſtimation of 
his word, and the braunches.of hohnefle,and 
righteouſnes of life muſt bee graffed im their 
place . Howe ſhall wee jmng the Lordes ſong in a Phlme 135 
ſtrange land (ayth the kingly Prophet 2 The . 
world and heauen are as ſtrange as may be: 
and therefore, ſo long as we are giuen to the 
world , we cannotling vnto the Lordinour 
hearts. If wee therefore cannot ing, Ob let 
vs ſighto bedeliuered from it, that wee may 
in heauen make that cheercfull noyſe of Ha- 
leluyato the Lorde : and in the meane while 
trebble with one harpe vpon Damids dumpe, 
weeping and mourning for the remembrice 
of .S1on. : 
Sarah was fir{t paſt her youthful mo Genef 1 
2 an 
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_andwasdead to the world, beforethee con- 
cciued and brought forth [aar; which was 
his fathers ioy . We muſbfirſt ſubdue and 0- 
uercome the worlde, and bedead vnto it, or 
elſc we ſhall neuer brine forth the effe&ts,and 
 fruites of truc1oy, which is of Gods Spt- 

T1te.- | | 
Levitic,r, Enery beaſt wasto be killd before it could 
be ſacrificed: fo firſt our beaſtly worldly luſts 
mult be kalled before we can bea facrifice to 

God. 

Oenel.25.  /acob was called Tacob, which fi gnifieth a | 
ſupplanter,before he was called //rae/,which 
Gen,z} is, Seeing Goa,to tcach vs, that wee mult fi1{t 
treade the-world vnder feete, before wee can 
ſee this preſence of the Lord. ; 
Dan, 14, As Daniel fir[t deſtroyed the Idol Be/,and ] 
n 
c 


then hee buckeled with the Dragon well c- 
nough : ſodeltroythou this dumbe idol! of 
the-world , andthou thaltgriple wnhthe de- 
uill the olde dragonayc!l enough. 

A hrailitude, * Jt 6 dangerous/to ride on anvntamed colt 
that laboureth tocca(t thee : this worlde is thy 
varuly 1ade, aflaymg alwayes nthy voyage 
to Teruſalem, to throw done thy ſpirit. 


A fimilitule, .- I he fſpirite and the world are as a paire of " 
balaunces and fcales, when the one of them. 
mounteti vp, the other is wei oled downe-: c 
whea the Spinte 15 elcuated and calt vppe to n 


hcauen, 
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heauen , our worldly afte&tions are|throwne 
downeto the carth. 
Or they arelike an houre Glalle 
empticth one parte to fill another : the ſoule, 


when itis ful ofthe ſpirite of God, empticth. 
| itlelfc of the luſts of the world. 
1 eAGbrahars recemed not the couenaunt of 
, circumciſion, before he went from Y>,which 
\ | was his worldely poſleſſion : before thou re< 
cciuelt Gods couenant inthy mouth , and 
E profeſle{t his religion \, it is looked that thou 
i ſhouldelt,as thou arte called of God,gme vp 
; | andrenouncecthy too worldly diſpoſition. 
: As the treelcancth,ſo it falleth, when the 
axeis put vntoit :if the body and braunches 
q | vet ch totheleft fide, itwilfal on the left ſide; 
* | Ifalthylife timethouleanelt to the left f1de, 
| namely,to the world,neuer looke when thou 
* | cieft, thatthou ſhalt fall on the right hand of 
" | his olory and felicitic. | 
«| 1tthouwitlueto God, the worlde muſt 
not ſunder thee,, but thou muſt he ſo vnited 
J and knit ynto him , as the ſoule to the bodie; 
© | the beamesto the Sunne \ the braunches and 
F | aries tothe body ot the tree, 


The olaſſe that is obſcured and dimmed 
| with du lt, ptcſenteth not aright our counter- 
feit vnto vs. 2 If the ſoule be ouer-layde with 


the daſt ofthis worlde, the image of God,af- 
mY. ter 
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terwhich we were created, which is our right 
facc,is not to be ſecnein vs. 

Such horſes as are put to.grinde inthe mil, 
hauctheir cies blinded, that they might fuly 
executethat office:we muſt blind our world- 
ly cies, that we may the readier diſpatch ſuch 
ducties which the Lord ſhall lay vpon vs 

In a gentlemans great horſe, it is the beſt 
eraccand quality that commendeth him,that 

c is ruled by the bridle, and keepeth his cir- 
cles,li{ts,and roundes, that the rider wil putte 
him to:there 15nothing that graccth vs more 
than to hucin the compas and ſtreight courſe 
of Gods commandements, & to ſuffer gods 
word to be a bridle to our luſts, and a bitte to 
keepe vs from therace of our {innes. 

Herod was firſt dead, before that Chriſt 
wouldc retarne outof Zgyprintothelandof 
Tudea : we mult firſt die to the world and ſin, 
before Chriſt Ieſus wil enter into our ſouls. 

TT here was acertayne Muſfitian , who of 
ſfachſ{chollers, who were initiated, and taught 
by others before, required double the ſumm 
of mony which he tooke of others,who were 
informed but by himſclfe alone: and his rea- 
ſon was, becauſe he conſidered, that doublc 
thelabour muſt be taken with them: firſt;in 
rooting outtheir former balld faſhions, after 
which they had bin taught; and theninplan- 

ung 
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ting and fixing in their mindes, his owne or- 
dinary compendious courle quite contrary 
to the other, by which they minds exaGtly and 
pertectly be taught. Soft we will be trained 
vp in the ſchoole of Chriſt, and will profeſſe 
our ſelues his {cholers : Chriſt muſt needes 


take double paines with vsz Hee muſt firſt 


make vs to forget our olde leflons,which our 
former badde Schoolemaiſters, tke worlde, 
the fleſlt, and the dwell had before taughtvs, 
and then totake out new , which his hole 
ſpire ſhall put into our hearts, which teach- 
th vs all wiſedome. | 

eAuguitu taking vppon him to beautifie 
his Empire,and to leaue Rome made of mar. 
ble,which he found made of brick, acquain- 
ted one © pollonis Thyaneus with his pure 


poſe, andasked his direQtion for his better 


z: the Philoſopher thus anſwered 

im, thatit hee woulde happily atchicue that 
which hee profeſſed, he mult ſet before his 
eyes,the courſe that memorable Mulictan did 
take with his fonne, whom he would notin- 
ſtud himſelfe , but ſent vnto an vnlearned 
Muſician to be tanght; who gaue himthis 
caucat and ”emento,onely to carry away with 
him, and he ſhould ſpeede wel enough, to 
marke welthe fingring & leflons of his mai- 
ſter, and doe cleane contrary , fortheywere 
| L 4 CX» 
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excecding naught : Zo, to beautifie and as T 
dorne our {oules, and to bc perfett ſchollers | n 
in Gods worde, it is mecte for vs to be taught || f& 
oftihe world, to marke but the worlds fath1- 
ons, and todoe the contrary, and wee ſhall | n 
makea good proteihion, toralmuch as the || {c 
word with this preſent cuill world, can neuer || w 
be lincked and combined together. V+ 
&! ſfailituce, The condition of mans mind is like his e- Þ| 1 
ſtate, whoſcmiddle part of his body is taken || C 
withapalſhie , by rcafon whereof his 10ynts || {; 
being diflolucd,that part is ſo benummed, as 
itis made inſcnſ{ible: m6 the other partthat 1s Þ| Ji 
not {trooken with it, but is ſound and health- Þ| n 
full, 15 nimble and pliable vnto any outward || c: 
action. It farcth thus with the ſoule and mind || 1o 
of man,for when it ſhould apply uſclfto ho+ Þ| fa 
ty exerciſcs,it is ſnatched away with a world, || þ 
ly palic , which makcth vs ſ(cnflefle inthele If tc 
kinds of duties , but arcmainder of it that is | J 
not touched , is very full of life, rauithed I r; 
and tranſported with the loue of earthly Þ| le 
things, 0! 
The pleaſures of this world are the dwells Þ rc 
baits,that he laycth tor our ſoules, and this is | v: 
the poyſon which the whore of Babyloutem- | 1] 
creth and fealoneth-in ſauory meate, andin 
nf cup of gold. 
& Gniliude- - ASthe Moonneucr ſufftcth an eclips, bod 
| | ] WAack 


# 
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when it1s at thetul:{o isthy ſoul neyer dari 


ned and echpled, but when tis glutted and' 


fultilled with the world. | 

Moreouer,as the Moone in hir fulneſlcis 
molt diſtant and remooued from the Suune: 
ſo our ſaturity and tulnetle of this ed, as1t 
was with Sodome , weforget God that made 
vs, andthe firons Godof ow {aluation, and 
arc fartheſt oft from the {on of righteouſnes, 

rift Iclus our Lord, and the lght oF our 
laluation. 

e-7#9r:Tize by an elegamand dainty {imi- 
litzde , ſhaddowcth and fetteth foorth the 
nature of the world,:n extream and irrecon- 
cilcable enemy vato God. Helikeneththe 
louc of the world vnto bird-lime, which ſo 
falt hangerh and cleaucth to the falls; as It 
holdeth nt below,and ſuffereth it not to chmb 
to higher motions that it might be ſaucd. 
Theſe arc his words, x {ror rerum terrena- 

um, vi/cus eſt ſhuritualium penmarnms : The 

hs of carthly thinges, 1s the bird-lime to 
our ſpirituall wings. "Now how we are fette- 
red and entangled with this lime,he ſheweth 
vs,faying:' concupiniſts, be//t:1t hou couet, 
thou art catched of it, 

It is impotlible but that the world ſhuld be 
eucry way likeit felfe,and follow his own nas 


ture, It is incident to thefleth,tofi oht a Ro 
nc 


- 
Pd 
. 
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with his greateſt enemy? /fwe ne in the fleſs, 
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the ſpirit and it isthe trick of the world to be 
at ods with God, riches and righteouſnes wil 
hardly be combined. 

A vellellcannot but retaine the ſauour of 
that hquor that is init. If into a glaſle that is 
full of vinegar, thou ſhalt drop a little honny, 
the ſweeter ſubſtance being nothing in quan- 
tity to the contrary ſower ſubic&t,it vanitheth 
away , and 15 conſumed of it. In our bodies 
are veſlells full of ſower aftcftions , the lutle 
{wcet honny of the tyord of God, thorough 
the redundance of the other , is calily oucr- 
come,as often as it ſhall be diſtilled thereyn- 
tO, | 

He that will loue God , and will not loath 
the world, but thinkes he may haue gold and 
godlineſlce together , and chace away finne, 
and not chace away his [infull worldly couc- 
toulſnes, is hike him, that deſirous to drme a- 
way a dog, doth caſt abone or cruſt of bread 
vato him, 

The god of this world is at enmity with 
God, they are two contrary imperious mai- 
ſters, that will not bee ſerued together. 
He that loueth the worl4,the loue of the father 11 
not in hin, 

Is it poſſible to performe true allegj- 
ancetothy prince, and bein league and pay 


we 
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we /oull die. But if we ſhall kill the deeds of the 
ſteſh with the (word of the ſpirit, we ſhal luc 
for cucr. 

Be we circum(ſpett therfore,and let vs look 
bout ourſelues, and let this holy Canon be 
alvaies1n our minds : {fye lowe God, hate the 
thin? that 1s exil!. 

We make our boaſt of God all the day 
long,and his name is in our lppes, butitis in 
raine , fincetheloue of the world 1s wholy 
ſcated and 1ngrafted in our hearts. 

Whenas God before he would couenant 
with vs, would we ſhould be crcumaled, it 
1s plaine enough that his mind 3s, that firſtwe 
ſhould crcumcie the outward man, and cut 
off with the knife of the {pirit our 1ngenerate 
corruption,or elſc he wil not haue any doings 
with vs. 

Themiſfaeles on a time,made aſolemne ſer- 
mon to the people of Athens,giuing them to 
know thathe could acquaint them with that 
which was moſt behoouetul and needfull for 
their eſtate, but it was a ſecret and nottobe 
blurted out & publiſhed vnto all, but onlyta 
be priuatly imparted vnto fometew of truſt; 
ſuch whom the magjſtratsin this caſe ſhould 
deputeto haucaudience of this matter. Here- 
vpon with the general conſent of al, the cauſe 


O . . . . . 
was referred to 4ritides his hearing, authori- 


{cd 
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ſed by them to determine of it,and according 
to his iudgement to aþproue or difallow of 1, 
now al the myſtery and ſecrecy was this ,that 
it was mecte to {ct on fire the whole Grecian 
Nauy, that thereby, ſo wealkning and infeeb- 
Img their power, the 'Arhenians might be 


lords and commanders of all Grecia. Ar:i- 


ſlides repairing to the Senate with his newes, 


certified the bench , that Themiſtoctes his 
counſaile was molt profitable, but therewith- 
all moſt vnlawtul. I hus this Pagan may con» 
demnevs Chriſtians, who while we reſpe&t 
wordly gaine too much,do eſteemofthe gain 


© x 
of godlines too little. 
Fuen as a ring that is VÞon one {inger,can 


not be put vpon another , vnleſle it be firſt 
drawn oft trom the former:ſo the heart being 
lincked to earthly things, 1t cannot be fat for 
heauenly matters , beforeit hath put off the 
former diſpoſition. | 

Wheretore,f1nce both theſe treaſures will 
not be conſorted , and the purchaſe of this 
heavenly and hidden treaſure, exceedeth by 
infinite degrees, all the riches that the world 

may yeeld vs,we do wel,if with this Mar. 
\ Chant we take hold of this excheat, 
whatſocuerit doth coſt 
VS, 


Chap. 
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& Of the neceſſitie of our mortificatÞn, and 
the adtyration of all our worldly laſtes, 
»naer the perſon and example of this Jews 
eller, who made 4 ſimple [ale of all that he 

 hadfor the purchaſe of this Treaſure,and 
Pearle of great price,enidently enitted, 


EPS? IN E thing ts neceſſary, (faith Chriſt 
5 » to Martha:) and of this with I{a- 


Z 


P<y For the purchaſc whereof,he doth 
not ſticke to renounce and giue vp his ſtate 
and property in all 1s worldly hereditaments 
and emoluments, of whatſocucr nature and 
condition they are. 

He dodgeth not with God,as Anazias did 
with Perer,keeping part behind. He putteth 
not his hand tothe Lords plough, and hath 


an ele with Lots wife vnto Sodom. He min- Lukes ; 


ceth not God of any part of his dew, asthe 


King of Arams muſter-malter , excepting 


with the Prophet his worſhip with his ma» 


ſterin the houſe of R9wmon.Itisnotthe plea- | 


lureor profit of the world,that he ſtandeth at | 


with God ; but hereputeth all things with pyy,, 


the 


Is7 . 
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the Apoſtle, as doing tor the gaine of godli. fc 
niclle. 

This man is cuery chriſtian mans look. 
ing-elaſle, im whom we may behold that Yi 
image of peifcftion , that is plealing vato ſv 

God, and by which we may [oe how: tore. h 
GR ſach Mlemiſhes which diſguiſe vs fo fc 
much, and make vs ſo vaclean Wh. loathſomÞ al 
in his G eht. 

Weare reaſonably contented to part [take of 
with God, and willing enough with the talſe Ype 
mother, who pleaded f tor the diuifion of theJye 
child before Sa/omon.to diuide him out half: th 
of thatall, which is his portion , dealing with th, 
God altogither like as Hanun with the {er-J 1. 
uants that were ſent from Danid, whe ſha- lth: 
uedoff half their beards from their faces,and Jlic 
ſlaſhed off their garments from the'middle tofſwi 
the buttockes. 

But God may not indure ſuch palerine at 
our hands. 

The true mother may not abide-to heare 
of themangling of her child; and D-aid mayþal ti 
not digeſt fuch barbarous indignity, offeredſþ 1 
to his ſcruants, and God may not ſuffer hinÞpo 
ſclfe to be ſo mocked; as to haue his glory offs; 
which heis fo icalous,.- communicated vnto 
others. wit 

Very many we find, howbeit, otherwileſor c 

of 


vl 
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of very proper parts, &induments of nature, 
who halt with God too much, and cannox, 
. | without ſtrugling to one way or other, keep 
it | in the-right way : 'weare as. the graine that 
o | wanteth meaſure, and the gold thatwill not 
hold weight. There is in every one of vs, 
of (omewhat which blemiſheth and diſgraceth 


n all our beauty. 


Many, albeit they are of chaſte behauior, 


es of very ciuil nature, and (as by outward ap- 
ſe Ypearance it ſcemeth) cf ce1gjous diſpoſition: 
e yet aretheir mindsfixed vpon couctouſnes, 
*e they go after worldly thoughts, andincomber 
ththem(ſelnes wuh Afar:ha2bout many things. 
r- | T.hey cannot be parted by any meanes from 
3- ſltheir profit, or {tride-ouer thoſe blockes that 
dic in their way, or deuote themſelues wholy 
to with this Iewcller vnto God Wee find other 
ſome of hberall and bountifull afteQtions, yet 
at Iriolently miſcaried with a defire of ambiti- 
on. 
re} There was death inthe pot, which marres 
ayfal the broath of the children of the prophets: 
edFjlo ſome {innetull profit or pleaſure alwayes 
mpoyleth whatſoeucr good graces the Lord 


offemucth vs befide. 


tO 


with God, who is not ready for ſomeexcuſc 


iſeſpr other;we ask our fleſh,ourluſts, ourplea, 


of {ures 


7 


Thereis none of vs, who doth not hucke 


59 
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furesleaue,and if they conſent notto it, God 
is anſweredas Pharas anſwered CIo/es, Ne. 
bal, Damd, andthe Lord of the vine-yard 
was aunſ{ivered when he demaunded truites, 
Who i the Lord (faith Pharao vnto CAoſe;) 
that 1 ſhould let Iſrael gotwho is the Lord(!: -ith 
the {tubborne ſoule)that I ſhould let my ſin. 
full picaſures g TO? 10 ho £ D auid, ana who is the 
{oune of Ibailfaith Naval) that Iſhouldtahe m 
bread ny water my fleſh, which 1 hane kalled for 
wy ſhearers, and giue it vuto men, whom I know 
#otwhence:they be.T heſe be the termes where 


vponwe doſ{tand, we commune the caſein 


this wiſe withilaleiyvho 1s Chriſt the ſonne 
of Dauid that I ſhould take that which I hauc 
deputed to my pleaſure and my fn, and giue 
it vnto him? 

Be not decceiued, God will not be linted, 
he will haue all,ornothing at all of thee: and 
when thou oineſt all, thou gueſt him but his 
OWne. Than doſt bur like the coppy holder 
that payeth his rent , and performeth his 


bounden homage and ſcruice vntohis Lord, 


thaditninution of, any tote thereof beeing the 
for feit of thy w hole COPPY- 

Thisis allve pollcic of thediuell, to haut 
vs-demic chriſtians , to ſcrue' G I D b 
halues; to drawe vson toſome- daties'of de 
uotion, that whulſt we-doe flatter and beguilc 

ou! 
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our ſclues with a counterfe profeſſion, he 
may caulſc vs priilie, and vnawares,to fall in- 
tothe pit of his deſtrution. And herein he A fimiliud 
hath the tricke of a cunning angler, who ha« 77. 
uing hold of fome great fiſh vpon his hooke, 

1s not greedie of him to drawe him vp to 
ſhore, #97 he ſtretcheth out hisrod, had Tie 
ucth him more line , that hee might more 
throughly ſwallow vp the hooke : for other- 
wiſc through too haſty violence that is offred 
him, he will breake all aſfunder, and the ſhe 
ſhall ſo eſcape him. 

Thus he playde with Herod who hauing Mat.s, 
ſnarled and hooked him before with the 
hooke and kneof inordinate luſt; hedallicth 
with him, and giucth him ſome libertie to 
heare /obn Baptiſt willingly, and to reforme 
many things according to his direCtions, 

As long as the divell hath vs vnder his 
line, and hath any hold of vs, either by our 
pride, by our vſurie, by our couetoulnes, by 
our enuie, by our emulation, by our ambition, 
by our hatred, by our crue!tic, by any kinde 
of ſfinne, he will ſo ſporte with vs, as he will 
be ſure of vs, he will notlet vs oe. 


For as a bird, if ſhe be lmed.and taken by S firnilicude, 
one wing, cannot flic away: ſo though we 


4 pray or falt,'or gine our almes, repaire to ſer« 
4 mons, and giue our {clues to many good de- 
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uotions: yetif any Hnne batha limwe of vs, 
Nis impoſlible to eſcape. To be boundin 
any patt 15 all one, as to bee bounde in the 
whole. 

To what vſeis it to rampire vp al the gates 
of the citie, and to ſet int er warde about 
the walles, if one gate or breach of the wall 
ſhall beſuftred tolay open, for all the power 
of the enemie to come in ? Giue thou the 
diucll but an entcrance into thee, and thou 
ſhalt neuerremoue him, buthe will be who- 
ly at thelaſt ſcated in thee. 

Chriſt his charge tothoſe that will be fol- 
| lowers of him, flatly is this: Take my yoake 
vpon you. He nameth not any parte of the bo- 
dy that ſhould be yoaked aboue other, the 
head, the necke, the ſhoulders or ſuch like; 
but the whole : that wee ſhould not thinke 
that we hauc ſerued God well, by myncing 
him a pittance,vnles he hath the whole. 

Wherefore Da#:4ſummoneth al his parts 
tothe Lords courtes. Alimy bones (Cath he) 
ſhall /ay, Lord who is like wnto thee, And againe, 
Praiſe the Lord O my ſoule, and ali that 14 within 
me praiſe h:5holy name. And againe, Ihaxe an 
eye onto all thy commanndements,and all falje 
wayes [ vtterty abborre. 

The dwell is an importuvate ſuter vnto 
vs,to bauc anyroome,or tenement within vs, 


be 


| 
| 
' 
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be itneuer ſo lutle, rather then he would be 
vtterly ſhut our. 
When as Pharao could no longer holde Exod.v0. 
the />attes in durance, but the time was come 
that they ſhould be fer at libertic, and ſent a- 
way toſerue the Lord , he craucth that their 
| | cattell mighitremaine behind them : ſo when 


O . 
the diucll is not permitted to domineere as 


he liſt, to haue his full power and [pleaſure 
| | oucr vs, he beggeth but a parteand little por- 
ton within vs. But gine the divell that an- 
ſwer that oſes gaue to Pharav,who ſnobbed 
- | him thus roundly; No nota hoofe ſhall re- 
r | maine bchindevs, but every partſhall be con- 
- | {ccrated vnto God. 
e | - Orlct vs fav in this caſe vnto Satan , as Gen-39- 
5 | /faac laid to E/an: Iarob hane bleſſed, and he 
e | faallbe tleſſed: we haue given vpall to Cod 
3 | already,and he (hull poſleſle it 
Yealet vs ſay to God as Perer faid to Chriſt 1ob.ry 
Ss | when Chriſt would waſh hisfeete : Lord,noe 
) | my feet onely, but my hands, and my heaa. For 
c, | why ſhould we deny him any thing, fce- - 
» | ing he 1s the owner of eucry thing we haue. 
| The dwell, the world, the fleſh indeede haue 
© | no morerightin vs, then eAchab had to Ne- 
both his vineyard, or Herod to his fiſter. 
Of Tf wegiweallto God, he will ſauc and pre- Mark.s, 
ſcrue it: there is nothing thatthe diuell would 
M 2 haucs 
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haue, but that he would deſtroy. Andyet we 
arc ouercome of ſuch tolly and madnes,as we 
will rather put our {clues to our deſtroyer, 
then to cur mercifull Sauiour. As many a 
oung min doth,who rauiſhed with luſt of a 
07s {[auulh bond woman, doth beſtowe 
himſcltc vpon her, and albeit that he know- 
eth that he is caſt away by her, yet will he 
marry her : fo our will, forgetfull of Gods 
loue, is ſo lincked to the luſt of this wretched 
world,as hap what hap ſhall,it will not be di- 
rater to her impcs« 

rious heſtes. 

Sampſon could not be ſo abſurdly ignorant 
of Da{:/aher drift, for former experience and 
triall that he made of her, diſcoucred her de. 
ceit. Hefawe too plainely, that her ſo carneſt 
praQtife with him to vnderftand wherein his 
power might be weakned, did tend to his de- 


- - ſtrution, yet he could not be warned by fors- 


| Apocn, 
> A&fimiiude, 


mer admonitions, but is fo intoxicated, and 
beſotted with her, as he chuſeth rather like a 
mill horſe to grinde at the mill, and to be 
made a foole as afterwardes he was, when he 
was the*fubie&t of the Philiſtines paſtime, 
then to be offenſiue to this his abie&t my- 

nion. | 
Asthe Lord is} A/pha which fignificth the 
beginning: ſo is he Omege which ”m—_ 
| 4 
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| the ending. Hewil notbe putoff as Lawyers zz 


SO 
doe their clyents from terme to terme, with 


dodgesand dclayes. 

IHMoſes asking Pharar, when he ſhould 
pray for him: his anſwere was to morrorw 3 
And why not to day Pharao 2 ſince euery day 
is Gods, and he cannot be ſerued of any man 
too ſoone, How doeſt thou know, that thou 
ſhalt liue yntill to morrowe? T hus the wic- 
ked preſcribe God kis tune , whenas cuery 
time 1s his. 

Lycurgus making lawes forthe Lacedemo- 7 
nians, propounded them vnto them to be ob- 
ſerued of them, vnrill 1e ſhould returne from 
that region and country , whither immediatly 
he was to take his voyage: and ſo ſaylingin- 
to Crecr, he neuer cid returne, but there ady- 
ing, commaunded his bones to be burned, 
and the aſhes of them to be throwne into the 
ſca:' {uppoling, thatif his body might notbe 
carricd ouer, his lawes and ordinances ſhould | 
neuer be repealed. Such a tender care had 
this Genie Philoſopher of the zealous and 
continued obferuation of good lawes: which 
care of his,taxethour carele{nes,and remiſnes 
in keeping the commandements of our (Zod: 
ſcruing him by fits as our ſtomackes ferueth 
vs, and affording him what we may ſpare 
fromoyr pleafurcand our finnes, It rould 

M- 2 . not 


Auguſtine. 


The beſt purchaſc 


not be ſo with vs, bat we ſhould take that 
courle which tus Teweller by his praftiſe 
here pre{cribeth vs, who ref; gneth vp all that 
he had in the world, that he might buy this 
trealure of Gods word. 

Let vs doc the like: Nos tp/os pro ilia mars 
parita aemmnr, nox quia tants vaieamnus, ſed auia 
plu dare non poſſans. | ctvs give our ſelucs 
for this pearle of great price, not becauſe we 
are worth ſomuch, but becauſe we haueno 
more to giue. Cm dat tt plus accipiat : hoe 
fac & in. Damoaica, accipe magna : datempoe 
ralia, accipe aterna : da terram, Accipe ealum, 
'T his Teweller hath a wonderfull bargaine, 
in giuing vp' his ſtate and intereſt to this 
world, forliuery and (ci{1n of this better pur. 


chace of the world that is to come. For as A«- 


goſtine ſaith, he giueth the lefle,to receme the 
more: doethou thelikez Giue meane things, 
and receiue greater for them ; give tempo- 
rall things, and receiue eternal! : giue earth, 


* . O ” 
and reccuue heauen ; giue golde, and receiue 


God. 

As thou forſakeſt father, and mother to 
eleauc to thy wife:ſo forſake father, and mo- 
ther,wifc and al, be itneuer ſo neere and deere 
vnto thee,tocleaue to God. - 

Toſell all thatwe haue, is to renounce the 
huſts of the fleſh, andof the minde, _ 

ake 
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of the true 2idden treaſure. 


ſhake off the world, whichanticeth vs to wic- 
kednes,as /o/eph ſhaked his cloake from him, 
and left it with his miſtris, egging hun to vn- 
cleanneſle. 

But, this is that that breaketh off the bar- 
gaine,and keepeth vs from this purchaſe; we 
endure well enough to heare of the 


lealure and profit ofthis purchaſe, but we 


ike not the couenants,we are loath to be tou-. 


\ | chedin our worldly ſtate,or to alter the con- 
dition of our lifezthe do&rine of repentance, 
, | and theGoſpel of Chriſt teaching vs to deny 
, | all vagodlineſle, and worldly vanity: and to 
| liucloberly, wſtly, andvprightly , imthis 
| | world, is gricuons vnto vs, and we cannot a» 
, | biden. 
» The children of //-e/ hearing of the fruit- 
2 | fulnes of thepromiſed land of Caray, buck. 
led themſelues in al the haſte vnto the batrell, 
and marched towards it , eger of the preſent 
ures of it: but hearing the place was in- 
abited with Giants, they hung downetheir 
heads,and their hearts failed them, and altred 
quite from the men they were before, their 
fancies were {ct vpon «/£eypt again.So many 
hearing by Gods ſpies, that came from hea- 
_ of the iey and happines laid vp in ſtore 


laint Paw/, who was rapt vp to heauen, and 
M 4 was 


rysinthelifethat is to come, eſpecially of 


Th.r, 


Nam.ug 


The beſt purchaſe 
was full of reuelations , and diſcourſing, of 


the vnfpcakable riches of his kingdome, m- 
uiſheth the hearers with theſe delightfull ti- || 

$.Cor,3 ings, that the cre hath not ſeene, the eare hith 
wot beara,neyther can the heart of man concrine 
the things that Godnath prepared for them that 
lone hizs : men I ſay.heartned with ſuch con- 
ſolation ,- they take ſtomacke to themlclues, 
and are zealous and hot in ſpirit after it , to 
winne andenioy it : But withall,vnderſtand- 

Mahgs ingthattheway is narrow , and the doore 
ſtreight,that leadethinto it,and that there wil 
be ſame difficultic in our paſſage, our hearts 
grow heauy, andour iourney 18 daſhed, and 
our whole minde is ſet vppon retiring vnto 

e/£rypt, andio cmbracethis preſent world. 

& fimilirude, He that hath carneſt occaſion of ſpecch 

T with another man, coueteth to find that man 
alone, and free from other buſines : when as 
God would ſpeake to vs, he would find vs i | | 
this caſe, he would haue vs loue men,ſeque- || 
ſtred and put apartfrom the world. 

Gen.1» Therefore when hee was to commune I. 
with «Lbraham, he willed him to bepriuate, | | 
toreligne his natiuc ſoyle Ur of the (ade |. 
«ns,and to inioy his bleſſed prefence,to forget 
his ownekinred,and his rs houſe. 

__  Andbecauſethatcarcs are the daughters 
of riches, which as thorncs do cage the 


good 
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good ſeed of the worde , inworldly minded 
menzthe Lord cnactcd in the ſtate of 4/7aet, 


that cleargy men, ſeperated and put a part Der.u8 1 © 


to the miniſtrie, ſhould not haue worldly he- 
reditaments and polleſſions as other ofthe 
tribes : that their rginds,whileſt they werein 
their holy miniſtration, might not be d:ſtra- 
Red,and miſcaried with them, 

As alſo wasa conſtitution among them, 
that he that was bunched ar:d crooked in the 
backe,ſhinld notſerue & miniſter in the tem- 
ple. For this defe& and japediment of body, 
3s a hindraunce to their cics, that they cannot 
lift them vp to heauen asthey ſhuld. So,ſuch 
as are d:i[torted and crooked in mind, and 
haue their afteQions alwavsſtooping & loo- 
king\on the world, areno fit perſonsto ſerue 
before the Lord.and to enter unto his courtes. 

Mortihe we thertore all our worldly luſts, 
and flay wethem down rightwith the ſword 
of the ſpirit. Let vs not imprifon in the bow- 
els of our ſoules, ſuch {innes as we like beſt, 
and keep them ale as Saw/c1d Agao, whom 
God commaunded ſhould be put to death: 
but let vshew them in peeces, as Samne/ did 
eApagin Gileal before the Lord, and beate 
them as ſmall as the du(t ofthe earth. 

If we pitty our fins as £4did his ſons, when 
we oughtto puniſh them , Godwill puniſh 


them, 


r.Sam.$ 


Rom,8 
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them,and wil bringa greatiudgement againſt 
vs forthem. 

Oh heauy aud moſt grieuous is that com. 
mination of the Lord againſt Achad, for de. 
miſſing Benhadzd : Becaxſe((aith God) they 
haſt let goe out of thy handeg a man whome / ap- 
pounted ro ate, thy life ſpall goe for his life. T he 
like ſentence is gone out againſt all, that ſaue 
alive that ſinne they ſhould deſtroy,they (hal 
dic for it. 

.. Tf ye line {(aith Sxtnt Paul)after the fleſh, ye 
ſhall die ; but if ye Ball wort:fe the fleſh by the 
ſperit , ye fall bye, Thus Paul maketh two 
men of one : the one the outward;.and the o- 
ther the inward man : both which are vnited 
in one, -yct are they ſo ſuncry;as they cannot 
agree inone, butthe generation of the one, 
mult be the others corruption, the life of the 
one, mult be the death of the other , and 
thercforc to ſaue and keepe aliue the one, we 
mult needes mortthe and putto death the 9» 


ther. 


Whata good match we ſhall make,in co- 
ping away thepleafure of the world, for the 
toves of heauen: at that generall county day, 
wherein the bookes and {crolles of conſcien- 
ces (hall be laid open, plainly will appearc, at 
what timcall thoſe things that we 5.96 here 
gathered together will do vs no good, where 

no 
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hereand there a berry is to be had. Thus hke 


of the true hidden treaſure. WA : 


no manner of excuſe may ſerue oar turne, 
where there wil be no place of any refugefor, 


VS. 

Here there haue bin found ſomeplaces of Gong "IB 

emi. $ 

ſmall ſaccor , in the time of danger. eAdam. gens 
could runne behind the trees of his orchard. yu -Reg.18 ] 
Sarah could hide her ſelfe within her tent. i=" OO 4 
tle Zoar was a ſanctuary to Lor. Elias could 
ſhrowd himſelfe in Mount Carmel:and [onas 
could go downe to the hatches of the keele, 
that he might flee to There, from the pre- 
ſence of the Lord. Putin the mdgcment,we 
ſhall ſay tothe mountaines, hide vs,and to the —_— 7 
hills coucr vs,from the anger of him that ſit- 
teth vpon the throane,and of the lamb. 

Tell me whatn is, whereat thou ſhouldeſt 
ſhcke to go through with this purchaſe? Oc 
what it 1s that thou ſhouldſt delirein compas 
n{on of this? Oneſuth riches, another faith 
honor:one defireth beauty: this man is for his 
backe, and this man for his belly, one for his 
myrth another fort his cred re,another for his 
pride: here one,and there one gocth vp high- Gen.z8, 
er,and defireth heauen, and tep cth v P this 
ladder, asthe Angells that lacok þ d {cet n his 
dreaine. 


itis euen as the ſhaking of an oliue tree, 


Ie 


bruit beafts,who ſet more by ſtubble & gras, 
then 


A; furs litude, 
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then by gold: they ſottiſhly eſtecme more of 
earthly vanitv,then of keauenly felicity. 

As the San which is but one, dothminilter 
far more light then allthe ſmaller ſtars which 
are innumerable: ſo the ſun-ſhine of the glo. 
riousgolpell of Chriſt, doth vs more good by 
mfinite proportion , then all the creatures 
whichthe world yeeldeth vs :: as by particu- 
lar diſcourſe ſhall appeare iti the winding vp 
of this hiltorie in the laſt Chapter. 

Wherfore grudge we not to do away thoſc 


7 Suns 
thinvs that are of meanc{t moment, for thoſe 


of orcateſ ſubſtance: to change chaffe with 
wheat,droſle with gold,myre tor pearl, carth 
for heauen. 

Know wenot how that pearles and preti- 
ous ſtones, arenotſet vponyronand ape 
rings,but only vpon golde ? Inlike cafe,the 
elittering zemme of heauenly glory, may not 
be ſetinto yron hearts, brazen aftetions, um- 
pure and earthly mindes: but into ſuch as arc 
purified as fine gold from all impure com- 
mixtion. ' For the eſtate of the ſoule,is in na- 
tarcnotynlike a pure cryſtall glaſſe, which is 
ſo dimmed with the leaſt duſt , andisfoob- 
ſcured but with once breathing onit,as itnei- 


ther giueth the image of that face thatlooketh 


— AS - z 


into 1t,neither ſendeth backe ſuch bright and] £ 
0 


cleare lightas is obieRt vnto it, 


Hel - 
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of the truc hidden treaſure. 

He muſt partake with God in his life, 
that will ſhare with him in glory. If Chriſt 
our grand Captaine deſpiſed the world, and 
renounced al, to do his fathers will, it appca- 
zcth that we hohtnot ynder his aRderd and 
are not his ſouſdiars,who are as greedy of the 
world as a crovv 1s of carrion , and who can 
ſauour nothing but the things of this world, 

There be many with Ba/aam, that delire 
to dic the death of the righteous, butthey re- 
fuſe with Bal/aame, toliuc the hfc of the righ- 
tcous. They would live rebellionſly with /zr- 
a4, and dicinpeace with Cen : but it may 
not be : for the life of beaſts,and the glory of 
Angells, may not be knit together. It is not 
to be hoped for , thatif we hue in this world 
like beaſts, we ſhall live in the other like An- 

ells. 
, The ſheepe,otherwile a ſeely creature, yet 
is ſo wiſe, as he knoweth what hearbes are 
moſt wholeſome for him,and what as hurtful 
he is to refule. 

He knoweth the woolfeto be his enemy, 
and the ſhepheards curre that isItke a wolte, 
for to be his friend. The Lord hath giuen vs 
udgementand diſcretion, if we would vient 
thereafter, toleauethe cuill, and to chuſe the 
good; to eſchew finne, and to enſue righte- 
oulne$zto loaththe earth, and to louc heauen. 


The 
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The birdes of the ayre naturally are difpo. 
ſed, though the cage be neuer fo precious, 
wherein they are incloſed,beit of Iuory,or of 
cold, —_—_ they are daintily dicted 
and tended,to defireto be athberty abroad, 
which they thew by the often grating their 
beakes againſt the wyer widow:fo the god. 
Iv ſcornalthe pleſures of the world,jn regard 
of their toyes prepared in heauen, and ts be 
in ſtate and fruition of them, arc willing and 

delirous to make a ſurrender of all their 

' earthlyprofitsand commo- 

dities whatſo- 


CUCTt. 


- 


Curuay, XI. 


& That all our endenours, are to redound ts 
the elory of G od, and to tend only fo a [Pt 
rituallen1,as t linely ſhadowed m the ex- 
ample of this Merchant, whoſe bargain of 
fate of all his temporalls, was onely for the 
purchaſe of thu heawenly Treaſure. 


for this three-fold ation. For 
Jt] the ſale of his ſubſtaunce. For 


—_—_ the 


—— _—  . 
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of, oncly for a heauenly Purchaſe. 

The two firſt muſt waite vppon: the laſt, 
without which , the former ſhall be done in 
yaine. | 

Many there haue bin, who have renoun- 
ced their worldly right, & {1wply haue ſurren- 
lred all their earthly y ſtate, yer newer were ace 
counted in the aſſembly of Gods people , neyther 
ſfhal they be written in i « writings of the houſe of 
[{rael. 

ItisnottheaRion that God reſpeReth, but 
the intention , and end of the ation that he 
only beholdeth. 

God loueth not eAdrefimes without «Ad- 
yerbs, Bonum without Bene, It is better to do 
welthen to do good:for a man may treſpaſle 
in doing good , if he dothit not w ell. The 
Phariſes mprater, faſting, almes, duties that 
were _ offended in thatthey did them 
not wel, the endand the manner marring the 

whole matter. 

How many heathen people © Tone be- 
fore vs, ina ſevere conuerſation, in a ſtrickt 
mortification,and yet haue viterly loſt al their 
deuotion , hacuale i it hath wanted the onely 
vie,and end of true religion? 


_; Ts true 1ebidden SAS 
the (ale of al his ſubſtance.For the end there 


Ezech.13 


Peuter. 213, 


"They wrought, bur yet they wroueht not | 


like cunning arti cers, according to therule, 
which 
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at whichis goodin good or- 


dren,to diſpiſe our frends , to contemne the 
world, ifitbe in wordly fort, and it dothnot 
tendto an heauen]y end, it is tonoend, -I he 
Romanc Carims, the 1thaman Codrns, the 
"Theban( rates,and others, the famous phila. 
ſophers of the Gentiles, Socrates , Diogenes, 
Bras, T hates, CMuleſrus, Mucins,Scenota, Fas 
bricuzs, Romanus, andiuchlike, who haue 
martyred themſclues , offered ſtrange vio- 
lence torture to their bodies, haue lived pri 
nate auſtere liues, ſcorned worldly wealth; & 
hauc ſequeſtred themſclues alootefrom al the 
iaticements of the world z inaſmuch as the 
ends of their ations werein vaine : the lyme; 
the ſtone, the timber, wanted a foundation 
wherevpon to leane,all their whole ſtruQure 
and building tumbled down, and all thew la- 
bors and endeuours penthed. 

. The manner therefore in matters of Gods 
ſernice,is chiefly to be regarded. And becauſc 
that: {ain was carcleſle of themanner , the 
og looked not to the-matter of his ſacri- 

CC. 

* If thou wouldeſt bringthy aions'to per- 
fetion, let God be the end of them, . The 
Mathemanicians ho'd, that the circular figure 

is 


oforſake ourwiues, to neglect our chil. 


7 | istheperfett figure, becauſe that in a circle, 

| the beginmng,atid the end,do iumpand mect 
il. together: we ſhal be perfit chriſtians; if God 
he} thefirſt cauſe aid Eeginning of all : of whorr, 
"oth #Hwhow,and by whom are all, ſhal be the con- OR 
he] ſfurnmation and etid of all : if we ſhall ſet this 
he watchwyrd before all our doings, wherher we 
2 care or drinke,or what/orner elſe we do,we do all 
en, tothe glory of God. 
4 | - Haucanciethetefore tothe 'end of euery 
thing,that thou gocſt about, that thou malt 


notdoamille. 
Artificers , by a line and leadet) planimet, A fintilittuf? 
do*meafute and ſfuruey the pronortion of 7 
hel their wotke : our leuell atid ſquare mult be #4 

he | this heauenly word; ſo as,onr fe being con- \ 
e; | formed to this ruleit is euen in every part,and | 
In | of perfit dimenſions. ' en 
ref} - God expreſſy willeth that all valuation yeantcas:. > 
a- | ſhall be according to the ſhekel! of the ſanttu- .— 
ary : Theloue ot God, and the glory of his  —_ 2 
ds | frame 15 this ſhekell and weight that weigh: © 7 
iſc | eth all our ations: fo thatwanting this, they 
he f are rcieRed as the gold that wanteth weight, 
1- | atid asthecornethat wanteth meaſute. They _ 
may,likethe{moake,climb towards heaueng. 5 Ss | 

r-| but,hke theſmoak,they ſhal vaniſh evay ares -” OIEER 
he teuer come to heauen, | 


Whatſocucr ation thou So thy ſelf vit- patyy + 
"ll ts 3 


-, 
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to,whether to praying, faſting, giuing, recei- 
uing,(uffcring, weigh aright with this ſhekell 
of the ſanRuary, in what ſpirit, purpole, and 
deuotion,thou takeſt itin hand, For.bethou 
wel aſlured, if it tendeth notto his glorybut 
be without that,it ſhall alſo be without his -re- 
ward. _ 

A fearefull woe ſhall be thundred out a- 
eainſtthem, as wereade inthe like caſe was 
denounced by Chriſt againſtthe Scribes and 
Phariles. 

As no man might enter into the .court-of 
King Ahbahrero/h, that was cloathed in ſack- 
cloath:\o no man, not cloathed with a wed- 
ding garment, that is, with Gods loue, may 
preſſe into Gods preſence. - 

Chriſt many times in his ations, did cle- 
uate and lift vp his cies to heauen, to teach vs 
in our actons, -and all our intentions to looke 


yp to heauen, for the eye is taken forthe in- | 


tention, according to that our Sauiour Chriſt 
ſaith : if thine eye be fi mple,that is,thy end and 
intention of thine ation, ſet before thine 
eye. | 


ed 


Theſe two. I hold as good concluſions, 
Firſt , that all our ſorrowes for our ſinnes, 
though our contrition were as great as.the 
ſea,it it becnly for the feare of hell, and not 


{or Gods loue., andthe louc of heaucn, can 
| do 


of the ttue hidden treaſure. 
do vs no good. For as the confeſlion of a trai- 
tor is con{trained, who for fearg of the racke, 
and not for any dutifull afte&ion to his 


by 


prince,bewraycth and bewaileth his miſche- 


uous deligncments, atid this confeſtion and 
lamentation, turneth not to comfort, but to 
hiscertaine deſtruction : ſo ſuch contrition, 
as commeth by coattion, makethnot vnto 
ſaluation, but vnto endles perdition. For in 
{inthere are alwaies theſe two things chicfly 


% 


to be colidered. F he firſt is, the cuil thou haſt 
wrought againſt God: Theſecondis,the cuil 
that thou haſt brought vpon thy ſelfe, which 
iscternal damnation.Now if thou beelſt grie- 
ued for thine owne miſhap only, and not for 
the high and mighty indignity offered vnto 
God, is it not. manifeſt, that thou wouldeſt 
only eſcape that which maketh againſt. thee, 
not caring for that 'which maketh againſt 
God, and therfore thy repentance 1s repelled 
of God? 

T his is made euident by a paireof exatt- 
ples of Sau/, and Dawid; they were both of 
them Kings, both ofthem ſihned, both of 
them were reprooued, and both of thetn re- 
pented : and vetthe Lord, who accepteth no- 
per/ons, accepteth Damias, & excepteth wſtly 
againſt Sar{rrepentance: for jt was defective. 
and faulty inthe end, and it was not done a- 
N 23 right: 


1 Safi. 16, 
3 Sarn.13 


Aa. 16. 
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tight,there was as great oddes and difference 
as might be, betwecne their intents and pur- 


i 


oſcs of repentance: Dania repenting that he 
ad loſt God, and Sax/repenting, only bec- 
cauſc he hadloſt his kingdome. For he ope- 
neth his mind plainly enough by his wordes 
to Samwellaying: Honor me before the elders of 
my people, and before Iſrael : So Saul might 
haue bin ſafe and ſetled in his kingdome,and 
men might do him worſhip , little did Sas! 
elteeme how his G O D was woorthip- 
ed. 

F For this cauſe E/as went without his bleſ- 
ſing,though he ſought it with teares and ex- 
treame paſſions, becauſe they proceeded not 
from ſincere affections. Theloue of God 
which ſhould hauc made them forcible, was 
wanting to them. 

The ſecond propoſition is as plain as this, 
that is , that although we doe conforme our 
ſclues tothe Canons of his word, and doc 
his commandements, honor his name, auoid 
prophane fivearing , ſanifie his Sabbaoth, 
arid come as nigh to the perfe obedience of 
his law,as poſſibly we can, if with this Mer- 
chant werenounce all our worldly bothpro- 
fits and pleaſures, and Lauc not the intention 
ofthis Merchant in our minds , to illuſtrate 
Gods glorie, and Jet our end be God; God 


yvill 


—_ 


of the truce hidden treaſure. 


will not bleſſe or fauour theſe our doings, 
or 21uc them cnteraunce and paſlage vato 
him, | 

Foras before in finne, ſoin every good 
worke there are twochietcrelpeRs: 1 heone 
is the honour which redoundeth vato God: 
Theſecondis(the profit that returneth to our 
ſelues. 1f therfore 1n a good attion,we rather 
hauc an cic to our priuate aduantage, then to 
the publike praiſe of God, we diſcouer there 
by our worldly minds too much , that gold 
morethen God the world abouc the words 
elteemed of vs. 

Whercfore let vs looke, that as we ſerue 
him, ſo he will ſerue vs:if we ſcrue him with 
the worlt, and with the laſt, he will ſerue vs 


with the dregges and bottome of the cup of 


his wrath , and will make ys ſucke them Plal,zs 


VP. 
The end before God is of more valew, 
then either the greatnelle or cxcellency of 


the ation: for cuery aftion ſhall be weighed 
by the intention,and reſpe&ed, and recom- 
penced according tothe end, | 

This the ſubtile ſerpent knoweth well; 
wherfore, as he broght 4damto another tree, 
that he might not taſte of the tree of life: ſo he 


, 


not follow the truc cnd , Which God hath 
N 3 cola 


brinseth vs to any other end, that we might 


l - 
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commanded ys to ſet before our cies in al our 
enterpriſes. | 

: When he cannot [trip vs of ſuch excellent 
works,asthe Lord workethhia vs,he deprau- 
eththe,by diſgracing ourintentions in them, 


* O - , 
ſuggeſting, that they were wrought to fore 


priuate worldly end. 

For thus he ſophiſticated and gloſed-with 
God, vpon the inclination of /ob his deuoti- 
on : for, vpon the commendation of /ob his 
diſpoſition, which God had made vntohum, 
how that he was a inf? man,and one that feared 
God : Behold how this iugler prauly vnder- 
mineth him, diucth to the depth of him, {it- 
teth at the heart and reines of him, ſnatcheth 
at the ſecret intendment of his mind, that /ob 
his religion ſtood with good policie for thus 
bedeſcanteth vpon 7ob his deuotion ; Doth 
Tob ſerne God for nought ? Haſt thou not made a 
heage about him, and about his ſubſtance, and 4- 


bout all that he hath on enery ſide ? Thou baſt 


' bleſſed the worke of hz hands,and his (wbſtance is 


mmereaſed in the land : But ſtretch out now thy 
hand, and touch that he hath,to ſee if he will nat 
blaſpheme thee to thy face: asifhe ſhould haue 
fide, hee worketh on theſurerſ{tde, and 


playeth vponthe aduantage; his gaine is his 


O O 


godlineſſe, but touch him in his purſe, atid 
 crolle lung awhilg in his eſtate and ſubſtance, 
AN Do. 
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and the caſc will foone be altered with him, 
and /ob E will warrant you,will notprouethe 
man you take him for. 


-F hus he doth like Pioners in the warres, A ſimilitude, 


183 


who digge at the foundation,wherevpon the # 


OO 


whole weight of the building leaneth. He 


doth not deny a matter manifeſt, ſych attri- 
butcs and praiſes as God doth giue to /ob:but 
he wrangleth and cauelleth aboutthe maner, 
which he knew well enough, if it had bin 
truce, would haue oucr-throwne all the mat- 
ter. 
Well, this will be a bone,wherewith he 
will choake vs vpon our death beddes; let 
vs deliacr our ſclucs of it as wee can : whes 
ther we haueſerued God for nought , is the 
Gueſtion propounded tovstoaſloile, our ins 
clinations and inward afte&Qions, at that tune 
wilbe throughly canuiſed. Let vs proue them 
therefore, 'and examine them before , that 
there be no frawd and wickednelſſc in them, 
ſo ſhal they beableto ſtand inthe judgement 
and congregation of the iuſt. 


Set therefore this watch-woord of the A- , &,., 
Apoc 


poltle before thy race , So runne that thor 
mayſt obtaine : Let God be Alpha and Omega 
with thee, the beginning and end of all thine 
ations.  -. ; 

' Faſtennot the anchor of the ſhip of thy 


Pialm,rz 5 


H 


& fimllitude, 


gloric of God, "which ſhould bethe endof 
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heart,vpon the daungerous ſea of the loue of 
this world. Gather vp thy wits,and ſet downe 
1:1 thine accounts, how much thou haſt deuq- 
t&d thv (elf vntothe world,and how hile voto 
God. 

Itis withvs, as it is with the wind-mill 
which grindeth not the corne 1nto meale, 
without a gale of wind which may turne it 
round about: we cannot turne ys to any good 
aQion,vynlelic wemay be puftcd and rocked 
to and fro with the winde of warldely vant» 
tic. 

Good workesareas good wine, but done 
in a bad mind,we mingle wormg-wood and 
gall with it,and do like the Iewes, who tem- 
percd gall in their cup of drinke, that they 
zaucto Chriſt. T he djucll recoylethand go- 
eth backe,not by our doing good, but by our 
doing well. Itis that that maketh himto rec], 


asthe rammes hornes dig the huge walles ot 


Terichs, 

As l/eremyſaith, Cur/ed i he that daoth the 

woorke of God negligently ; ſo no doubt Gods 

curſe ſhall light vpon thoſe that do. it deceit- 

fully, and that doc it not with a faithful 

heart. 
But there are hypocrites among true chri- 


ſtians,as Sax/among the Prophets. But the 


Ut 
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euery good worke , is the touchſtone that 
ticth our works,of what worth they are,whe- 


ther they beof gold, or any other baſer ſub- 
lance. | 


Sichem and Emor were circumciſed aſwell 
8s /acob and his ſonnes, but if was but coun-+ 
terfeit holancile that was - themzfor they on- 
ly regarded the goods of ( res, people, and 
not the 2ood of Gods zone. This much 
thev not c obſcurely nel on” in their words 
Vito the people,faying: their ſubſtence,cartel, 
and flockes, ſhal be ours. 

Fi nereisno FCCKnming {© be made of ſuch 
rel12100, Which 1s grounded onacarnalinten- 
[i01N. 


lat father eſteemeth that obedience of A fimilitzude, 


his ſonne,ſhewed him for a feare of mn 
| 


his poſleflions, and nottor loye na natura 


di[polition? 

Whatſocuergood we do, whatever euill 
we ſuffer, the maine motive thercof muſt be 
the honor and glory of h1s name : So our Sa- 
viour teacheth vs in many places of the new 
inſtrument. Bleſſed are they that ſuffer perſe- 
eation for righ breowſneſſe /ake. Againe, ye hal be 
brought before Kings and rulers for my names 


ſake. Againe,he that looſeth his fe for my jake. 


x [arg aud the Goſpel. 
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Gen,z$ 


Genel. 34, 


Mati.1s - 
Mat, is 


. Again, y' that for/aketh father avd mother far 1 12 
God 
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;- God wilfay to ſuch as he faid,to Abrahawr, 
I will be thy exceeding preat reward. 

- . Wherctforelet vs ſay to God as /acob ſaid 
to E/an; Let my Lord go before his ſeruant and ! 
will follow accerding to the pace of the cattell 
which are before me, and as the children be able 
to endure. Let God goe before, and we wil 
trace his foote-ſteppes , as he: ſhall enable 


VS, 
It is faid in the Iwdges,that Abimelech their 


' Judgeand iroipal ruler,did cut oft braun- 


_ chesfromt 


etrees,and aid beare them on his 
ſhoulders,and faid vnto his fellowes:/#/hat ye 


fee me do,hafte and do the like: So,whatlocuer 


we ſce Chriſt do, let his example be our imi- 


- tation, who-made Gods glory the ſcope and 


drift.of all his proceedings. 

Euery handy-craft{-man,in euery kind of 
worke,doth obſcruc the paterne that his ma- 
ſter 2iveth him , and trameth it to: that end, 


which he before had purpoſed, for if he ſhall 


make itto an other vie to pleaſe his own fan- 
cy, his maiſter maketh refuſall of his worke- 
manſhip,'and his labour is loſt : wherefore, 
thatthat we do may beplealing to our Lord 
and maſter,and acceptable in his ſrght + let vs 


6, withholy Damid, /et the Lord before onr cies, 
- "andwe ſhall not do amiſle, te? 


Therefore God would that thetwo Che-- 
he rubins, 
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rubins with ſtretched out wines ſhuld coner Exod.2g 


; | oF. 7 
the mercie ſeat where God Tauc his anſwers; 


jo inſinuate, that when wee intend any good, 


ve delirenot oltentation to be ſeenc: ſoman 


ſecing that God, when hee would ſhevy mer- 
cy, pleaſed that the place wherein hee would 
appearc, ſhould bee thus ſhadowed and co- 
nered. - | 
As Chnit willeth the Spouſe in the Can- 
ticles that Shee would /er hims a4 a ſeale vnto hir 
heart, and as a ſionet pon her arme : Solet vs 
make God and his glory , theobiec of our 
eyes, the ſcope,dritt,and marke, at which we 
onely ayme, in the whole courſe of our life ; 
ſo ſhal we make with this heauenly Teweller, 


Cant.$ 


an exceeding good purchaſe, & recciue with - 


him,an cuerlaſting inheritance, an incompa- 
rable crowne of glory, all treaſureand 
happines in the kingdome of 
God worlde with- 
out end. 
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Crap. XII. 


te 
en Exhortation tothe loue of the worde , and | Þb 
the ſbirtnall life, the purport of the premiſes. 


T isnot gold. but droſle, not ho» 
all- 24 8y,but rall, not credit, but ſhame, 

»-*nothife, but death, notgood, but 
Party cuil,which the world veeldeth vs; 
diunde the worlde aright with the ſworde of 
ruth, and the vanitic of it will ſoone appearc 
vnto thee, 

But thy word , O Lora, endureth for exer t 
heazen. It is the word of the kingdome, becauſe 
it bringeth ys tonoleſle than a kingdome. It 
1s, the woraof life , which giucth life vnto all 
creatures. Itis, the farre which conduteth 
 vsto Chniſt, The ladder, whoſe toppe reach- 
eth VP tO heauen. The water, which purgeth 
and cleanſcth our leproſie.7he manna,which | © 
fatisfeth our hungry ſoules. The booke that 
we ſhould ſtudy vpon day and night. The 
rovall and celeſtiall Teffament of God. The 
Oracles of his SanRuarie. T he Key that opee 
neth his counſell chamber doore. The mike 
of his breaſts; che gage of his loue., The 6ght 
of our paths. The breath of our —_ 

| 8 
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Thepillerof our fath. The anchor of our Pro z 
hope. The ground of ourloue. The char= web 6 
ter of our happineſſe. The Schoole and Li- p,, , 
brary of all ſpirituall Icarnings. 

T his is the pathway that leades vnto hea» Luke 18 | 
uen:{ofaith C Fiſt to the yong man In Lyke: | 
If thou wilt enter tntq heauen,keep the commans+ 
dements. Solaith the Spirit , Bleſſed are they Rewl,av 
that heare the word of Goa,and keepe it.So faith 
the Angel, Bleſſed are they that keepe the words | 
of this booke. So ſaicth Solomon, Bleſſeds the pygy.ug 
man that keepeth the Lawe. So faith /{aiah, 

He that doth this, is bleſſed.So ſaith Iames;The Thigs 
deers of the Lawe are inflified.. And to this 
meall the Scriptures witneſle,if we wil con- 
der them. ; 

Good cauſe therfore haue we to loue this 
Lawe, and allthe day long to hauc our ſtudy 
init. | 

Worldly Lawyers increaſe daily; they are 
called common lawyers, becauſe they are too 
common , andthey are not weary infollow- 
ing that ſtudy: but Gods Law, which ſpea- 
keth of farre better things, andpromiſcthto 
the faithfull profeſſors thereof, notthe golde 
of Ophir, or India, but the infinite and yn- 
ſpeakeable treaſure of a kingdome, licth o« 
_ peninthe windowe,or ſhut inthe ſtudie, al- 
together negleRed, or retchleſly regarded, 
Ommon 


x: Chrors 
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Sommonall the Law giuers,and conuetit 


them together, and lette them worſhip their 


' politique ordinances and (ſtatutes as they hſt, 


they muſt not bee matched and conlorted 
with this Lawe. 

None of theſe euer durſt, or did promiſe 
vnto any that were keepers thereof , the re- 
compence of a kingdome. 

CAHMercurus Trymegſtin gave Lawes to 
the A. oyptians, Phoroners to the Grzcians, 
Solon to the Athenians ) Lycurgius to the La- 
cedemonians, and Nama Pompdinu vnto the 
Romanes3 yet none of theſe pricketh them 
with that praiſe, asto aſſigne ſuch a recom- 
po and rewarde vnto them : S»ch glory 


ath all his Saintes , ſaicth the Kingly Pro-. 


phet. 

As oneof the leaſt of the captaines of the 
ſonnes of Gaa, could chace away a hundred, 
and the greateſt a thouſand: ſo oneof Gods 
books,exceedeth a thouſand of humane con 
ſttutions. 

' Many aanphters( faith King Lewnel) hawe 
done vertuouſly, but thou ſurmounteſt all:lo ma- 
ny writers hautewritten learnedly , but the a- 
&uaries of the ſcriptures hane gone beyond 
them all. w 

Wherasothers of Gods bleſſings,as food, 


leht,and life, are communicated to —_—_ 
| is 
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kisercatures, as-to birds, beaſts ; and fiſhes; 
r | this priwiledge of the word , as a prehemi- : (8 
nence and prerogatiue royall abone all other 
| | creatures,he hath appropriated only to man, 
And this is arguwent pregnant to perſwade 
vs to the loue of the word. | 
As man is molt happy by his hauing the 
word, ſo had he bin otall meſt miſerable, if 
; | hehad bindeſtitute altogether of this word. 
For what comfort (ſaith Tobias) can I have 
now I fit in darknes?ſo, what cotnfort could 
we hauec had whilſt we ſatc in darkneſle, and 
inthe ſhadow of death, whilſt we were with+ 
out knowledge and hope of our ſaluationz a» | 
' | liants from the common: wealth of 1/7eef, Bpbe z 
ſtrangers from the coucnant of promiſe, and | 
were without God in the world? | 
: Whenas God would checke the Ingrati- 
| | tude of his people, he calleth to mind his 
; | benefits done vnto them, and as the chiefelt 
amongothers,he grateth their eares with ares Mica. 
hearſall of his word. T hat as he had-get 
them Mo/es to gouerne them, ſo he had ſent wum.z, 
them Aarontoinſtrutt them:as he had giuen 
them a 7oſu4to leade the people, fo he did Tory | 
giuc them a prieſt to beare the Arke , a le+ z 
ozaAdach with Zorobabel: and 4 layrusin the Agge ! 
| Synnagogue- with a (exiarion in ( aperna- Matt &y 
” | ami | 
His 
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His word hath bin the badge and cogiti- 
fance of his people, the hedge and partition, 
whereby they hauc bin diſtinguiſhed from 
all other people, 

So lingeth the melodious muſttion of // 
rael, He haih not done ſo to/any other nation, neie 
ther haue any people ſuch knowledge of bis laws. 

This is that one thing thatis neceſſary (as 
Chriſt ſaid to Martha) howlocuer many 0- 
ther vnneceſlary things are preferred before 
it,and we preferre with the vngentle and vn« 
mannerly gueſts in the Goſpcl : our wite,our 
tarme,our oxen before it. 

Herein wereſemble and imitate ſuch pot- 
ters, who letteth cuery one thatis coſtly ap- 
parrelled into his maſters gate,and keepe out 
ſuch who are farretheir betters, becauſe they 
carry notſuch an outward ſhew. 

Orthey arelikethe rauc,who whe ſheiſeeth 
her yong ones in theneſt, firſt doe begin'to 
fether,and then their fethers ſecrne white,flie 
doth not knowthem : but aftetwards perce!- 
wing how the fethers grow blacke,ſhe nouri- 
ſheth and preferueth them.The world loueth 
not a godly man;becauſe he ſeemeth to beof 
a contrary fether : butlethim turne blacke, 
and be like the world, and the world will 
know him for his owne, and make much of 


him. | 
As 
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; As indeſperate diſcaſes,fuch medicines as A fimilitedls 
, | doſeruc imply in theirnature, as preſerua« 7 « 
| | tiucs of life, arc turned, thorough the dange- 

rous corruptions of the patients, into occal1« 
| | ons of death? Soin ſome moſt dangerous di+ 
; | ſcafes of the ſoule, the word, which otherwiſe 
| innaturezisafalue,isa corliue vnto vs. For the 
| | wordis of fundry effe&s,according to the di- 

uctle diſpoſitions of the fubics,thatit ptin- 
; | cipally worketh vpon. _ 
| 'The Sun worketh diuerſly, as we {ce, ac+ A finiliteds 
* | cording to the variable nature of the matter 

ypon which it hath his force. For asitſoftneth 
| waxc, ſoit hardneth clay : asit whiteth ſome 
- | things, ſont blacketh otherſomethings : and 
| yettheSunneisone, but the ſubictt is not 
' | one. | 

The word of God is one, but we are not 

| | one that are hearers of the word,to ſome, it is 
| afauouroflife vatolife : and tovthers,t is a 
| | f{auourof death vato death. 
Weare firſt to be ſundred from onr dee+ 
reſt kinred , rather then to be ſeparated from 
the word. Hierome hath a zealous ſaying to 
that purpoſe,ina letter vnto Heliodore : Licet jijcren, ad 


te nutrierat oftendat mater: licet in limne zaceat 
pater vt te a Chrifto retardet contemne ma- 
erentsgcalcand eft pater, ſolum oft pietats ge- 
4; O Ms 


| | acolloparunlu pendeat infans: licet vbera quib, Heliodoram, 
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me in his fuiſſe cradele. It thy yong babe hang 
about thy necke : ifthy mother Jaic toorth 
her breaſts wherewith ſhe gaue thee ſucke: 
ifthy father lie vpon thethreſhall of thy door 
to ſtoppe and withhold thee from going to 
Chuiſf: :throw awaythy child,deſpiſe thy mo- 
ther ſpurne thy father, it is piety not to ſhew 
pitty in this caſe. By our ioynt obedience vn= 
tothe word, that ſhal come to paſſe , which 
the Scribes ſaid of Chriſt; Arhe whole world 
will follow after him-,and the diucl ſhal beleft, 
as Rachel,without children. 

Let vs buttake that courſe in this matter of 
debate,thatis between worldlings,and Gods 

coplc,about the beſt purchaſe, that the two 

lots tooke when they iangled and could 
not agree betweene themſclues, whoſe the li- 
wing child ſhould be, who appealed & plea- 
dedthcir caſe before Sa/omon. So let vs ap- 
pealetothe wiſedom of the ſpirit that is grea- 
ter then Salomoy. 

- Arude man treadeth ypon {imples of ves 
ry good account, throgh want ofmdgement, 
which the skilfull Apothecary gathereth vp 
carefully,becauſe he bath experience &good 


 knowledoeof them. 


Ohifwedidknow (as Chriſt ſaid to the 
woman of Samaria) who itis that ſpeaketh 


to vs. If we knew what purchaſc here is — 
re 
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red vs, andwho it is that offerethit vs , we 
wonlid not hucke with hum, and ſtand ſo in- 
different and carelcile in the matter. 

It we would compare both theſe lines to- 
gether, the ſpirituall, and the temporall; the 
word and the world, and lay them on euen 
ballances, we lhould find the world too de= 
certtull onthe weights, and the things of this 
world,we ſhould [ce to be ghter then vanity 
it ſelfe. 

In politike affaires, and matters temporal, 
we will trie before we truſt, our cies ſhall be 
our iudges, and our knowledge and experi- 
ence ſhall witnes with vs of the goodnes of a 
thing, Grafters tric their bullocks. So/omen tri- 
ed who was the rizht mother. //aac wold tric 
his children before he would blefle them. 
And the Ephramites were tried when they 
would haue "alla [ordan. Whatfaole is he 
that buyetha horſe, and only beholdeth the = 
bridle and ſaddle, and furniture of the horſe, 
and neuer tricth or ſeeth the horſe before he 
buyeth him 2 We haue weights to trie gold, 
and meaſures for our carne: we trie our rate 
tell, ſeruants,wiues,and children,and all other 
worldly things:and ſhall wenot make trial of 
heauenly matters, that we may attaine to the 
better knowledge of them? 

'This was the folly ofthe frantick Farmer, 
O 2 ſpo- 
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Luke 14 
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ſpoken of in the Goſpel, which vtterly vndid 
him,that firſt(as itis {aid of him) he bought a 
farme,and after that,he would #6 downe and 
andfſccit: was it notenough that be bought 
vanity and repentance fo deare , butthat he 
muſt be ſo ready and greedy to buy it, as he 
will not firſt take atime toſec it , whether it 
will ſeruc him, whether it be worth his mony? 


what an ouerſ{12ht was this? for if he had far{t 


| ſeenint, he wold neuer haue had any icorage 


ment to haue bought 1t. It is ſo withvs. Ab/a> 
lon was neuer more greedy of a.kingdome, 
the we arc of the honor, ambition,& wealth 
ofthis world. And we firſt buy them before 


wedo trie them,otherwiſe we could haue no 


A faite, Plcaſurein them. For asthe fiſh ſeeth only the 


Aa 


pleaſant baite, but notthe deadly hooke, that 
1s couered with the baite : ſo we ſee only the 
pleaſure that delighteth, but we doc not ſee 
the ſorrow that tormenteth. It gmeth vs poi- 
ſon 11 a golden boule of wine,& with preti- 


ous balme breaketh our head. 


Thechannells and rivers of the pleaſures 
of the world , do all of them runne into the 
ſea of death. T he houſe of this harlot is the 


way vnto the graue which gocth down to the 


-chamber of death. of 


W1 ſedom ſetterh out the conditions of the 
foulc of thevertuous and wiſe, among other 
things 
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things praiſeth and graceth herin this,that ſhe 
conſ{idereth A field,and buyeth it.Furſt ſhe conſt 
dered with her ſelf that it was g ood, and, be- 
cauſe it was good, ſhe bought 1t.So we reade 
of ourleweller,how firſt he found a field,and 
before he bought it, how he departed home, 
and tooke time to make (ale of al that he had, 
to make purchaſe of that field. 

Therich gluttonthat pranſed in his pur- 
ple, opened his eics and ſaw the worlds vani- 
ty,butal too late; forit waswhen he was in hel 
in torments , when he eſpied Lazarmin A- 
braham his boſome. It was aftliction,and not 
prouident diſcretion that opened his etes. 

The world feructh vs as anInne-keeper 
doth his gueſts, who furniſheth his table with 
choiceof dainty diſhes, very fcruiceably ſet 
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forth, delighitſome to the company, whereof 


they take a very liberal repaſt:but he ſawceth 
themin the price whenthey come tothe ſhot, 
exceedingly ouer-prizeth them, and too in- 
tollerably grateth vppon them. Wherefore 
traucllers haue now learned to be wiſer, who 
will firſt know their price before they-will 
talte of thoſe meates that are ſet before themz 
and if that they perceiue their hoſt tobe a 
nipping and pinching companion.,theyleaue 
him;and betake them to a cheaper Inne. It is 


good that thou ſhouldelt take this courſe 
| O 3 with 
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with thy ſoule, whenſocuer the preferments, 
and the pleaſures of this world, as meate for 
thee to teede vppon, are preſented to thy 
ſoule. 

If the dignitie ofa Biſhop be impoſed vp- 
on thee, conſider the charge and the ſhot of 
it, be perſwaded that thou wuſt reckon with 
God , for innumerable ſoules commited to 
thy carc;and if thou beeſt bound,to pay decr- 
ly for thy dignine, be fir{t well aduiſed before 


thoutakeſt it vpon thee. 


Likewiſe, when the pleaſure of ſinneflat- 
tereth thee,and a harlot doth intice thee, con- 
ſider how rigorous a rate thine hoſt hath ſet 


' vponthis wil and finfull fleh , which thou 
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mult needes pay,cucnthe tortures of hel,and 
the lake that euer burneth both thy body and 
thy ſoulc. 

This reſpe& & conſideration before had, 
wil make thec,with 7o/eph (who left his cloak 
in the hands of his Viitris, and ranne away 
naked,ratherthan he would yeeld to hir wic- 
ked luſt ) to leaue all that thou haſt inthe 
world, rather than tothe offence of God,and 
deſtruftion of thy ſoulc, to cleaue vnto wic- 
kednes. 

What priſoner that is faſt ſhutte vpinpri- 
ſon ,,and condemned to die for his capitall 


crimes, and heſecth no other meane of eſca, 


Ping, 
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ing, butbythe breach ofthe wall, and his 
ricndes aduiſcth ham hereunto, wil not take 


I99 


their counſell; and the better to get through 


ſo narrow a pallage, wil not put off al his ap- 
parel to the skinne, and leauc it behinde him 
to preſeruc his life. Wee ſee how death is ſet 
before our eics for our heinous ſfinnes , and 
rebecllions againſt God, and we cannot ſhun 
it,but by [triuingto goethrough the ſtraight 
gate that entreth into heauen : and to crowd 
into that, let it not be grieuous to ſ{tr@our 
ſelues, of whatlvcuer burden-wee doe carry 
about vs; but to preſle in,lets make any ſhift, 
albeitit be with grating, galling, and woun- 
ding theſe our mortall bodies. 

fo be blinde in ſoule, and to be 12norant 
of Gods word, isa farre morchomble and 
palpable blindnes than that which the Lorde 
in iudgement did bring vpon the land of E- 
evpt, which was ſo foggy and grofletforthe 
time, asone man could not ſecan other, or 
once ſtirre outofthe place wherein he was. 


For whereas man confiſtethof xwo parts, 


the body and the ſoule , how farre the ſoule 
doth exceede the body,it is not ſo ealte for vs 
to define. Butthisismoſt manifeſt, that the 
body, ifit mightbe ſundred from the ſoule, 
litle differeth from the bodies of bruit beaſts: 


& if that the ſoule might be ſingled fromthe 
| / O 4 body; 
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The beſt purchaſe 
body, it would be but little inferior vnto an+ 
gelicall ſpirites. 
 Whatſocuerornament, grace, and feature 
is in the body , it hathit fromthe ſoule , his 
vigor, fun&tions, and naturall induments are 
fromthencederiued. For,as the beautie and 
brauery of apicureouer-layde with golde, 
confiſteth not m the woodden fubieR, but in 
the orient, and golden forme, which beeing 


, . - . O 
defaced and put out, itis nothing but a rude, 


and deformed ſubſtance : ſo the ſoule beeing 
thelife,and the liuchhoode of the man,which 
giueth cſſence and forme vnto the man, bc- 
ing taken fromthe body , the body becom- 
meth a moſt vncleane carrion,molt vgly and 
fearefull vnto vs to behold. Yet in moſt pre- 
poſterous and brainſicke maner,al the =—_ 
careis ſet ypon the body, and we grow molt 
remiſle and careleſle of the ſoule . T he baſe 
bond-woman the fleſh is aduaunced,and ſet 
in the higher roome,and the ſpirit our peere- 
leſle or beautiful lady, to her greatdiſgrace 
is _— and put downe to the lowermoſt 
£na. 


"If the body be diſeaſed, how many Phy- 


{atians are ſent for to ſuccor it2if in want,what 


© +caresdo we take to ſupply it? ifin danger,we 


runne through thicke and thinne toſhunne 
Ki; butthe deadly diſcaſe,the wofullwant,th 


£X» 


extreameſt danger that can be of the ſoule, is 
not reſpected of vs. 

Whereas the ſoule is the Miſtris , and the 
body but the chamber-mayde : whereas the 
ſoweis the rider, and the body but the beat 
that bearcth the rider : loe, the minion mayd 
1s graced. and her Miſtris deſpiſed : the fim- 
pleriade 1s ſtroaked, and the rider is thrown 
oft, and caſt vnto the ground. 

. Thebodyis butthe garment , & couerlet 
of the ſouje. Itis meere madneſle for any to 
{ſpoyle his body, that he might not ſpoyle his 
garment ; ſo1sit fo: vs toſaucthe 4 to 
deftrov the ſoule. 


If all outwardthings be ordayned for the 
body, and the body bee created forthe ſoule, 
and the {oule for God:is it not vroſeand ab- 
ſurdefollic,to buſie our ſelues wholly about 
thoſe tiungs thatare to this end, and to neg 
left the maine poyntof all, which is theend it 
ſelfe? To prouideſuch ſtuffeas may ſette vp 
a houſe, and neuerto goe in hand with the 
houſe. I o gct many bookes, and to procure 
ys many teachers, and yet to makenovſe of 
thele bookes and teachers? To goe to warre, 
and to be carcfull to haue a fine ſcabard ena. 
melld & emboſTed with pearle,& with gold, 
and not to care for the matter of the blade, 
whether it be of yron, or of lead,or of any o- 


ther 
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ther baſe and impure ſubſtance? The bodie 
15 the ubict.an] as it were the caſe, & ſheath 
of the ſoule, wherein the ſoule is hidden :it is 
a franticke faſhion thereforc,to be ſo curious 
and niceabout the pleaſures of the body,and 
to be fo carcleſle, and vnwilc for the treaſure 
of the ſoule. 

Letvs lay them both together, and weigh 
theminthe ballaunce of iudgement and Gif- 
cretion, and the diſproportion that will ap- 
peare betweene them , will conuypce in our 
election, ourtoo too blinde and preiudicate 
affections. 

| Ifno tongue be able to vnfold theprehe- 
minence and dignitie royall, that the ſoule 
dooth carry aboue the body : Ithinkethat 
much lefle the glory of Gods Saintes in the 
life that is to come , how much it excecdeth 
and excelleth all the glory that this preſent 
world affordeth,is able to be expreſſed. For 
how can both themſelues admitt a iuſt com- 
pariſon, whenas one is momentanie, ſubie&t 
toall vanitic,theother eternall,comprehend- 
ing all felicitic? Ofthis ſaicth the Lord, T he 
eyc hath not{cene whatthe Lord hath prepa- 
red for themthat expe him. And ofthe o- 
ther faith Saint Zames, It isavapourthatap- 
peareth for atime, and vaniſheth away. 


*  TheDPhiloſophers of the Gentiles prying 
: mo 
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into the nature and condition of this fe, but 
with the eye of humanereaſon,found matter 
enough ot diſcontentment with it, inaſmuch 
as Seneca is of that minde as hee thinketh that 
roman would vouchſafe to take vppon him 
this life, if firſt he might be certified ofthe e- 
ſtate and maner of it. 

$ilenus, another of that ſet ſaith plainely, 
th:t the beſt thing, 1n his conceit is, not tobe 
barne, and that the nest to that is, to die. 

Stories do ſpeake of a people in Thracia, 
who entertaine their infants , when they are 
berne into the worlde, with teares and great 
lattenting, and Coe celebrate their funeralles 
with all melody and triumphing. And I mar- 
u(l not atit, why the heathen ſorte ſhould be 
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ſcconceited of this life, ſince the deere Saints © 


of God, 79h and Jereryy were fo malconten- 
tid with it. | 

- Giue mea man, in whome all the fauours 
Fthis worlde ſhall conſpire, who rs inthe 
faunt , and liueth as hee hiſt : anotomize his 
lie, & gue aright idgement of al the plea- 
ſwres and wiſhes he enioyeth, & tel me what 
they are, Is hee in honour andeſtimation a- 
mangmen, and dooth the worldeapplaude 
Ium 2! What is this to him in thenigorous 
mdamnt, whenas he ſhall not be tryed by 


kis cordtry,but his conſcience: notby other 


INens - 
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mens ſayings, but by his owne doings? Tfall 
the world commend thee, and thy God con- 
deinnethee, what will this auayle thee ? Be 
therefore like thoſe that runne a race, who do 
ſtand hereinto their iudgement onely , who 
will rewarde them for their running. Call on= 


' lyvpon God, asthe blinde man by the way 


Luke 18 


fide of /ericho called vpon Chriſt, howſocuer 
the world,as it checked him,reprooucth thee 


_ forit. 


creat honor and preferment inthe 
world? then is hein greateſt dooings? asthe 
hizhelt trees are molt of allin danger inthe 
violence of a winde: and as the greateſtf- 
ſhes in filhermensnettes, which can notzet 
out, whenas the ſmall fry and menowes coe 
runne outas faſt asthey liſt. Euery mans po- 
motion bindeth him1ina greater 6bligation, 
Ifhe hath recemued much,he is bound to gue 
much : it heſ11neth, the greater is his ſine: 
the higher he cluneth, the more gricuouly 
he falleth. - 

Is he comely-and beautifull to behol&? 
Beauty is nothing but the ſhadow of the face, 
& like the outward color of a pifture, whch 
is ſoone put out, a little ſpot deformeththe 
one,and alittle ſicknes doth take awa! the 0- 
ther. The beauty of Gods creaturehould 
ſarue as ſpeftacles , by them to belold the 


Ishein & 


| glory 
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glory of the Creator . If wee makenot this 
godly vie of it,we ſhal do like yong children, 
who beholding onely a picture in a booke, 
wholy negle&t the leflons in the booke. 

Is he fumptuouſly and richly arrayed , he 
need not boaſt of that, for his robes do but 
ſerue him as ragges, to couer his nakednefle. 
He that braggeth of that which is butthe co- 
uer of his ſhame, doth like the priſoner, that is 
reſcued from the gallowes, who braggeth of 
his rope:or as the ſpittle man and Proctor by 
the way, that is prowd of the filthy and cor- 
rupt clowtes, wherewnh he wrappeth and 
bindeth vp his ſores. Such as bolſk of their 
binary, God telleth by the mouth of E/aythe 
Prophet, that the wormes and the carth ſhall 
be the clothes and garments that ſhall couer 
him. Is he a noble-man,and draweth his pe- 
digreefrom Princes, and doth he ſhew the 
arms of his nobility in his ſhicld?theſe are but 
paintedand counterfeit armes, hisright arms 
indeed of moſt ancient inheritance, are mor- 
tality and corruption. If he liſt to ſee his lineal 
deſcent, let him open the graue', and let him 
with 7b, call corruption his father, and the 


worms his mother and his {iſter: Corruption * 


did beget himzand as it was that which made 
him, ſo it ſhal be that which ſhall marre him: 
out of duſt hy came, and into Cuſt he ſhal re- 


turne, | Ty | 
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turne , be he as noble,and high borne ashe 
may. 

Hath he riches at his deſire , ſo as he hath 
ſubſtanceenough for his babes > whatis the 
matter and ſubſtance of riches, but the verv 
vapours and exhalations of the earth?It auai- 
Icthnothing to vertue and godlines, to make 
aman more wiſe, more humble,more tempes 
rate, more patient. | 

How little the Lord doth eſteem of riches, 
hereby it may appeare, inthathe imparteth 
them {oprodigallyto the wicked , and dea- 
leth them outſo ſcantly to the godly - T he 
nature of riches, is like the nature of a mill, 
which albeit,it turnethaboutal the day, yerit 


.reſteth in the-end inthe ſawe place as it wasin 


in the begining.Sc,thogh we hauc our ſwing 
inthis world, and do runne our circuit, and 
rowle forthe world , yet the ending of our 
ife, will anſwer our beginning. nothing we 
brought with vs,andnotning (hal we cary out 
of the world with vs. 

Is he a man ful of mirth?what is the mirth 
that the world yeeldeth? Sa/omon telleth thee, 


I fade of laughter, thou art madde , andef wy, 
what #5 1t that thou doefi? Itis like the mirth of 


themadde man, that in the doating diſtem- 
erature of his braine, dooth fmile and make 
ughter, 7Zo/es made no reckoning of ſuch 


kind 
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kind of mirth , butrather, chufed affliftion 
with the people of God , thantoliueinthe 
plcaſure of ftinne for aſcaſon. As Pharao was 
drowned in the waters of the ſea, ſo the diuell 
is drowned with our falt teares,and godly ſo- 
rowes conceiued for our {innes. Thus: cre 
1snothing in the world thatſatisficth vs 3 on- 
ly God, he giueth vs our hearts deſire, 
howſocucr he is the leaſt deſire 


of our heart. 
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